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Art. 1. The Life of Lorenzo de’ Medici, called the ited 
cent. By William Rofcoe. 2Volumes. 4toy 21. 28, Kd 
wards. 1795. 


‘THE fuccefs of this work has been very uncommon... Not- 
withftanding its price, the whole impreffion (not indeed a 
large one) was fold within a month after publication, and of 
its purchafers and readers we have not met with one who has 
not been highly gratified. Part of this effec muft undoubtedly 
be attributed to the nature of the period which the author has 
chofen. ‘The revival of literature in Europe, and its celebrat- 
ed patrons the Medici, are objects of too much intereft to fail 
in exciting public attention ; and, in aid of this primary at- 
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582 Rofcoe’s Life of Lorenzo de’ Medici. 

traction, the report from the firft readers, that ample juftice 
had been done to the fubject, was fufficient to fecure the effed 
here noticed. ‘The perfonal merit of Mr. Rofcoe in this pro. 
duction is, with juftice, rated the more highly, becaufe he is 
known to be not a man of leifure, or devoted to ftudious re. 
tirement ; not a man who has had accefs to the libraries or 
other advantages of this metropolis, but engaged in an aétive 
profetlion, and greatly occupied by it, in a remote part of the 
kingdom. So fituated, the impracticability of procuring 
the neceflary information would, he confefles, have damped his 
ardour for the undertaking, had not a favourable circumitance 
confpired to fecond his withes. 


«¢ An intimate friend,” he fays, ** with whom I had been many 
years united in fudies and affection, had paid a vifit to Italy, and had 
fixed his winter reffdence at Florence. I well knew that I had only to 
requeit his atlifance, in order to obtain whatever information he had 
an opportunity of procuring, from the very {pot which was to be the 
fcene of my intended hiftory, My inquiries were particularly direé- 
ed towards the Laurentian and Riccardi libraries, which I was convin- 
ced would afford much original and interefting information. It would 
be unjult merely to fay, that my friend afforded me the affiftance I 
required ; he went far beyond even the hopes I had formed, and his te- 
turn to his native country was, if poffible, rendered ftill more grateful 
to me by the materials he had collected for my ufe. Amongft thefe I 
had the pleafure to find feveral beautiful poems of Lorenzo de Medici, 
the originals of which are depofited in the Laurentian library, although 
the former editors of his works appear not to have had the flighteft 
information refpecting them.” 


Befides thefe original materials, Mr. Rofcoe obtained, by his 
own efforts, and thofe of his friend, the following works, 2s 
the moft important fources of information. 1. The Life of 
Lorenzo de’ Medici, written originally in Latin by Niccolo 
Valori, a Florentine. An Italian tranflation was publifhed at 
Florence as carly as the year 1560, but the original remained 
in manufcript till it was edited by Laurentius Mehus in 
1749. It is a fmall oftavo volume of fixty-feven pages. 2.A 
Life of Lorenzo by Pietro Lancellotti, prefixed to an edition 
of his poems, publifhed at Bergamo in 1763. This, however, 
is profeffedly taken, almoft entirely, from Valori. 3. A Life 
by P. Bruno Bruni, in the Elogi degli. Uomini illuftri Tofcany 
publifhed at Lucca in 1771, &c. 4. Another Life of Loren 
zo by Fabroni, a learned Italian prelate, writteo in Latin, and 
publifhed in the year 1784, in two volumes quarto. The lead- 
ing object of this author is to illuftrate the political life of Lo- 
renzo. 5. ‘* Mémoires genealogiques de la Maifon de Médi- 
ci,” by M. Tenhove of the Hague, in three volumes octavo. 
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Rofcoe’s Life of Lorenzo de’ Medici. 583 
6. The “* Anecdotes de Florence,” of Varillas, a fufpected 
authority, but which Mr. R. has always ufed with becoming 
caution. Befides thefe principal fources, Mr. Rofcoe appears 
to have employed occafionally moft others from which authentic 
information could be obtained; and indeed his diligence and 
accuracy appear to be fuch as are more frequently to be wifhed 
than to be met with ia hiftorians and biographers. 

Lorenzo, as drawn by Mr. Roféoe, appears a charater of 
confummate fortitude, without military eminence, of genero- 
fity without parade, liberality without profufion, of learning 
without pedantry, and of genius free from the eccentricities 
of conduct by which it is too frequently difgraced. Through 
out the hiftory his condu& appears fo univerfally, and without 
exception, good and great, that a fufpicion of partial panegyric 
might arife, were not the care of the author to produce authen- 
tic documen‘s and vouchers for his aflertions fo exemplary, as 
to amount almoft to proof in every inftance. As a poet, he 
appears generally to confiderable advantage, and too much can- 
not eafily be faid of the juftice done to his produétions by the 
tranflations of Mr. Rofcoe, fome fpecimens of which we fhall 
not fail to lay before our readers. 

The fir volume, to which we fhall at prefent confine our 
attention, confilts of five chapters, befides an appendix of one 
hundred and thirty-fix pages, containing no lefs than forty-two 
articles. Thatfome of thefe documents might have been omitted, 
without any material injury to the reader, cannot eafily be de- 
nied: but where abundance is the only caufe of complaint, the 
offence is generally pardonable. Many of them are undoubted- 
ly valuable, and among thefe we mutt particularly fpecify the 
Commentary of Politian on the Pazzi Confpiracy: which 
appears only in one edition of that author’s works, namely, 
that of Bafil in 1553. It was feparately republithed, by Adi- 
mari, in 4to. at Naples in. 1769. ‘The firft chapter gives an 
account of the anceftors of Lorenzo, and the origin of their 
influence in Florence, and is continued to the death of Cofmo 
de’ Medici, the grandfather of Lorenzo. The fecond chapter 
gives the political life of Picro de’ Medici, the father of Lo- 
renzo, who was an active affociate with him almoft from the 
death of Cofmo, in 1464, when he was about the age of fix- 
teen. ‘The third and fourth chapters continue the hiftory to 
the conclufion of the peace with the Pope, in 1481, ha 
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* We muft here obferve, that a defect of regular dates is one of the 


faults of this work. We have here, in thé text, no date of the conclufion 
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fifth chapter gives a particular view of the Rudies and produc. 
tions of Lorenzo. The paternal influence of the Medici fa- 
mily in Florence, a circumftance moft honourable both to 
them and to the people, is confidered by the prefent writer as 
Originating in the wife maxims of John, the great-grandfather 
of Lorenzo, who himfelf obferved them, and on his death bed 
carneftly recommended them to his two fons, 


“© I feel, faid he, that I have lived the time prefcribed me, I die 
content ; leaving vou, my fons, in affluence and in health, and in fuch 
a ftation, that while you follow my example, you may live in your 
native place honoured and refpected. Nothing affords me more plea. 
fure, than the reflection, that my conduct has not given offence to any 
One ; but that, oa the contrary, I have endeavoured to ferve all pers 
fons to the beit of my abilities. Iadvi'e you todo the fame. With 
refpect to the honours of the ftate, if you would live with fecurity, ac- 
cept only fuch as are beftowed on you by the laws, and the favour of 
your fellow-citizens; for it is the exercife of that power which is ob- 
tained by violence, and not of that which is voluntarily given, that 
occafions hatred and contention.” P. 9. 


Inthe hiftory of the world there is nothing perhaps that 
ives fo pleafing an exemplification of thefe maxims as the 
conduct of ‘Timoleon, after delivering Syracufe from its ty- 
rants. He lived by choice a private individual in a city, where 
to feize the fupreme power under fuch circumftancer, had been 
ufual, and was perfectly éafy. The character of deliverer of 
his country was that which he preferred to all others, and 
which he continued to maintain, direCting the government by 
his advice and influence, but without any affumption of autho- 
rity. He fcorned to be a tvrant like Dionyfius, he afpired not 
to be a monarch like Gelo, and was the director of the republic 
without being its magiftrate. This pi€ture is ably drawn by 
Cornelius Nepos, in tew, but energetic words. ** Quum tan- 
tis eflet opibus, ut etiam invitis imperare poffet, tantum autem 
haberet amorem omnium Siculorum, ut nullo recufante regnum 
obtineret; maluit fe diligi qnam metui. Ttaque quum pri- 
mum potuit, imperium depofuit, et privatus Syracuiis, quod 
reliquum vita fuit, vixit. Neque vero id imperité fecit. Nam 
quod cwteri reges imperio vix potuerunt, hic benevolentia te- 
nuit. Nullus honos huie defuit, neque poftea Syracufis res 


mae 





of this war, which, as well as its periods, can be only learned from let- 
tersin the Appendix. ‘There is no date to the battle of Bologna, ex 
cept an incidental one in a note, p. 84, which marks it as 1467, and 
what is {till more-extraordinary, the confpiracy of the Pazzi ftands 


under the date 1476, though it was in 1478. 
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ulla gefta eft publica, de qua privs fit decretum, quam Timo- 
leontis fententia cognita. Nullius unquam confilium nen 
mode antelatum, fed ne comparatum quidem eft: neque id ma- 
gis benevolentia factum eft, quam prudentia.” It is pleafing 
to fee the fame kind of benevolent influence continued in ane 
other ftate for feveral generations, during which, as this writer 
obferves, 


«* Convinced of the benefits conftantly received from ‘this family, 
and fatisfied that they could at any time withdraw themfelves from a 
connexion that exacted no engagements, and required only a temporary 
acquiefcence, the Floreniines confidered the Medici as the fathers,- 
and not as the rulers of the republic. On the other hand, the chiefs 
of this houfe, by appearing rather to decline than to court the ho- 
nours be{towed on them, and, by a fingular moderation in the ufe of 
them when obtained, were careful to maintain the charaéter of fimple 
citizens of klorence, and fervants of the ftate. An interchange of 
reciprocal good oflices was the only tie by which the Florentines and 


the Medici were bound, and perhaps the long continuance of this cons 


nexion may be attributed to this very circumitance, of its being in the 
power of either of the parties, at any time, to have diflolved it,” 
P. 13. 


Of the political tranfactions in this volume, none is certain- 
ly fo remarkable as the con{piracy of the Pazz', but its fero- 
cious characters are too fimilar to many that deform the hiltory 
of mankind to be felected for pleafure. Much more gratify- 
ing to the reader is the generous and magnanimous condu& 
of Lorenzo, in the war occafioned by that confpiracy 5 in 
which, as he was the only object of vengeance to the allied 
powers, he determined, if poffible, to deliver his country from 
the evil, by taking the whole rifk upon himfelf. This hap- 
pened during a ceilation of hoflilitics, at the end of the year 
1479, and is thus related, with the circumttances that led to it. 


« But, although by this ceffation of hoftiliues the tranquillity. of 
the city was for a time reftored, the fituation of Lorenzo de’ Medici 
was in the higheft degree critical and alarming. He had witneffed 
the terrors of the populace on the approach of the Neapolitan army, 
and although he had great confidence in the affection of the citizens, 
yet as the war was avowedly waged againit him as an individual, 
and might at any time be concluded by delivering him up to his 
enemies, he knew enough of human nature to be convinced that he 
had juft grounds to dread the event. ‘The rifing difcontents and 
murmurs of the people increafed his fufpicion; even the truce was 
unfavourable to him, as it gave the Florentines an opportunity of 
eftimating the injuries they had fuftained by the war, which, like 


wounds received by an individual in the ardour of aétion, were not . 


fully felt till the heat of the conteft had fubfided. Complaints began 
to be heard that the public treafure was exhaufled, and the opsarpe: 
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of the city ruined, whilft the citizens were burthened with oppreffive 
taxes. Infinuations of a more perfonal nature were not always fun, 
prefic ‘d, and Lorenzo h: wl the mortification of being told, that fufii- 
cient blood had been already fhed 1, and that it would be expedient 
for him rather to devife for ne means of effecting a peace, than of 
mal. ing turther preparat ions for the war. Under thefe circum ftances, 
Lorenzo refolved to ad pe fome meafure which fhould effe&ually clofe 
the contelt, alchough with the hazard of his life. In deliberatin 

on the mode o: accomplifhing his purpofe, } is genius fuggeiled to 
him one of thefe bold expecients, which only great minds can con- 
ceive and execute. He refolved fecretls to quit the city of Florence, 
to proceed immediately to Naples, and to place himfelf in the hands 
of Ferdinand his avowed enemy, determined either to convince 
him of the juftice and impolicy of his conduct, and thereby induce 


him to agrec to a feparate peace, or to devote himfelf to the preferva. 
tion of his country.” P. 218. 


This moft arduous and hazardous plan he had courage and 
ability to carry through to a fortunate termination, and i in 
every past of the tranfaAtion difp layed the moft confummate 
talents. The letter addreffed by him to the States of F! lorence, 
from San Miniato, affords the moft (triking pidlure of heroic 


pati iotif{m. After liating his reafons for the meafure he had 
undertaken: 


** Tam contented,” he fays, * to take upon myfelf this rifque, 
becaufe, as I am the perfon priacipally fought after, I fhall be a better 
teft of the king’s intentions; it being poffib le thet my deftruétion is 
all that is aimed at: and again, as 1 have had more honour and con. 
fideration among you than my merits could claim, and, perhaps, 
more than in our days have been befowed on any private citizen, I 
conceive myfelf more particularly bound than any other perion to 
promote the intereft of my country, even with facrifce of my 
life. Wath this full intention I now go; and, perhaps, it may be 
the will of God, that as this war was begun in the blood of my bro- 
ther and of myfelf, it may now by my means be ato led. All 
that I defire is, that my life, and my death, my profperity, and 
my muisforty aes may contribute towards the welfare of iny native 
place. Should the refult be anfiwerable.to my wifhes, I fhail rejoice 


in having obtained peace to my country, and fecurity to my fl 
> | , 
1 | 


Should it prove otherwife, mj misfortunes will be alleviat -d. by the 
idea that they were requifite for my country’s welfare by if out 
adverfaries aim only at my deftruct io n, I fhall be in th cir] ower 3 and, 
if their views extend further, they will then be fully underitood. In 


the latter cafe, Id abt not that all my fellow citizen 1s will unite in 
defending their liberties to the laft extremity, and, I truft, with the 
fame fuccefs as, by the favour of God, our anceftors have heretofore 
done. ‘Thete are the fentiments with which I fhall proceed, intreat- 
ing heaven that I may be enabled on this occafion to perform what 
every citizen ought at all times to be ready to do for his country. 
From San Miniato, the 7th of December, 1479.” 
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In delivering himfelf into the hands of Ferdinand, King of 
Naples, he knew at the fame time that he put hienfalf Into 
the power of a treacherous, unfeeling, f{clf-interefied man, 
who had already violated all the laws of honour and hofpita- 
lity, in the cafe of Giacopo Piccinini, whom he had murdered. 
He addrefled himfelf therefore to the paflions which he knew 
were likely to influence his condu&; he dwelt upon the impoe 
licy of aggrandizing the Pope; he conciliated his regard by the 
charms of his manners, and the munificence of his condué, 
which at the fame time interefted all Napies for him ; and, 
when at length (in fpite of the violent remonftrances of 
Sixtus IV, by which he was expofed to the moft imminent 
danger) he had brought Ferdinand to the point of agreeing to 
the treaty, he haftened away from Naples, before he could 
have changed his mind ; and fo critically that, according fo all 
appearance, if he had remained there a day longer, he muit 
have fallen into the fnare, and become the victim of the king’s 
inconflancy, and the art and malice of the Pope. Such are 
the circum{tances which give a lively intereft to this part of the 
narrative, and Mr. Rofcoe has done juftice to them in his 
mode of relation, 

The hiftory of the revival of literature involved in this life, 
forms a very attractive part of its texture, and is treated with 
extenfive knowledge and much good tafte, in the firft and fifth 
chapters of this volume. Butin fpeaking of the quarrels of 
literati in thofe times, the author hazards a remark which 
policifes, we fear, more liberality than truth. ‘Thefe writers 
in their anger mutually reproach each other with the molt 
{candalous enormities ; which accufations Mr. R. is inclined 
to confider rather as contefts of {kill betw ate: literary gladia- 
tors, than as proofs of real criminality. ‘* ‘he life of a 
fcholar,’ ’ he obferves, ** is feldom {tained a atrocious crimes 3 
but that almoft all the learned men of the age fhould have dife 
graced themfelves by fo thamelefs a degree of moral turpitude, 
is furcly a fuppofition beyond the bounds of credibility.” P. 57, 

That angry difputants, in an age not very refined, would put 
the worlt colours on the offences they alledged againft each 
other, and that allowance mutt be made for fuch ex aggeration, 
we fhall readily grant ; but it is no lefs certain, we apprehend, 
that the manners of thofe times were fuch as to authorize the 
belief that fome ground too commonly exifted for the reproaches 
that were vented. The tales of that period, whether in profe 
or verfe, befides the groffnefs of their indecenc y, bring proof 
of a very general depravity ; and unite with the political hif- 
tories of the fame age, in convincing us that even the worft 
human paffions were too little under the influence of reftraint. 
Revenge, 
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Revenge, malice, and treachery were as common as debauchery 
and the grolle(t offences again{t private morals ; and it is cer- 
tainly not to thofe times that the prefent age ought to look for 
examples, ‘This corruption was by no means confined to Italy, 
and the tales of French Fadliers, or Trouveurs, on the north 
{fde of the Loire, from which the refearches of M. le Grand 
have proved the chief part of the novels of Boccaccio to be de- 
rived, evince fufficiently that the manners of thofe more 
northern parts of Europe were not lefs depraved than thofe of 
the warmer regions. If refinement has its vices, as too cer- 
tainly it has, they are at leaft of a lefs grofs and offenfive cait 
than thofe of barbarous periods. 

Juorenzo appears, by the fpecimens which his biographer has 
produced, to have cultivated almoit every branch of poctry, 
with no inconfiderable fuccefs: and, if the hiltory of his poe, 
tical paffion, fo {trongly refembling what is related by Johnfon 
of our own Cowley, excitesa f{mile, fome of the fonnets oc- 
cafioned by it have yet a degree of merit which is not always 
found in fuch effufions. The fcenery of rural life is indeed 
favourable like to the lover and the poet; yet, among the mul, 
titudes who have alluded to it, few have done it betier, within 
the fame compafs, than Lorenzo in this fonnet. 


** Cerchi chi vuol, le pompe, e gli alti honort, 
Le piazze, e tempii, et gli edificii magni, 
Le delicie, il tefor, qual accompagni 
Mille duri penfier, mille dolort: 
Un verde praticel pien di bei fior, 
Un rivolo che l’herba intorno bagni, 
Un augelletto, che d’amor fi lagni, 
Acqueta molto meglio i noftri ardori. 
L’ombrofe felve, i fafli, e gli alti monti 
Gli antri ofcuri, et le fere fugitive, 
Qua!che leggiadra ninfa paurofa ; 
Quivi veggo io con penfier vaghi, e pronti 
Le belle luci, come toflin vive ; 
Qui me le toglie hor una, hor altra cofa.” 


The tranflation of Mr. Rofcoe has great merit, in this, and 
indeed in every inftance. 


Seek he who will in grandeur to be bleft, 
Place in proud halls and fplendid courts, his joy ; 
For pleafure, or for gold, his arts employ, 
Whilft all his hours unnumber’d cares moleft. 
A little field in native flowrets dreft, 
A rivulet in foft murmurs gliding by, 
A bird, whofe love-fick note falutes the fky, 
With fweeter magic lull my cares to reft. 


And 
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And fhadowy woods, and rocks, and towering hills, 
And caves ob{fcure, and nature’s free-born train, 
And fome lone nymph that timorous ipeeds along, 
Each in my mind fome gentle thought initills, 
Of thofe bright eyes that abfence throuds in vain ; 
Ahgenitle thoughts! foon lott the city caresamong.” Pyr14. 


The refleftions of Mr. R. on the nature of the fonnet, which 
occur in the fifth chapter, are fo judicious that we are tempted 
to fubjoin them to this fpecimen of that compofition. 


‘« The form of the fonnet, confined to a certain vetfification, and 
toa cercain number of lines, was unknown to the Roman poets, who 
adopting a legitimate meafure, employed it as long as the fubject re- 
quired it, but was moft probably derived from the Provengals*; al- 
though inftances of the regular ftanza now ufed in thefe compofitions 
may be traced among the Italians, as early as the thirteenth century, 
From that time to the prefent the fonnet has retained its precife form, 
and has been the molt favourite mode of compofiuion in the Italian 
tongue. It may, however, be juftly doubted whether the Italian 
poely has, upon the whole, derived any great advantage trom the 
frequent ufe of the fonnet. Confined to fo narrow a : compafs, it 
admits not of that extent and range of ideas which fuggeft themfelves 
to a mind already warm with its Tubjeét. On the contrary, it illuf- 
trates only one diltindt idea, and this muft be extended or condenfed, 
not as its nature requires, but as the rigid laws of the compofition 
prefcribe. One of the higheft excellencies of a matter of this art, 
confifts, therefore, in the {election of a fubject neither too long nor 
too fhort for the f pace it is intended to occupy. Hence the intention 
is cramped, and the free excurfions of the mind are fettered and 
reftrained. Hence too the greater part of thefe compofitions difplay 
rather the glitter of wit than the fire of genius, and hence they have 

een almoit folely appropriated to the illuftration of the paflion of 
love: a fubject w hich, tro.n its various nature, and the endlefs ana- 
logics of which it admits, is more fufceptible than any other, of 
being apportioned 1 into thofe detached fentiments of which the fonnet 
is compoted.” 


To thefe opinions on the fonnet we cordially fubfcribe, nor 
have we ever confidered it as a fymptom “favourable to the 
claim of genius among our prefent verfifiers in this country, 
that they have applied themfelves more than in any former 
period to this barren and technical fpecies of compofition. 
The legitimate fonnet indeed is not attempted, yet the precife 
epigrammatic ftrain of fourteen lines, is offered daily to the 
public ; in the inftance of Mrs. Smith, and one or two more, 
with a degree of effect that iorms its apology ; but too often 
with a difj sulting barrennefs of harmony and poetry. We fhall 
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* This conjecture is rather dubious, Rev. 
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590 Beddoes and t¥att on Airs. Part II. 


return in the enfuing month to this pleafing publication, when, 
perhaps, we fhall infert fome further proofs of the poetical 
talents of Lorenzo, and the ability of his tranflator. 


(To be continued.) 





Art. II. Confiderations on the medicinal Ufes and Produ&ion 
of faétitious Airs, By Thomas Beddoes, M. D. and Fames 
Watt, Engineer. Part lll, 8vo. 121 pp. 3s. Bulgin 
and Roffer, Briftol. Johnfon, London. 1795. 


eR Gee confiderations are introduced by a pretended letter 
from a Sir Jeremiah Morrifon, Bart. M. D.* an o&oge- 
narian, as he calls him{clf, complaining of the low ebb to 
which phyfic is reduced. ‘This he attributes to the cultom 
now prevailing, of confounding the different orders of practi- 
tioners ; the clown with his wooden fhoe, treading on the kibe 
of the peer; and to the difufe of the grave and decent habit, 
which formerly diftinguithed the phyfician, and with that, of their 
grave converfation and deportment. “Some diabolical fchemes 
are propofed by the pretended writer, to check the progrefs of 
the new philofuphy, which the editor weakly infinuates, has, 
by its celebrity, excited the jealoufy of the regular phyficians. 
The letter is oftenfibly publithed, with a view to ridicule 
the folemn appearance, and formal manners, of the phyficians 
of the old fchool, and to recommend the liberality and eafe 
inculcated by the favourers of the new doctrine: but, we think, 
not very happily. For, although we fhould allow that the 
grave and folemn deportment, recommended by the baronet, 
was fometimes a cover for dulnefs and ignorance, and that the 
mifchief accruing from ‘ the apothecary’s afluming the ehae 
racter of the phyfician, the licentiate of the fellow” may not 
always be fo great as he apprehends (as there are, certainly, 


many genilemen, in both thofe claffes, who fully deferve the 
confidence and reputation they have acquired) yet we cannot 
help thinking that the levelling do€trinc, which feems more 
or lefs to have pervaded and intected all ranks and focieties of 
men, gives in this, alfo, a reafonable ground for alarm. The 





ea ee 


* The letter is dated, June, 1795. No place of abode, either of 
the Baronet, or of Dr. Daniel Lorimer Renfhaw, to whom it is ad- 
drefied. 
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facility with which a diploma is obtained from fome fchools 
jn a neighbouring country, as’ well as on the continent, and 
the {warms of graduates annually fent by thofe kind elme 


matres, Many without h laving ever feen the fchool from which 


their diploma came, and fome who are f{earce able to read their 
credentials, has certainly contributed to degrade the practice 
of phyfic: and the recent attempt of an alfociation, to remove 
vi bar that excludes all perfons from becoming fellows of the 
College of Phyficians, who have not had a regular education, 
would, if fuccefsful, have had a fimilar sendenc: y» What gen- 
tleman of liberal education would,. in that cafe, have laboured 
to attain the principles of a {cience, in which, if learning was 
not thought to be neceilary, it might be confidered as hold- 
ing a fubordinaie rank. Weare fas from believing that the 
gentlemen engaged in this ftruggle, intended by removing 
this bar, to open the door of the college indifferently to all 
that fhould offer, to the illiterate as well as to the learned ; and 
it is under a conviction that they did not mean this, that we 
have ventured to make thefe obfervations, which may not only 
confole them, bot, perhaps, induce them, on further refleGtion, 
to rejoice in their defeat. For, take away the obligation of 
pafling through the regular iteps to alearned education, and what 
other criterion could th icy have eltablifhed, that would not be 
liable to evafion? If the new doctrine. inculcated by the book 
beforeus, fhould, prevail, want of erudition could certainly not 
be objected as a plea for exclufion, A happy knack at making 
experiments, or conducting fome aerial procelics, feems the prin= 
cipal requifite in this art, which, although it may require inge- 
nuity, dues not demand any great portion sof learning ; and con- 
fequently, had the fuit been fuccels ful, we fee no g round upon 
which a feat could have been refufed in the college, to an expe- 
rimental illiterate adventurer, armed with a diploma. 

The Confiderations themfelves are made up principally of 
letters from perfons, giving an account of the benefit they had 
received, from inhaling the different airs, afer all the ufual 
medicines had proved ineffeGtual in their feveral complaints, 
and from medical correfpondents containing fimilar accounts, 
with refleQions upon the cafes. Among the patients, fome 
dre faid to have been cured; others, after experiencing fome re- 
lief, were, by accidental circumitances, prevented Fronts conti- 
nuing the medicine ; in others, the difeafe having been too far 
advanced before they had recourfe to the airs, could not be 
fubdued. Any one who confiders ‘the formidable apparatus 
with which the airs are adminiftered, and the hyperbolical 
praifes by which they are recommended, will not wonder that 
the patients often thought themfelves, and fometimes adtually 
were 
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were relieved. Such is the power of imagination over our 
frame, that, while under its influence, the tooth ach, and even 
the tortures of the gout and ftone, are not unfrequently fuf 
pended. What wonders has animal magnetifm been faid to 
perform, all which mult have been effeeted by the mere agency 
of the imagination. ‘To the fame power we mutt attribute 
the great cures faid to be performed, and the numerous prof. 
lytes smade, by a Myerfbach and a Brodum. The learned edi. 
rh of this colleétion will, we dare fay, admit, or certainly 
ought in candour to allow, the truth of our obfervations ; and 
will agree, that a much longer {pace of time mult be allowed, 
and many more experiments made, before the ftories of the 
fplendid feats performed by the airs can be admitied, and their 
reputation fully eltablithcd. Of the many infallible remedies 
that have been difcovercd within the prefent century, how few 
have had merit fufficient to preferve them, longer than they 
were fup ported by the enthuliafm of their inventors ! 

‘he confideration of the fabulous letter ts refumed at the end 
of the pamphlet, and the editor takes upon himfelf to affirm, 
p- 108, as he fays, ** on the beit authority,” that two faéts re 
fated in it, of a very flagitious nature, are well authenticated. 
But as Sir Jeremiah Morrifon reprefents himfelf as a fellow of 
the College of Phyficians, and at this time in great pradtice 
about St. James’s, it is impoflible but the editor mult know 
that there is no fuch perfon in exiftence. ‘he whole feemsa 
flimfy fiction, calculared to ftrengthen the faith of the fubferi- 
bers to the author’s propofed aerial inftitution, by pretending that 
it has excited jentoaty among the London phyf ficians, and togain 
new profelytes. “The editor after all confoles himfelf with the 
hope ,» that if this country fhould ungratefully rejeét his inven- 
tions, they will be adopted by the French. + That ingenious 
people,” he fays, p. 109, ** which has nearly conquered lei- 
fure for cultivating the arts of humanity, will afluredly not 
neglect a ftudy fo clofely allied to the puriuits in which it has 
already excelled.” 





Art. IIT. Atkin’s Defcription of the Country from thirty to farty 


miles round Manchefier. 
(Concluded from our laft, p. 469.) 


N revifing a work of this extenfive and multifarious nature, 
we mashed not have given our readers any adequate idea of its 
plan and execution, without making many extracts from it 
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circumference. 


In the parifh of Leigh is the new village of Tildfley. 


«¢ This eftate had, in the year 1780, only two farm houfes, and 
¢ight or nine cottages, but now contains one hundred and fixty two 
houfes, a neat chapel, and nine hundred and feventy-fix inhabitants, 
who employ three hundred and twenty-five looms in the cotton ma- 
nufaftories of Marfeilles quiltings, dimities, corduroys, velvets, vel- 
veteens, thickfets, muflins, muflinets, and new fripes for furniture. 
Lately Mr. Johnfon has ereéted a large factory, fix {tories high, and a 
fteam engine, with dye-houfes and other extenfive buildings for the 
woollen bufinefs, which confifts of kerfeymeers and various fancy goods, 
There are two other factories 


but are now made here, 


called the Park, near Liverpool. 
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We now proceed to conclude what we withed to fay and exhi- 
bit of it, by fome more extracts and remarks. Having refted 
fuficiently at the centre, we fhall take our courfe along the 


in all woollen, and filk and wocllen. 
upon the eftate, intended to be let for the woollen bufinefs, and one 
very large building newly ereéted, intended for the {pinning of woollen 
and worited. Itis Mr. Jolnfon’s intention, to introduce the woollen 
branches into this part of the country, and it certainly appears a very 
eligible fituation. 

At Prefcott ** the watch-tools made have been excellent, beyond the 
memory of the oldeft watch-makers; and the manufacture has been 
much extended by improvements in making new tools of all forts, 
and the inventions for firft cutting teeth in wheels, and afterwards for 
finifhing them with exa¢tnefs and expedition. The drawing of pinion 
wire originated here, which is carried as far as to 
the wire is completely adapted for every fize of pinions to drive the 
wheels of watches, admirable for trath and fitnefs for the purpofe, but 
left for the workmen to harden. This pinion wireis now very cheap, 
the price having been lowered by a fingle workman in that branch, 
who left the country forty years fince, and fettled at Iflington, where 
he offered it at half price to the tool fhops in London. 
here {mall files, the beft in the world, at.a fuperior price indeed, but 
well worth the money, from the goodnefs of the fteel and cxaétnefs 
of cutting. They do not attempt making the larger files. 
make watch-movements mott excellent in kind, which ts greatly owing 
to the fupsrior quality of their files and tools. 
in what 1s called motion-work, fuch as dial wheels, locking f{prings, 
hour, minute, and fecond hands, &c. ( 
ments, and watch-cafes, were not part of the original manufacture, 
All thefe branches extend from Prefcort to 
the furrounding villages, and all along the road to Liverpool, in 
which town the bufinefs feems finally to have centered : the drawing 
of pinion-wire particularly, is now principally carried on ata place 
Upon the whole,-this tool-making 
bufinefs keeps removing to Liverpool, in the fame manner as the fuf- 
tian making, which originated at Bolton, has removed to Manchefter. 
The tool and watch-movement makers are numeroufly fcattered over 
the country, from Prefcott to Liverpool, occupying fmafl farms in cone 
junction with their manufacturing bufinefs, in which circumftance 
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they refemble the weavers about Manchefter. All Europe is more of 
lefs fupplied with the articles above-mentioned, made in this neigh. 
bourhood:” §P, 311. 7 

In this parifh ‘* the Ravenhead works manufacture thirty tons 
weekly of {mall copper bars, not feven ounces troy weight, for the 
Fait-India Company ; which are exported to China, and are fuppofed 
to pafs for coin. Thefe bars are dropped from the mould into water 
where an effervefcence begins in a few minutes to take place at bee 
end, and proceeds qui¢kly to the other, by which the bar is chanoed 
from a leaden hue to the colour of red fealing wax. The bar refem. 
bles in fhape a fick of wax.” P, 313. 


At Liverpool, “ the other eye of Lancafhire,”’ as it is pro. 
perly denominated, the population appears to have grown in 
the following proportion, as we colleé& it from the fucceffive 
pages ofthe work. From thefe lifts, regifters of marriages 
chrillenings, and burials, n ot 


? 7 ¢ « he te rr : “ ° . 

** It would appear, that, even in the firt ycar of this century, Li. 
ai did roe Apsaeen population of more than about 4240 perfons—— 

1¢ number of inhabitants 1n 1720 is computed at 

acc ge ssid 4 mp at 10,446, confide. 
rably above double that in the fir year of the century.—In the year 

- ry ‘ :" } or ‘ spr . » ay aera . " 
515% the number of people excceded 12,000.—In 1740, they were 
yy computation more than 13,000.—By the year 1760, the population 
of Liverpool had reached, by computation, 25,787 fouls.—In the be. 
ginning of the year 1773, aplan was executed, which ought never to 
be | ng neglected in alarge town, that of an actual enumeration of 

T ‘ : thich oave 9 —_ 3 

its inhabitants, which gave 34,407.” P. 335 —343. 


Let us compare this population with that at Manchefter, 
vn ge 1 . ¢ = ae aed . “ 
and we fhall ftand amazed at the refult of both. In the fame 
year, 1773, onan equal enumeration of inhabitants, Manchef. 
ter, with its fuburbs of Salford, contained 27,246 perfons., 


«¢ At Chriltmas 1788, the whole number of people in both towns 

; te at lin - 2 
might be reckoned at more than $0,000. During the year 1791 the 

ca ° ° ° e a d s 
chriftenings in thefe towns amounted to 2960, the burials at 2286: 
theie numbers, by the ufual mode of calculating, will give from fixty- 
five to feventy-four thoufand inhabitants ; an increafe almoit unparal- 
leled 1” =P. 157. 

f rom what parts of this or the neighbouring ifles, did two 
towns fo near derive fuch an altonifhine acceffi c : 

nts, in fo fhort uch an aitonifhing acceflion of inhabi- 
tants, in fo fhort a period? 

P oe —— vm Gham snaen ’ ° ‘ 

Let us now trace the progrefs of its commerce, in the fame 

manher, but more at large. 


*¢ Tn 356, 


5» all the fhipping of the place confifted of ten barks, 
the largeit of forty tons burthen, and two boats, the whole making 223 
tons, and navigated by 75 tons; and at Wallafey, a creck oppofite, 
were three barks and boats, making thirty-fix tons, and navigated by 
fourteen men.—F rom this period to that of the civil wars, the increafe 
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of its trade could not be very confiderable, fince we find no mention 
of the place worthy of being recorded.” P. 334. 


This is a miftake, equally in Dr. Enfield, who is cited, and 
Dr. Aikin ; as Camden in 1590-1607, calls the town the moff 
commodious, and the mof? accuffomed poit of paffage into Ireland, 
more famous for elegance and population than tor antiquity*, 


But “* in 1710 the increafe of trade had fuggefted the neceflity of a 
dock, and an act pafled for the purpofe of empowering the town to 
eonftruct one. Before this time, the fhips mutt have lain in the opea 
channel oppefite the town, as there is no natural creek or inlet from 
st, About this periad, the number of fhips belonging to the port 
was eighty-four, averaging fomething lefs than feventy tons burthen 
each, and navigated by eleven men at a medium.—In 1720 an aé& 
pafied for making navigable the rivers Merfey and Irweil as far as 
Manchetter ; the firlt ot thofe {chemes tor internal navigation in Lan- 
cafhire, which have fince multiplied to fuch a degree, to the benefit 
of the whole country, and efpecially of Liverpool, the great centre 
of its export and import trade. ‘The fame year,, 1720, likewife gave 
rife to a {till more important defign of water-communication, which 
was that, by means of the river Weaver, with Northwich and Winf- 
ford bridge.—But, although the act pafled this year, it was not till a 
confiderable time afterwards that its purpofes were tully brought into 
effect. —An att had pafled in 1717 tor enlarging the ume granted by 
the firft dock aét ;—-and, in 1738, another act pafled for enlarging the 
time of the lait a¢t; whence it may be concluded, that its purpofes, 
asto the making of the fecond dock, were not yet completed, Ie 
was probably for the want of thefe conveniences, that the tonnage of 
fhips entering inwards was no greaier in the year 1737, than it had 
been in 17163 but, after this period, the increafe became rapid,— 
By the year 2760, the tonnage of the fhipping belonging to its port 
was above four times that of the year 170g.—In 1762, tuch was the 
prefent ftate, and fuch were the future profpects of the town, that an 
aét was obtained for making an additional dock and pier, and erecting 
light-houfes in or near the port.—‘The new dock, more {pacious thaa 
either ot the former, was a vaft addition to the accommodation of the 
port, and its piers and quays greatly improved its beauty and grandeur. 
It was not finithed till about 1771.—In the begianing of the year 
1773,” on * an actual enumeration of its inhabitants,—with refpect 
to the fea-faring men employed in the Liverpooi fhips, they were found 
to beabout 6000. P. 335-343. The harbour of Liverpool is entirely ar~ 
tificial, confilting of docks tormed within the town, and commanicating 
with the river. No maritime town in Great Britain, perhaps in 
Europe, can vie with Liverpool in the number and extent of thefe 
works, which afford conveniences in loading and unloading of fhips, 
{uperior to thofe enjoyed by any natural harbours. Of the docks there 
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* «« Commodiffimus et ufitatifimus eft in Hiberniam trajedtus, ele- 
gantia et frequentia quam antiquitate cclebrior.” 
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are two kinds, the wet and the dry. The former are fo conftru@ed 
with flood-gates, that water enough is pounded in them to keep the 
fhips afloat 1n all times of the tide. The. latter are the entrances to 
the others, and partake of the ebb and flow of the river. The wet 
docks are ufually occupied by fuch fhips as go foreign voyages; the 
dry by coafting veffels: between thefe are feveral graving docks, 
which admit or exclude the water at pleafure, and are capable of re. 
ceiving two or three veffels at a time, for the purpofe of repairin 

them. ‘The docks extend along the river nearly the breadth of the 
town.—The length of quay aftorded by all thefe fpacious bafons, will 
appear, on calculation, to be fo great, as to eclipfe all the moft fas 
mous of the river or fhore quays in the diferent fea-ports. On the 
fides of the docks are warchoufes, far furpafling, in thofe refpects, the 
warchoufes of London. P. 354. ‘The dock-duties were in 1754, 20gsl, 
¥1s.; 1764, 2780l. 3s. 4d.; 1774, 45801. 5s. gd. 3 1784, 6sQ7h 
11s. 1d.3 1794, 10,678]. 7s. Ships, native and foreign, that have 
annually entered the port, 1753, 584 Britifh, 28 Foreign; 1763, 
574 Britith,-78 Foreign; 1773, 970 Britifh,-57 Foreign; 1783, 
1165 Britith, 206 Foreign; 1793, 1704 Britith, 215 Foreign, 
Before the regulation of the manifeft act, the number of thips properly 
belonging to each port could not be afcertained with any certainty, 
We do not, therefore, copy any earlier accounts of this kind for 
Liverpool; but content ourfelves with giving thofe for the feven years, 
ending in 1793, which have been copied from the regifter of the 


fhipping of that port. 


Year Ships Tons Year Ships Tons, 
1787 445 725731 1791 528 83,696 
1788 475 76,078 1792 §84 92,008 
1789 479 76,251 1793 606 96,694.” P. 366. 


1799 504 0,003 : 

Such an aftonifhing fa& have we under our eyes here, ofa 
port owning only 84 fhips.of 70 tons, one with another, about 
{fo late a year as 1710; yet pollelling 606 fhips of 96,694 tons, 
in all, in 1793! The fa&, we prefume, is not to be pas 
ralleled in any other part of the globe. 

We thould willingly go on with the work to Chefter, to 
Wrexham, and very many towns befides. But we muft re- 
member the limits of a Review. We fhovld be particularly 
glad to reft awhile at the Staffordfhire potteries. Yet we force 
ourfelves from thefe ‘and other topics, to notice what is faid 
of Halifax. 

« For fome time paft the flaple manufaflory of the place and 
neighbourhood has been tammics, fhalloons, drawboys, known beft 
under the title of figured laftings and amens, fuperfine quilled ever- 
laftings, double ruffels, ferges de Nifme and du Rome. Thefe are 
all made from con bing wool, They are brought in the unfinifhed 
ftate to the Piece-hall, where the merchants attend every Saturday to 
purchafe. Formerly the greateft part of thefe goods were bought by 


the London merchants, for the fupply of foreigners; but, for = laft 
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fifteen or twenty years, dye-houfes and other conveniences have been 
erected by merchants, who finifh the goods upon the fpot, and are 
thereby able to underfell the London merchants. Of thefe goods, 
very few in proportion are fold inland. Large quantities go to all 
the European continent, of which thofe fent to Cadiz are chiefly ex- 
ported to Spanifh America, Many fhalloons go by land to London, 
for the Turkey trade. There is, befides, a very confiderable manu- 
factory of kerfeys and half-thicks, alfo of ftockings and baize, prin- 
cipally in the hands of merchants of property in the neighbourhood 
of Sowerby, and made in the valley from Sowerby-bridge up to Rip- 
penden, and higher. ‘The whole of the Britith navy is clothed from 
this fource. Large quantities are alfo, in time of peace, feat to Hol- 
land, and fome to America.” P. 563. 


With this extraé we conclude our revifal of this extraopdi- 
nary work ; and cannot but obferve at the clofe, that no other 
region in the Whole ifland, fo pregnant with objects of manu- 
facturing and commercial, importance, could have been felected 
by that adventurous fpirit, who planned in fancy, and executed 
in expence, the prefent publication*; and whofe birth-place, with 
pleafure, we recognile, we think, at that rea/ centre of the 
whole circle, where, ** at Rowcrofs,” in Mottram Longden« 
dale, ‘* is an ancient favourite cottage, of which a view is 
given.” Norcould Mr. Stockdale have fingled out a fitter 
perfon for arranging his materials and compofing his work, 
than the very author whom he engaged in the bufinefs, whofe 
mind was competent to this or any other undertaking, whofe 
fituation placed him near the centre of the circle, and whofe 
pen could throw all the charms of agrceable f{tyle, even over 
the machines and the modes-of manufacture themfelves. We 
cannot therefore with thefe feelings, hefitate to recommend a 
work, fo honourable at once tothe writer and the colletor, We 
recommend it to all, who wifh to mark with a philofophical 
eye, the ftruggles of human indultry and human. ingenuity, 
crowned with great fuccefs at laft; and to the fludies or libra- 
ties of thofe, who have the nobler and more Britith defire, to 
behold towns, villages, hamlets, through a circuit of a won- 
derful extent, all the ftriking witneffes of the political happi- 
nefs enjoyed, and the aftonithing improvements made, under 
the patronage of our prefent conftitution in church and ftate. 


——— -- em 





eg a nner -_ 


* In the beginning of our former article, where we ftate the circuit 
decribed to be a thoufand fquare miles, read ‘* near four thoufand” ; 
according to the calculation of the editor himfelf, 
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598 : Trefbam's Sea-Sick Minftrel. 


Art. IV. The Sea-Sick Minftrel; or, Maritime Sorrows, 
A Poem. In fix Cantos. 4to. 5s. R. White. 1796, 


IE artift, whofe very elegant and airy figure of Venus’ 


forins the frontifpiece to this poem, is its reputed author, 
and certainly he has no reafon to conceal a circumftance fo 
honourable to his talents. If Mr. Trefham has ftudied to 
become a painter, Nature feems to have made him a poet 
without ftudy; and the conne€tion of the powers which pro- 
duce thefe “ a tred forts of excellence, is here very pleafingly 
iuftrated. e fay that he has become a poet without ftudy, 
becanfe his is aps no means a work of poetic art, but a very 
irregular effufion of real genius. Many are the paffages, which, 
as critics, we fhould be obliged to condemn, but much more 
jumerous are thofe, which, as occafional votaries of the Mufe, 
we fhould be very proud to equal. The conneétion of fome 
parts is abrupt and imperfe&, the meaning of others is ob{cure; 
yeta vein of genuine humour runs through the whole, and 
there is rauch that is luminous, and much that i is ingenious and 
energetic. ‘The verfification is in general good, and evinces 
an accurate ear; except in the rhymes, where it feems to have 
been mifled by fome provincial habits, perhaps Hibernian, for 
we know not the country of the author. What leads to this 
fifpicion in particular, is the frequency of fich rhymes as 
grace and peace; declare, Belvidere; tafte, feaft, leaves, craves; 
debate, heat, names, Rcatkys &c. which do not well coincide, 
except by oe said of fuch pronunciation. Be this as it may, 
there is nerit enough in the poem amply to counterbalance 
this and all its other defeéts, on which, therefore, we fhall 
not dwell, but fhall proceed to the more pleafing tafk of ex- 
emplitying its beauties. Among thefe ts the very opening of 
the whole, which is replete with delicate and poetical hu- 
mour. 


** Long has the pdet, pent in modeft nook, 
Paus d—-dread fufpence !_-to bind*, or burn his book ; 
At length refolv’d, from defperation brave, 
He fings the virgin forrows of the wave. 

For law, lawn-fleeves, and field of Mars unfit, 
‘Too mild to rail at penfioners or Pitt, 
Too dull to catch at foul-fubduing grace ; 
‘Loo weak to fhield the wounded arts of peace ; 
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What can dejection ?—Hauth'd be ev’ry care, 
A ray from beauty counteraéts defpair ! 

Kine flowing form, carnations mildly fpread, 
Harmonious mixture, pearly, white, and red ; 
Ambrofial trefles, aliens to controul, 
Diffolving lips, and eyes that {peak the foul ; 
Wirtnefs how oft’, before I write or think, 

My pen is plung’d in figh-attemper’d ink ! 
How oft at inns, while fmoking viands wait, 
The lecter'd window breathes my faith, my fate : 
Where feats and trees record the tender fmart, 
How oft I break my pen-knife and my heart, 
And ah! perceptive of romantic fire, 
Regarded fonnets, and repuls’d defire : 

As o’er the cheek a foft fuffufion ftrays; 
Attun’d to pity! pardon truant lays.” 


The poetical exaggerations of the horrors of fea-ficknefs ate 


well imagined and happily exprefled. 


*¢ But why this qualmith, whence this queafy mood ? 
Have I fwill’d flaggons ? fwallow’d noifome food ? 
Drugs I abhor, nor have I lately fed 

With foreign beaux, who cleanfe their plates with bread ; 
Nor native boors, who pick—beyond belief !— 
Their tufks with forks, then ftick them in their beef: 
No mental loathings float upon the brain, 

No dire prognottics from a tribe infane 

Difeafe the fancy ;—yet flow languors creep, 
Contagion low’rs—chill dews the temples fleep, 
Man’s proud pre-eminence expiring lies, 

And the laft banquet foon—too foon—will rife.” 


After four lines of more humour than delicacy, but allow- 


able enough in a production of this kind, the poet thus pro- 
@eeds : 


c¢ O!—hand a vafe—alas! alas! too late ; 
Weep, weep controllers of the bed of ftate— 
Some healing hand for pity hold my brows— 
Seraphic pens, record fpontaneous vows! 
If once on fhore— away—a fluice prevails, 
The world is delug’d !—fpunges, mops, and pails t 
So lucid ftreams, ere winter bade them rife, 
Life of the landfcape, mirrors of the fkies, 
Enflam’d by mountain torrents fcour the plaia, 
And ruftic toil, and female tears are vain ; 
Carts, cradles, hurdles, crop, aud cottage {weep, 
Or, whirl’d in eddies,’ glut the ruthlefs deep 1” 


Every lover of poetry will certainly commend the harmony 


as well as the fpirit of thefe lines, nor are thofe which follow 
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at all inferior. The clofe of this Canto is fill better. Dea 
feribing the fea-fick, the author fays: 


«* Trembling, abafh’d, with downcaft, lifelefs look, 

As weeping willows pendent o’er a brook, 

Tier above tier, the {qualid fpectres‘mourn, 

Heave up their fouls, and hug the conftant urn! 
Ye ftreaming flags, dread omens to the foe, 

Ye brezen tubes, dire winitters of woe, 

Ye cafks, ye puncheons flow’d with gen’rous checr,' 

Blocks, cables, cordage, cat-heads, capftan hear, 

Blithe cans of flip, and jeft-promoting grog, 

And thou, great naval qway-qwifer, the log, 

While fcoff’d, unnerv’d, and fpiritlefs we moan, 

Witnefs our torments, and atteit each groan.” 


It will readily be confefled that, fingular as the fubjeé is, 
the ingenuity of the author has con trived to make it the vehi- 
cle of much amufement. He takes, however, in the fubfe- 
quent Cantos, the liberty of digreffion, and employs it very 
freely. Fancy, in one place, fets before him a prodigious ban- 
quet, which is defcribed with much originality. Among many 
humorous lines, thefe particularly attraéted our notice. 


Nor Garrow’s toiling voice, nor Sturt’s ftout lungs, 
Nor Argus’ felf, though all his eyes were tongues, 
Could name the difhes, no, nor all the books 
Penn’d by the wife pro lixity of cooks !— 

Here hills of t paz, there rock. cryftals beam, 
And fpicy iflands float in floods of cream! 

Proud haunches peer, like fea-forfaken rocks 5 

A clo 7 -cap’d pyramid of roafted ox 

Extends a lengthen’d fhadow o’er the land, 

‘Teal, partridge, woodcock, pheafant, tamely ftand ; 
And la ft, not leaft, 4 bird, whofe candid plume 
Arms modern wits, and 1 refcued ancient Rome. 


The fourth Canto is dedicated to the merits of the Royal 
Academicians, and the demerits of the unfortunate hiftorian 
of painting, Mr. Bromley, whofe firft volume we pafied over 
in —_— , as publithed rather before our commencement, but 

hofe fecond we muft notice ere long. Here, as is but too 
common, the fatire furpaffes the panegyric the one will, 
many inftances, have no effect ; the other will be 6 Bm 
It isakind of Eclogue, with a fatiric burden, returning at va- 
rious periods to the fubj jet of animadverfion, and has no {mall 
fhare of humour. The fifth canto returns, rather fn a defultory 
manner, to the original fubje@t ; and the fixth particularly at- 
tacks the tafte and judgment of fome remarks hazarded by Mr. 
R, P. Knight, in his poem of the Landfcape. 
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Trefbam's Sea-fick Minftrel. 6or 


The poetical part of this attack is not fo well executed as 
the chicf texture of the poem, but the remark in the note on 
his very injudicious commendation of the Belvidere Apollo, is 
too important to general talte not to be brought forward. 
«« The Landfcape Lyrift,”’ he fays, among other things, 


Applauds appeals of genius to the heart 
Pre{cribes, yet practices the furgeon’s art, 
And touch’d with rapture at perfection’s point, 
Proclaims Ar OLLo’s fhoulder out of joint ; 
Purrs o’er the groffnefs, like a tender nurfe, 
Declares to form it better had been worfe, 
‘Then greatly rifing with a travell’d fhrug, 
Pours out Tatte’s eflence from a brazen J uc. 


«© To juitify thefe lines, as well as to vindicate she God of our ido~ 
latry, we matt here introduce the intire note on v. 129 of the Land- 
fcape, book 1. * Inthe ftatue of Apollo in the fame Cortile of the 
Belvidere ; the left fhoulder, which is raifed, is farther from the neck 
than the right, which is fallen, Am inaccuracy fo grofs, in a work of 
fuch mailerly excellence, muft have been intended ; and, I believe, the 
wonderful expreilion of lightnefs, movement and ae sility, which dif- 
tinguithes this figure, is confiderably augmented by it.’ Thus, ac- 
cording to the belief of the author of this jareguaee lightnefs, move- 
ment, and agility in the human frame, are not prod juced by a correét 
Organization, or an appropriate fymmetry of paris: even in the moft 
relined and dignified idea of manly beauty, roe Aro. Lo, theef- 
fence of ‘ apparent precifion,’ is nothing more than real incorreét- 
nefs ? and farm, and mrving fo expr fs ar d admirable, are the refule of 
grofs inaccuracy. Unfortunately tor this argument, the grofs inaccus 
racy producing fuch wonderful effects, bas no exiflencel” 


Here, it may be faid, is affertion againft aflestion ; but com- 
mon fenfe fo loudly declares that no fuch inaccur acy can be 
feen in fuch a (tatue, or if it could, that it mutt inevitably de- 
form and fpoil it, that we have no doubt of the fuperior accu- 


racy of Mr. Trefham in this point. On the wonderful jug, he 
thus remarks: 


«© Not having difcovered the want of /ymmeiry in the ftatue of 
Apollo, it is not to be wondered, if the latent beauties of this * little 
fpecimen of ancient manufacture, where all 1s Aarmony and unifon,’ 
fhould have efcaped our penetration: this‘infenfibility we regret, for 


undoubtedly a great fource of happinefs arifes from being able to find 
good in every thing.” 


The remainder of the note contains a commendation of an- 
other remark of the fame gentleman on the Laocoon, and a 


curious illuftration of it, which, in juftice to him, we will alfo 
cite, 
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** How far rules drawn from the praétice of ftatuaries and painters 
may be applicable to the improvement of the face of a country, or 
whether a gentleman’s feat fhould open on the fight like an epic poem 
on the mind, are fubjects on which we pretend not to decide: there 
are fome paflages in the Land/cape congenial to our feelings, particu. 
Jarly the obfervations on the group of the Laocoon and his fons. Vir- 
gil was certainly wrong in making the fuffering hero roar out—* in 
the marble the breait is expanded, and the throat contracted, to fhew 
that the agonies which convulfe the frame are borne in filence.’? Hav- 
ing once been a terrified fpectator of a panther feizing a young man, 
experience corroborates the opinion, that extreme agony takes away 
the power of utterance; in this afflicting fcene the fangs of the fore- 
paws penetrated into the fhoulder and thigh, while the animals teeth 
transfixed the left wrift of the youth ; in the extreme of diitrefs nota 
groan was heard from the fufferer, but his lips were in motion, as if 
crying for aid: at length, liberated by the joint exerrions of a friend, 
and the keeper of the wild beafts, after fome cordials had been admi- 
niftered, he recovered bis fpeech, and accufed the fpettators for not 
having compaffionated his fhrieks. The cireuinftance occurred in 
Rome ; a few German, French, and Englifh artifts were prefent, one 


of whom made a fketch as accurate as the diforder of the moment 
would permit.” 


Though this narrative is not, afterall, perfedtly inunifon with 
the remark of Mr. Knight, it is in itfelf curious, and worthy 
of prefervation, After commending the excellencies of this poem, 
notwith{tanding its imperfeCtions, we mutt add that, in {pie of 
all the privileges of genius, unfinithed writing is lefs aliowable 
in this age than it ever was before, and that a little more care 
and correction, with the advice of fome judicious friend, might 
have made ‘** The Sea-fick Minftrel” a morfel yet more 
worthy of being treafured in the repofitories of Tafte and 


Poetry. 





Art. V. Letters written during a fhort Refidence in Sweden, 
Norway, and Denmark. By Mary Wollftonecraft. 8vo. 
266 pp. 4s. Johnfon. 1796. 


SHAT Mrs. Wollftonecraft poffeffes extenfive information 
and confiderable powers of reafoning, the public has been 
already apprized. It remained for her to thow that fhe is ca- 
pable of joining to a ma/fculine underftanding, the finer fenfibi- 
Jities of a female. An heart exquilitely alive to the beauties 
of nature, and keenly fulceptible of every foft impreflion, 
every tender emotion. It may, perhaps, not be difficult to 
account for her difp'aying now, and not till now, that ascii 
an 
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Woilfionecraft’s Letters from Sweden, ec. 603 


and livelinefs of feeling which is the peculiar charaéteriftic of 
the fex. We are informed by report, and indeed we colle& 
frorn the book before us, that fhe has lately been placed in 
fituations where fentiments and emotions have been produced, 
unfelt and uncaufed before. In exchange for the {till calm of 
a fingle ftate, fhe has experienced alternately the endearments 
and the affidtions of a married life. The thrilling fenfa- 
tion of maternal tendernefs has been excited towards an in- 
fant ; and the pang of mifplaced affeGtion inflited by a huf- 
band. We muft not wonder then to fee occafionally in the 
book before us the painful expreflion of wounded feniibility, 
and the glowing effufion of maternal rapture. 

Thefe letters will not beexpeted to fet forth a dry and regu- 
Jar detail of incidents, or a methodical account of countries. 
The hiltorian will find little that can fwell his annals, and the 
cannoiileur nothing to gratify his peculiar talte ; but the lovers 
of nature will often feel their hearts beat in unifon with that 
of the writer, in tracing the fcenes fhe has pait, and the emo- 
tions they have excited. The politician and the moralift will 
each find many a reflection addreft to their attention. Would 
we could fay, in every inflance, entitled to their approbation ! 
But the peculiarity of Mrs. Wollftonecraft’s fentiments on 
many important fubjects, feems not to have been diminifhed, by 
a more extenfive intercourfe with mankind. We fhall, however, 
as diftinétly as we are able, place before our readers what we 
approve, and what, however reluctantly, we condemn, of 
this publication: and to begin with the more agrceable part, 
we mutt not fail to mark with our approbation the happy ta- 
lent for animated defcription which this writer poffefles, which 
docs ample jultice to her genuine relifh of the beauties of 
nature. 

One of thefe inftances is introduced in the following man- 
ner ; and our readers will not fail to obferve how much it is 
heightened by the pleafing effect of contraft. Defcribing the 
mode in which the Swedes entertain their friends, fhe fays : 


<«¢ Allow me to run over the acts of a vifiting day, not overlooking 
the interludes. 

‘* Prelude a luncheon; then a fucceffion of fifth, ficth, and fowl, 
for two hours; during which time the deflert, 1 was forry for the 
fivawberries and cream, refts on the table to be impreguated by the 
fumes of the viands. Coffee immediately follows in the drawing- 
rooin ; but does not preclude punch, ale, tea and cakes, raw faimon, 
&c. A fupper brings up the rear, not forgetting the introduétory 
luncheon, almoft equalling, in removes, the dinner, A day of this 
kind you would imagine quite fuficient—but a to-morrow and a 
to-morrow—A never ending, ftill beginning feaft may be bearable, 
perhaps, 
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604 Wollftonecraft’s Letters from Sweden, ec. 
perhaps, when ftern winter frowns, fhaking with chilling afpe& his 


hoary locks; but during a fummer, {weet as fleeting, let me, my 
kind ttrangers, efcape fometimes into your fir- -groves, wander oti the 
margin of your beautiful lakes, or climb your rocks to view fill 
others in endlefs perfpective ; which, piled by more than giant’s hand, 
{cale the heavens, to inte rcept its rays, or to receive the parting tinge 
oF lingering day—day that, fcarcely foftened into twilight, allows 
e trefhening breeze to wake, and the moon to burit forth in all her 
fh to glide with folemn elegance through the azure expanfe. 

«* ‘The cow’s bell has ceafed to tinkle the herd to reft; they have 
all paced acrofs the heath. Is not this the witching time of night? 
The waters murmur, and fall with more than mortal moufic, and Api- 
rits of peace walk abroad to calm the agitated breaft. Eternity is in 
thele moments: worldly cares melt into the airy ftuff that dreams are 
made of ; and reveries, mild and enchanting as the firft hopes of loye, 
or the recollection of loft enjoyment, carry the haplefs wight into 
futurity, who, in baftling r life, has vainly ftrove to throw off t “he grief 
which lies heavy at the heart. Good night! A crefcent hangs cut 
in the vault befo ve which woos me to ftray abroad—it is not a filvery 
reflection of the fun, but glows with all its golden fplendour. Who 


fears the falling dew? It only makes the. mown grafs {mell more 
fragrant.” P. 24. 


Our readers will allow us the indulgence of dwelling moft 
upon thofe parts of the work which we can praife; and we 
will fhow our gratitude, by laying be fore them the followi ing 
{cenes, which cannot be perufed without a warm fecling of 
2 afure. 


‘ I vifited near Gothenburg, a houfe with improved land about 
"ha with which | was particularly delighted. It was clofe to a lake 
embofomed in pine-clad rocks. In one part of the meadows, your 
eye was directed to a broad expanfe : jn another you were led into 
a fhade, to fee a part of it, in the form of a river, rufh a: nongit the 
fragments of rocks and roots of trees; nothing feemed forced. One 
recefs particularly gra nd and folemn, amongft the towerin g cliffs, had 
a rude ftone table and feat, pl ced in it, that might have ferved for 
a Druid’s haunt; whillt a placid ftream below enlivened the flowers 
on its margin, where light-footed elves would gladly have danced 
their airy rounds. Here the hand of tafte was confpicuous, though 
not 0 berufi ve, and formed a contraft with another abode in ‘the fame 
neighbourhoed, on which much money had been lavifhed: where 
Tralian colona des were placed to excite the wonder of the rude craggs ; 
and a ftone ilair-cafc, to tl ireaten with deftruction a wooden houfe. 
Venufes and Apollos condemned to lie hid in fnow three varts of the 
year, feemed equally difplaced, and called the attention off from 
furrounding fublimity without in fpiring any voluptuous fenfations. 
Yet even thete abor tions of vanity have been ufeful. Numberlefs 
workmen have b-en e: mployed, and the fuperintending artift has ime 
proved the labourers, whofe unfkilfulnefs tormented him, by obliging 
them to fubmit to the difci ipline of rules,” P, 34. 
« The 
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«¢ The rocks which toffed their fantaftic heads fo high, were often 
covered with pines and firs, varied in the mott ; icturefqgue manner, 
Little woods filled up the recefles, when forefis did not darken the 
feene ; and vallies and glen, cleared of the trees, difplayed a dazzlin 
verdure, which contratted with the ¢ gloom of the fhac ding pines. The 
eye ftole into many a covert where ‘tranquillity feemed to have taken 
up her abode, and the number of little lakes that continually prefented 
themielves, added to the peaceful compoiure of the icenery, “The 
little cultivation that appeared did not break the enchantment, nor 
did caftles rear their turrets aloft to crufh the cottages, and to prove 
that man is more favage than the natiyes of the woods,” P, so, 


A woman who defcribes in the animated, though rather bome 
baitic, mianncr of this author, cannot write RAN Sa fecling her 
fubj je & {trongly. The account fhe gives of her own emozions 
will not fil to interc(t a reader of tatte and fenfib: lity. The 


following defcriptians are plealingly enlivened by the fenfations 
excited in the neatliine’a mind, 


‘¢ T never endured a winter in this rude clime; confequently, it 


was not the contraft, but the real beauty ‘of the feafon, which 
made the prefent {ummer appear to me the fineft I had ever feen. 
Shel:ered from the north and eaflern wind ls, nothing cpa exceed the 
falubrity, the f rt frefhnefs of the weftern gales. In the evening they 
alfo die aw ay; the afpen leaves tremb le into fillneS, and repofin 
nature feems to be warmed by the moon, which here affumes a genial 
afpe€t: and if a light thower has happened, to fall with the jun, the 
juniper, the unde rwood of the foreli, exhales a wild perfume, mixed 
with a thoufand namelefs fweets, that, foothing the heart, leave 
images in the memory which the imagination will ever hold dear, 

«© When a warm heart has received ftrong impreilio.s, they are 
not to be effaced. Emotions become fentiments; and the imagina- 
tion renders even tranfient fenfations permanent, by fondly retracing 
them. Ic annot, without a thrill of delight, recolleé& views 1 have 
feen, which are not to be forgotten—nor looks I have felt in every 
nerve, which I fhall nev er more mect. The grave has clofed over a 
dear friend, the fricud of my vourh; 4:1 fhe is prefeat with me, and 
I hear her dote voice as | tray over the heath. F ate hi as feparated me 
from enother, the fire of whofe eyes, tempered by infantine tendernefs, 
fill warmsmy breaft; even when gazing on thefe tremendous cliffs, 
fublime emotions abforb my foul. And, {mile not, if I add, that 
the bat tint of me rning reminds me of a fuffufion, which will never 
more charm my fenfes, unlefs it re-appears on the cheeks of my child, 
Her fir et bluth es Ll may yet hide in my bofom, and fhe is ilill too 
young to afk, why ftarts the tear fo near akin to pleafare and to 
pain.” P. 7 

The at to Laurvig is very fine, and the country the beft cul- 
tivated in Norway. I never before admired the beech tree; and 
when 1 met ftragglers here they saayr me itill Iefs. Long and lank, 
they would have forced me to allow that the line of beauty requires 


fome curves, if the ftately pine, flandigg near, erect, throwing her 
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vaft arms around, had not looked beautiful, in oppofition to fuch 
warrow rules, 

* Inthefe refpects my very reafon obliges me to permit my feelings 
#0 be my criterion, Whatever excites emotion nas charms for me; 
though I infift that the cultivation of the mind, by warming, nay 
almoft creatiny the imagination, produces tafte, and an immente va. 
riety of fenfations and emotions, partaking of the exquifite pleafure 
infpired by beauty and fublimity. As I know of no end to them, 
the word infinite, fo often mifapplied, might, on this occafion, be 
introduced with fomething like propriety. 

*¢ But I have rambled away again. J intended to have remarked 
to. you the effect produced by a grove of towering. beech. The air 
lightnefs of their foliage admitting a degree of funfhine, which, 
giving a tranfparency to their leaves, exhibited an appearance of frefh- 
mefs and elegance that I had never before remarked, I thought of 
defcriptions of Italian fcenery, But thefe evanefcent graces feemed 
the effect of enchantment; and I imperceptibly breathed foftly, lef 
J fhould deftroy what was real, yet looked fo like the creation of 
fancv. Dryden’s fable of the flower and the leaf was not a more 
poetical reveric.” P, 118, 


It is probably unneceflary, after thefe quotations, to remark 
how greatly Mrs. Wollftonecraft has improved in her ftyle of 
writing. Now and then we meet with turgid or obfcure ex- 
preflions and paffages; but, upon the whole, a very great fupe- 
riority is vifible, in this refpect, over her former publications. 
Indeed we barely do juftice to the language, in pronouncing it 
entitled to praife for elegance and energy. One fhort paflage 
more we mult quote with commendation, as the fcene it ex- 
hibits is fo interefting, and the manner in which it is defcribed 


fo ftriking, 


© It was Saturday, and the evening was uncommonly ferene. In 
the villages, [ every where faw preparations for Sunday ; and I paffed 
by a little car loaded with rye, that prefented for the pencil and heart 
the {weeteft piCture of a harvelt home I had ever tcheld. A little 
girl was mounted @ fraddle on a fhaggy horfe, brandifhing a ftick over 
ats head ; the father was walking at the fide of the car, witha child ia 
his arms, who mutt have come to meet him with tottering fteps 5 the 
little creature was ftretching out its arms to cling round his neck ; and 
a boy, juit above petticoats, was labouring hard, with a fork, behind 
to keep the fheaves from falling. 

«« My eyes followed them to the cottage, and an involuntary figh 
whifpered to my heart, that | envied the mother, much as I diflike 
cooking, who was preparing their pottage. : 

‘© T was returning to my babe, who may never experience a father s 
care or tendernefs, ‘The bofom that nurtured her, heaved with a pang 
at the thought, which only an unhappy mother could teel.” P, 187- 
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O fi fic omnia! Pleafant indeed would be a reviewer's tafk— 
but, in the critical as well as in the moral world, 


Heu! cum melle Deus mifcet amaritiam, : 


If the faults in the work before us were confined to ble. 
mifhes of fiyle, or to mere peculiarity of fentiment, we could 
afs them over as compenfated by fuperior beauties, or we 
fhonld take a pleafure in the exercife of that critical gallantry 
which may prvperly be extended to the faid/es of a lady. We 
could allow Mrs. Wollftonecraft to ftand forward the chame 
pion and defender of her fex, from the ruthlefs oppreffion of 
ours, and we could fmi'e at an error which is fo little likely to 
gain converts. But when a woman fo far outfteps her proper 
iphere, as to deride taéts which the cannot difprove, and avow 
opinions which it is dangerous to difleminate, we cannot, con 
fittently with our duty, permit her to purfue triumphantly her 
Phseton-like career. 
We fhould, tor inftance, confider paflages like the follow. 
ing, as the harmlefs effect of miitaken zeal, and the innocent 
confequence of perverted judgment. 


«© Haplefs woman what a fate is thine!” P. 64. 


Speaking of the prefert king of Denmark, her indignation 
is roufed, and perhaps juftly, at the fate Of our unhappy coun= 
trywoman, which, of courfe, brings down a farcafm on our 
tyrant fex. ‘* What a farce is life! This effigy of majefty is 
allowed to burn down to the focket, whillt the haplefs Matilda 
was hurried into an untimely grave. 


As flies to wanton boys, are we to the gods ; 
They kill us for their {port.” P. 206. 


And again, ** moft men treat their miftrefles as kings do 
their favourites : erga, is not man the tyrant of the creation?” 
P, 214. 

— upon fubje&s where errors in opinion muft be danger in 
pratice, we are bound to cenfure the prefumption which 
formed, and the folly which publifhes them. Has Mrs. Wolls 
ftonecraft fufficiently confidered the complicated and extenfive 
chain of evidence of reafoning by which revelation is fupport- 
ed, to enable her confidently to oppofe her judgment to the ac- 
guiefcence of the wifeit, and to the decifion of ages ? Has the 
maturely weighed the analogy whkh fubfifts between the book 
of nature and the word of God? Has the diligently explored 
thofe fountains of knowledge, through which alone the proofs 
of revelation can be properly and accurately eftimated? And 
can the fecurely bid defiance to that mafs of moral probabilities 
Which has aflured to the moft learned, and the moit thinking 

5 men, 
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men, the credibility of the Chriftian religion ? We are convin- 
ced fhe has not done this ; nor can we compliment her ver 
much upon her powers of difcernment, if fhe can fuppofe Pa- 

anifm and Chriltianity fupported by the fame evidence, or 
entitled.to the fame refped. 


«« What,” fhe fays, ‘* has piety, under the Heathen or Chriftian 
fyftem been, but a blind faith in things contrary to the principles of 
reafon? And could poor reafon make confiderable advances, when it 
was reckoned the highelt degiee of virtue to do violence to its dic- 
tates?” =P. 217. 

The fiippancy of the following obfervation is furely incon- 
fiftent in one who has fo juftadread of annihilation*,” 


Speaking of fume bodies which were embalmed in Norway, 
fhe fays : 

«© T could not learn how long the bodies had been in this ftate, in 
which they bid fair to remain tll the day of judgment, if there is to 
be fuch a day ; and before that time it- will require fome trouble to 
make them fit to appear in Company with angels, without difgracing 
humanity.” 

If Mrs. W.. could confider candidly and ferioufly the merits 
and the evidence of that fyflem which {trengthens the obliga- 
tions, and confirms the hopes, of natural religion, and at the 
fame time adds fuperior motives for aCtion, and enfures brighter 
profpects, fhe would not find her head fo often ficken with 
anxiety, tremble with apprehenfion, and feel paified with defpair, 
She would find refuge from forrow, in feelings and in hopes, 
prompted by fomething better than a rong imagination, the only 

glace the now knows for a bleeding heartt. 

Her fcepticifm, of courfe, does not make her particularly li- 
beral to priefls, p. 251. And indeed they are fo little favourites 
with her, that her indignation falls, in no very good-natured 
way, upon the poor clerk. 


«« Always a confequential man in every country ; a being proud of 
a little fmattering of learning, to ufe the appropriate epithet, and 
vain of the ftiff good breeding reflected from the vicar; though the 
fervility practifed in his company gives it a peculiar caft.”  P. 149. 








* P. 97; 

+ Vid. p. 129. “ I was ready to ak whether this world was not 
created to exhibit every poflible combination of 'wretchednefs.” P. 103. 
«* Black Melancholy hovers round my footfteps, and Sorrow fheds a 
mildew over all the future profpects which Hope no longer gilds.” 
ee TS3e “ 
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The political fentiments of this lady have been deve-~ 
loped before, and indeed fo peculiar is her method of obferva- 
tion, that fhe pronounces the fubjes of a defpotic government, 
«‘ the moft free community fhe has ever obferved.” P. 76, 
while the Irifh are pitied as experiencing the miferies of the 
moft unrelenting defpotifm. ‘* Though the Norwegians are 
not in the abject ttate of the Irifh.” P. 159. ‘* The reftrics 
tion which moft refembles the painful fubordination of Ire- 
Jand.” P. 78. 

«© Ariflocracy,” we are told, p. 114, ‘*and fanaticifm feem 
equally to be gaining ground in England, particularly in York- 
fhire.”’ 

We have however remarked fome obfervations which do 
not appear quite confiftent with the general calt of her politi- 
cal fentiments. 


. 
«© In thefe regulations the arbitrary government, the king of 


Denmark being the moft abfolute monarch in Kurope, appears, which 
in other refpects feeks to hide itfeif in alenity which renders the laws 
nullities. If any alteration of the old cuftoms is thought of, the opi- 
nion of the whole country is required and maturely confidered. I 
have feveral times had occafion to obferve, that fearing to appear ty- 
rannical, laws are allowed to become obfolete, which ought to be put 
in force, or better fubftituted in their flead ;- for*this mittaken mode- 
ration, which borders on timidity, favours the leatt refpectable part of 
the people.” P. 148. ‘* The ariftocracy in Norway, if we kee 
clear of Chriftiania, is far from being formidable.” P. 169. ‘* The 
prince royal, determining to be economical, almoft defcends to parfi- 
mony; and perhaps depreffes his fubjects by labouring not to opprefs 
them: for his intentions always feem to be good—yet nothing can 
give a more forcible idea of the dullnefs which eats away all activity 
of mind, than the infipid routine of a court, without magnificence or 
elegance.” P. 225. 


We.-mutt alfo remark that Mrs. Wollftonecraft’s morality 
feems to be tin€tured with the peculiar caft of her fentiments 
on other fubjects. Hofpitality is more than obliquely cenfured 
as proceeding ‘* from the indolence or vacancy of an head.” 
P. 21. She has * always been an enemy to charity, becaufe 
timid bigots, endeavouring thus to cover* their fins, do violence 
to juftice, till, ating the demi-god, they forget that they are 
men.” P. 244. 


As 





* As Mrs. Wollftonecraft plainly alludes to a phrafe of Scripture, 
we fhall beg leave to inform her that fhe has been deceived by the am- 
biguity of the tranflation; and, like many other unbelievers, has 
taifed an objection, which a critical knowledge of the original — 
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As ina former work alfo*, the virtue of Necker fubjefed 
him tothe cenfure of this author, on the fame account we 
find an infinvation glanced againft Count Bernftorf in the 
prefent. ** He is a worthy man, a Sitrtle vain of his virtue a 
ba Necker.” P. 228. And another cenfure, which we fhould 
Interpret an encomium, on the fame eminent charaer, is 
couched in the following terms. 


‘© Determined not to rifk his popularity, for he is tenderly careful 
of his reputation, he will never glorioufly fail like Struenfee, or dif. 
turb, with the energy of genius, the ftagnant ftate of the public 
mind.” P, 228. 


We have been rather full in our account of a work not very 
extenfive, becaufe it appears to us to contain great merits and 
great defeéts ; and we are defirous of difcriminating between 

‘the one and the other with accuracy and candour, that we ma 
not be fuppofed incapable of relifhing beauties with which ble- 
mifhes are intermixed, and that our readers may not incur the 
greater hazard of being dazzled by erroneous opinions, amid 
the fplendor of animated defcriptions and juft fentiments, 
with which they are furrounded, 





have obviated. Thetext, 1 Pet. 4. 7. does not import that a man’s 
charity will cower Ais own fins. ** For however charitable any man 
may be, God will not cover, or forgive any of his fins, except thofe 
which ke has repented of or forfaken. But it implies that love of 
charity towards our neighbours, will lead us to hide his faults.” if 
we regard the conne¢tion here, or the place in the Old Teftarsent 
from whence the words were taken, we Cannot interpret them in any 
other manner, They run thus: Prov.x. 12. Hatred ftirreth up firife, 
but lowe covereth all fins. Vid. Benfon ad loc. 

The more accurately Mrs. Wollftonecraft underfiands Chriftianity, 
the more fhe will find it to be by far the moft benevolent, the moft ufe- 
ful, and the moft comfortable fyftem of religion ever propofed to man. 
‘The vices or frauds of its profeffors have nothing to do with it. The 
Gofpel is the proper place to fhow what Chriftianity 4s. 


* View of the French Revolution, p. 60, 
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Dr. Morgan on the Trinity of Plate, Se, 6:6 


Arr. VI. An Inveflization of the Trinity of Plato and of 
Philo Fudaus, and of the Ejfecis which an Attachment te 
their Writings had «pon the Principles and Reafonings of the 
Fathers of the Chriftian Church. By Cafar Morgan, D. De 
Chaplain to the Lard Bifbop of Ely. "hes. 180 pp. 4s. 6d. 
Rivingtons. 1795. 


THE author of this inveltigation is one to whom ‘ the 

honorary prize was adjudged by Teyler’s Theological 
Society at Haerlem, in April, 1785*.” ‘The inveftigation 
itfelf is a work, fingular equally in its defign and in its exes 
cution, It undertakes to refute all the commonly received 
opinions of their being any intimations in Plato, and even in 
Philo, of the fecond perfon in the Trinity, the Son or the 
Logos of God, It, however, is more hardy in its defign than 
vigorous in its execution, more enterprifing than effeétive in 
its operations: and we behold the writer, amid all the duft 
which he raifes about him with his Greek, feemingly confcious 
of his own weaknefs, fulicitous for his own fafety, and mae 
nacled in his exertions by the fears which he cannot fubdue, 
as well as by his caufe, which cannot bedetended., 

That Plato throws out fome intimations concerning the 
Logos, has been believed by the whole world of learned Chrif- 
tians, from the firft ages of Chriftianity to the prefent ma- 
ments. Nor has this belief been founded upon frivolous rea 
fons. Plato actually fpeaks of this very perfonage as man, 
in a loofe kind of prophecy concerning him. ‘* We mutt 
wait then,” cries Socrates to Alcibiades, in one of Plato’s 
dialogues, ‘* till /ome one teaches us how we ought to conduc 
ourfelves towards Gods and towards men. A/, When will 
that time come, O! Socrates, and who will be this teacher ¥ 
For I think I fhould furvey fuch a man, and mark who he isy, 
with peculiar pleafure. Soc. Heit is who cares for you: but 
I think, as Homer fays, Minerva took away the mift from 
the eyes of Diomed. 


« That he might well difcern a God from man,” 
fo likewife cught he firft to take away that mift from your mindy 
which is now before it. 4/. Let him, if he pleafes, take 
away the mift, or any thing elfe, from me, as [ am thoroughly 
prepared to evade none of the commands laid upon me by him, 
whoever he be, of the human race, if I may become better 





ad P, 178, 
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by fo doing. Sze. ** He is the very being, who has fuch a 
wonderful affection for you *.” In tran lating this paffage, 
we are equally furprifed and delighted, at the glimpfe beré 
caught aa the mirror of tradition, of the erand feathas of 
mankind ; of the neceflity alledged for his coming as a teacher ; 
of his dignity expected to be fh. wn, by his renk ‘oval of mifts 
from the mind: and of his providence actually exerted at 
the moment, in his affeClionate care for the race of man. 
But Plato, in another place, fpeaks more particularly of 
him, as a mere man, as a fuffering man. Imagining a 
rik ghteous man, he reprefents him juit as the apocry- 
hal ; author of the Wifdom of Solomon does, in a (triking 
fix ibis: ude to the chara&ter of our Saviourt. ‘* Let us,” fays 
Glauco, ** produce a righteous man, one with fimplicity of 
manners and with exaltation of mind, willing not to feem 
but to be good, yet fript of all, except his righteoufnefs, 
For, though he does no wrong, let him bear she firangept im- 
putation of dung it; that he may be fifted i in bis rightecufnefs, 
fo indeed as not to be dorne diwn by evil report and its con- 
feque nces, but to fland immoveable till death ; fo circumftanced, 
the righteous man will be fcourged, will be tortured, will be 
bound, and in death, after he has fuffered every injury, will 
be crucified <. After two fuch declarations as thefe, from the 
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pen of Plato, be muft be bold indeed, that precludes all intima- 
tion from him concerning the Logos. Still bolder mutt 
fucha man appear, when we fecolleét that an author fo old as 
to be cited for Orpheus, and'cited a hundred and fifty years 
prior to our era; that Epicharmus, who wrote in Sicily about 
four hundred and fifty prior ; that Nebuchadnezzar*, who lived 
about fix hundred ; and Virgil, (according to fome interpreters) 
who wrote about forty only ; all fpeak of the Logos or the Son 
of God, and fome of them exprefsly as Godt.” 

Having made this obfervation, we enter upon Dr. Morgan’s 
reafonings, and try with what weapons he encounters fuch an 
holt oppofed to him. we therefore take the firft argument, 
that he prefents to us. The following pailage i in the Epi- 
nomis,” he fays, ‘ is ‘fappofed by fome,” Le Clere and 
Brucker, “to eftablith Plato’s belief of the creation of the 
world by the Logos.” But this fuppofition the doétor rejects, 
for three reafons. Qhe ts, though only infinuated here, the 
main topic in all his argumentation, that Acyos is ufed in the 
context for the principle of reafon ; a topic, however, that 
proves nothing. In Heb. iv. 12-13, we equally find, that 
‘© the word of God,” 6 Adyos r& 0:3, “ isa difcerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart,” and ‘ all things are naked 
and opened unto him with whom we have to do,” apis ov iuiv 
6 Adyse In Dr. Morgan’s mode of. axguing, therefore, we 
mutt conclude the firlt part of the paflage to have no relation 
to the divine Logos, becaufe the word Acyss occurs at the clofe 
in its ordinary acceptation ; even though the perfonality and 
the divinity of the Logos are fo pointedly indicated, by his be- 
ing what God alone is ‘‘ a difcerner of the thoughts and ins 
tents of the heart.” ‘This reafon, therefore, is totally frivolous 
and unfound. A fecond is alfo afligned, that the former Logos 
appeaus from the context to mean only reafon. Againf{t this, 
we may fafely appeal to all our readersat once. ‘* Know ye,” 
fays one of the fpeakers in this dialogue, ‘ that there are eight 
powers, three of thefe are, one of the fun, one of the moon, 
and one of all the ftars—mentioned before, with five others ;— 
but no one ever thinks of thefe, that fome are Gods, and fome 








crificed ; feeming, from its formation, we fuppofe, not to be capable 
of fuch a fenfe as crucifixion. But it is in its formation fimilar to 
avacxoromiaberie, which is ufed undoubtedly for crucified, by Lucian; 
and fignifies being ftretched upon eleven fiakes, as the other does being 
frretch ed upon a fake or fakes. 

* See Daniel iii, 25. 

+ Whitaker’s real origin of Arianifm, p. 250, 253, 128,129,123» 
130. 
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614 Dr. Morgan on the Trinity of Plate, 2. 
not, or that fome of them are legitirhate, and others fuch as it 
is not fit to name ; but let us all fay and {peak of all, as being 
brothers, and in brotherly allotments ; nor fet us affign the ho- 
nour of a vear to one, of a month to "another ; ; nor let us pre- 
{cribe to them any allotment, any time, in which | each | moves 
through its circuit, completing the world, that the Logos, the 
moft divine of all, hath fixed vifible to us*.” Here the final 
claufes are evidently infulated in themfelves, having no con- 
neGlion of ideas, whatever they may have of words, with the 
parts immediately before. All reafoning from the context 
therefore is juft as irrelevant as any inference from the vile 
acceptation of a fingle term in it; the mere fhow and 
lufion of logic. But, to turn the paffage more effectual ly % 
his purpofe, the doétor wrefts the word xscy.s from its ordinary 
and ufual acceptation, even that veryacceptation which it regu- 
larly retains in Plato himfelf, of the wor/d; to make it catch 
its primary meaning of beauty, then reflee its fecondary of 
order, and fo exprefs ‘* the vilible order” of the world. Thus 
to divert the meaning of the word, however, isas ufelefs as it 
is harfh. For whether the world, or the order of the world is 
meant, it Is averred to have been formed by ‘* the Logos, the 
moft divine of all,” that Logos which is di tinguifhed from the 
Logos of men, by being ‘ the moft divine of all ;” even that 
Logos, who is equally denominated by Epicharmus with the 
fame allufion to the Logos of man, tis or divine, and 90s or 
divinityt. But a third reafon is affigned by Dr. Morgan, 
which is worthy to be the clofe of all; « that the word ays, 
os Flake xdcuer, has not even an article prefixed to it, which, I 
conceive, it would have had, if it had been intended to exprefsa 
perfon.” This conclufion is by no means certain. ‘* Any 
page either in the Old or New Teftament,” fays a late author, 
‘¢ will convince an examiner ata glance,” that ‘ the article 
is omitted or inferted, and inferted or omitted, from fome prin- 
ciples of compofition that are indifcernible, and therefore feem 
arbitrary tous. See alfo a long and decifive note upon the 
fubje&t, in Pearfon on the Creed, p. 120-121 ; and others 
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again, in p. 124, 130, 192, and 150, of that univerfal {cho- 
Jar*.” And it is very obfervable in Epicharmus, that this very 
Logos has nof the article in the fir? line, yet as it in the /e- 
cond; and that the divine Logos has it not, while the buman 
bus itt. an | : 
Having thus examined the body of this firft argument, and 
found it difeafed from head to foot, we need not annoy our 
readers with any diffeQion of the re(t. Yet we will ufe our 
knife upon one more, becaufe our bufinefs with it will foon be 
done. .‘* Near the latter end of Plato’s fixth expiltle,” ob- 
ferves Dr. Morgan, ** is the following paflage, +» ray ravloy 
Gedy, mysacve Tov Te Orlay nal Ty pasrrovluv, TH Te Mysaovos Kal Qi lin Walipx 
xtpiove” As Dr. Morgan gives us no verfion of the extract, we 
give one; premifing only, that Plato now fpeaks in his own 
perfon, and fo advifes his three friends to, or for whom he writes, 
to adjure ‘ the God of the univerfe, the Head of all things 
prefent and future, and the Lord Fatuer of the Heap and 
Cause” of all. Thefe words, in fo loud and emphatical a 
tone, echo that voice of Chriflian theology, which {peaks of 
two caufes operating to produce the univerie, one in the Father 
commanding, the other tn the Son executing, the great work 
of creation; as no efforts of conftruétion, no clamours of 
criticifm, can poflibly overpower. Dr. Morgan, therefore; 


‘ 





* Whitaker, 106. 


+ The paffaze from Plato we have rendered in the text, juft as it 
is conftantly underftood ; that we might not difturb the courfe of the 
argument, by any criticifms upon the words, But let us here remark 
on the laft claufes of it, rots 32 wale road woipay Talrapev, panle Tine 
Kpovor, tv gw duskiercelas trav adie qoaor, EvvamwoleAcy xdouov dy flake Actos 6 
maviay Qsiolalos opxiov; thet there is no nominative cafe to the verb 
Siuekigytlas, except Aoyss, that this, therefore, and not a fupplerental 
?xasos or each molt awkwardly underitood, is the nominative cafe, and 
that thé tranflation then will run in this form, ‘ nor let us prefcribe 
to them any allotment, any time, in which the Logos, the moft divine 
of all,” thot performs his circuit, becaufe wodos never fignifies circus, but 
«* moves round about his pole, fo completing that world which he hath 
fixed vifible to us,” while the pole itfelf is invifible. ‘This interpre- 
tation alone, in our opinion, adapts itfelf to all the members of the 
fentence ; the nominative cafe being now furaifhed; as it ought always 
to be, by the context itfelf, the word woAss now bearing its real fenfe, 
and the whole now carrying a fignification, not fo impertinent as of 
tach ftar performing its circuit, and completing the world, but one 
dignified and majeftic, of the Logos moving round his invifible pole 
with his world, and fo giving a vifible completenefs to it. Philo fays 
fimilarly of the fame Citi, that he ** runs the long unconquered 
courfe of nature,” Scrrxives Tov Gicews antiniey Spomor ( Whitaker, 75). 
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ftruggles very faintly againtt j it. ‘* The author here appears 
to me,” he fays, ‘* to ‘exprefs himfelf according to the fyitem 
of acreator and a creation. I conceive, that +3» wavley 9:3» cor- 
re store Is with +9 wave xi liov and Bagireos oyaty xe le As in the Phile- 
bus, the univerfe or the foul of the univerfe. According to 
this interpretation, 2ii# walépa xdpion muft mean the eternal felf. 
exiftent being, the creator of the univerfe, who is called in the 
Timaeus d»seeyis and walie..” This is all that'the doétor fays, 
and this afl is apparently nothing. God is here called, not 
merely the Father of the univerfe, as the creator of it; but, 
what the doétor warily wifhes to overlook, * the Lord Father 
of the Head and Cauje” of the univerfe, even of Him who ts 
equally the Head of the univerfe with the Father himfelf. So 
plainly has the do&or left the paffage, juft as he found it; 

a trie ing witnefs to the truth of belief Tae very many ages 


alt in {cholars, that Plato had fome clear conceptions of & 
P 


Son of God, who was equally God with the Father. With 

fuch a palfage as this blazing in full radiance before our eyes, 

we cannot but fee the truth of this belies and one fingle 

paffage, let us remember, that {peaks fo plainly as this does 

( weg Son n of God, annihilates all the reafonings of Dr. Mor- 
ran at once”, 

To thefe o bfervations we wifh to add only one more in the 
prefent sat le. A paffage in Plato has been very recently pro- 
duced by an author, towhom Dr. Morgan once refers ; as 
containing a very remarkable intimation poncersing the Logos, 
that had never 9p noticed before, becaufe the paflage iife IE 
had been for fifteen centuries mif-underftood. Such a dif- 
covery as this, whether true or untrue, muft have arrefted 
the attention of Dr. Morgan very ftrongly. If it was true, 
his reafonings were for ever precluded ; if it was untrue, he was 
bound in all propriety to corre&t this miflake, as he corrects, 
or attempts to correét, another of much Jefs moment, 1m that 
authort. Yet he notices it not for obfervation. He even 
refers to it at one time for another purpofe, and in the old 
interpretation of itt. But he never adverts to the new inter- 
pretation, and we muft, therefore, conclude he did not choofe 
to meddle with it : and on that account we will undertake the 
bulinefs for him. Juftin peg Lied. favs Mr. Whitaker, inciden- 
tally in a note, ‘* cites thefe wonderful words Frore Plato, 
which are in his treatife De Legibus, lid. iv.u— [} 5 6 piv On bets, 


* P..162, Dr. Morgan fays expreftly, that he ‘* cannot find ayy 
thing | in Plato cc neering the 1 rinity. 
" Pl -- _ 


} 


7-79» fPricomior, § P.262—263. |] P.715-¢. 
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rep xxi 0 Wadaios Aoyosy "Apcuy nas Tedsviny xxi Mica tiv atravlwy bere 

igen 5 *¢ God, asaifo THE ANCIENT Locos, has the Re- 
ginning and End and Middle of ail things in hunfelf * Juftin 
ftrangely applies, as the modern tranflators do, “ the ancient 
Logos, J or .4 word,” to the law of Mofes. Fuft fol have the 
tranfl itors and inter prete rs dene, with the fame words in aes 
poem of Orp: Cus, ’ though (as we 2 add) fo apparently ipok« “of 
a perfon. ‘ Bat the | acquaintance df Orpheus or of Plato 
with the law of Mofes, isam incident. not attelted by any. evi+ 
dence, in the flightett degree hiftorical; and, inthe real ftate 
of that law, all locked up as it was from the infpectien of Hea- 
thens, by its Hebrew language, is impoflible to be true in 
itfelf.” The, mere reading indecd of the poctical extract, 
fhows the meaning of it beyon: dadoubt. Nor can even the 
profa ical, by any ‘laws of conitruction, admit of a different 
meaning. So favs that author ;, we add, that no conitruchoa 
of the words can poflibly refer them to the Old Teita: Ment, 
as the principal word for fych a conitruction, the verb, is ab- 
folutely wanting, and omitted without any previous word ca- 
pable of m aking i it underftood 3, and that, if fuch a word was not 
wanting, and the reference was allowed to the Old Teltame sit, 
ftill the very paflage, fo fuppofed to have a reference to it, is 
not exilting anywhere in the Old Teilament, ‘Toevery man, 
in our opinion, who reads the words of Plato with only the 
common-fenfe of criticifm, the meaninoe is either fir mply, ‘** as 
the old faying alfo has it,” or that which is affigned to it 
by M-. Whitaker: “ God, as alfo the ancient Logos,’ ” the 
word alfo, or xai, having then, and then only, a meaning. 
Mr. Wh. thus concludes this paflage. ‘* Orpheus’s appli- 
cation of the véry fame words to his God Logos, and Phiio’s 
application of fimilar words to him, Aoyos wesseuraros, or the 
very ancient Logos ; unite to point out to us at once, what 
the obvious import of them in Plato would induce us, and 
what the neceflary principles of conftruction mult compel us, 
to confider as their genuine meaning. ‘Thus interpreted, Plato 
concurs with Orpheus, Virgil, Epicharmus, and all the Jews, 
in giving a pofitive Divinity to the Logos , and fo clofes an 
altonifhing chain of evidence, for this primitive truth, this 
great principle of natural as well as of revcaled religion *.” 


(Zo be continued.) 
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Art. VIT. Maurice's Hiftory of Hindoftan. 
i Concluded from Page 375.) 


HAY ING reseed with this author through the maze of 

eaftern chronology, on which fallacious ground the fcep- 
tic had planted one of his ftrongeft batteries againft Chriftianity; 
(though no faét can be more certain than that Afiatic vanity, in 
its romantic computation, has confounded together the reign of 
a king, and the revolution of the orb to which they fuppofed his 
departed fpirit to be exalted) having feen too that the great 
yuGS, or periods of India, which give an antiquity of millions 
of years to the revolving planet which we inhabit, are nothing 
more than vaft aftronomical cycles, which the fertile genius of 
ftar-gazing theorifts can fabricate at ple afure, we come to the 
examination of a queftion of fome importance in that {cience, 
Whether, previous to Chiron’s forming the Grecian fphere, a 
more ancicnt fphere had not exifted among thofe nations of the 
hicher Afia, with whom the fciences are jultly fuppofed to have 
originated. The reafons of, Mr. Maurice for entering into 
thie k ind of inveftigation, are ftated in the following paflage 
with which the fecond part of the fifth chapter of his work 
commences. 


«* Convinced that the ancient hiflory of India, undertaken upon 
that com prehenfive fcale in which I have engaged in ir, comprizes a 
very gre ap art of the hiftory of the other extenfive empires of Afia, 
and ai ced by wh at has been previoully detailed concerning the inti- 
mate union fubfifling, in very remote ras, between aftronomical and 
civil hiftory, to con fider many of the moft importan tevents of the 
early ages of the world, as allude ‘d to by the hieroglyphic figures en- 
graved on the celeflial fphere, J now come to that elaborate and ha- 

gardous portion of this work, in which the arguments neceilary to 
eftablith that hypothefis are to be produced. It is an hypothefis which 
tg at firftefight, appear to be nearly as chimerical as that on which 
: Brahmin chronology is founded; fince it gives for the original 

fal bric atic n of that fp shere an wra ne atly as remote as the deluge, and 
excludes not even the mixture of ante-diluvian {ciences with thofe cul- 
tivated in the earlieft pott- diluvian ages. I contend, however, for no 
more than the Greek writers have contended for, w ho infift that the 
hittory of the earlieft events of their empire, and the moft illuftrious 
perfonages ¥ ho flourifhed armong them, may be found upon the fame 


iphere. Now, if it can be proved that the Grecks borrowed their 


- 


afronomy, not lefs than their mythology, from a race who flourifhed 
in ages of more remote antiquity; if Chaldea prefents us with a more 
ancient fuerifeer on the fphere than the fabulous Chiron, and Egypt 
with a Jaret, or facred vellel, prior to their boafted Argo; if in Phe- 
: nic as 
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ticia, we find an older Hercudes ; and in India, under the title of Budd. 
ha, a more venerable Hermes; impartial juttice muft incline us not to 
refufe the claims of the more ancient race, or rend from them the de- 
ferved laurel, to place it on the Grecian brow.” P, 161. 


We are now prefented with a copious and elaborate hiftor 
of the origin and progrefs of aftronomy, which Mr. M. {cru- 
ples not to make coeval with Adam himfelf, becaufe, in his 
opinion, aftronomical obfervations were abfolutely neceflary, 
even in the very infancy of mankind, to the purpofes of agri« 
culture. Another profeifed reafon for his referring its origin to 
that remote period is to allow all the time poj/idle for a fcvence, 
which is not founded in {peculation and theory, but has for its 
bafis a long and regular feries of obfervations, connected with 
profound mathematical refearch, to expand itfelf, and grow up 
to its prefent ftate of maturity, without going the lengths to 
which M. Bailli, M. Dupuis, and other {ceptical French philo- 
fophers, in the vain hope of fubverting Chriftianity, have gone, 
who affign an unfathomable antiquity to that {cience, and affect 
to believe, as he fays, 


«* Thateven the figns of the Zodiac are at leaft 16000 years old, be- 
caufe there are many probable arguments to fhew that Libra was formerly 
the fign of the vernal, and Aries of the autumnal equinox; or, in 
other words, that fince the origin of aftronomy, the preceflion of the 
equinoxes has carried forward by feven figns, the primitive order of the 
zodiac. Without entering into the merits of calculations of this ex- 
travagant catt, which would hurry us {till farther from the fubject of 
our hiftory, I fhall conclude this chapter with obferving, that a troitful 
and ardent fancy may conceive any hypothefis, however abfurd and 
prepofterous ; but while we admire the fervour of genius, there is no 
neceffity that we fhould facrifice on that fhrine our better judgment, or 
renounce, for probable arguments, the genuine records of tradition and 
hiftory. Every body at all converfant with aftronomy knows with 
awhat eafe, and to what diftant periods, it is in the pow-r of fhilful afiro- 
nomers to carry up their retrogrefjive calculations ; to form /uppofitious eras 
of unfathcmable antiquity, ¢xifiing only in imagination, and to lamp upon 
thofe eras the counterfeit imprefions of truth, and the fanfion of apparent 
authenticity. 3 

«* Aftronomy, in fact, did not firft rear its headin Egypt, or in Per. 
fia; but inthe region carlieft tenanred by the renovated race of man. 
It was neceflary for the puriuits of hufbandry, that the Chaldean thep- 
herds fhould diligently obferve the orbs of heaven, their alternate rifing 
and fetting ; their oppofition and conjunétion ; their emerfion and ob- 
{fcuration. In its original outlines fimple and rude, by degrees it be- 
came a vaft, profound, and complicated fcience. The principles and 
prattice of aftronomy thus commencing in Chaldea, were extended and 
amplified by the daring navigators of Phoenicia; and, in fuci ceding 
ages, by the philofophers of Perfia, Egypt, and India, were carried “ 
Lhe 
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the utmoft point of perfection attainable in thofe remote periods,¥ a 
P. 271. t! 








In proof that there was an older aftronomy, and confequent- a 
ly a more ancient {phere than that of the Greeks, who fearcely 
knew any thing of the fcience till Thales brought the pritici- ‘ 
ples of it from’ Egypt about 6co years before Chrift, Mr. M. P 
extentiyely difcufles that curions, but little explored fubject, the a 
lunar zadiae of the Chaldzans, ladians,: Arabians, and Chi- a 
nefe, which he contends was formed prior to the folar zodiac, i 
though we have no traces of it in the Greek aftronomy. , He 
leems to have paid great attention to this fingular featare in : 


the eaftern attronomy, which; ull recemtly difcovered in India, 


was unknown to European altronomers 5 but the Afiatic fo- 
ety have in their fecond volume engraved that zodiac, and the ¥ 
fimplicity and local propriety of the afterifms evince its origi- il 
nality, as it 1s compofed of gems, fhells, pearls, corals, ar- a 
rows, Indian tabars,&c. His modeof. accounting for this'lu- f 
nar divifion of the heavens, as well.as his.hiitory of the com- £ 
mencement of the Chaldean altronomy deferve the attention of 4 
the reader, and are as follows ; : 

‘© Leaving the-chimeras of more fanciful aftronomers to their fate, t 
let us trace in Chaldea, whither hitlory and tradition conduét our a 
fleps, the firft operations of the human mind in regard to aitronomical c 
inguiry. The advantages of a ferene climate and a bright fky, which } 


the Chaldeans enjoyed, have been before pointed out 5; and the early 
difingtions which they could not avoid making between the svandering 
and the fxed orbs. ‘The phanomena that doubtlefs. muft have firit 
ftruck them with wonder, were eclipfes; but thefe they obferved-al- 
ways took place wken the fun and moon were in different parts of the 
heavens. ‘lhey therefore concluded, irom what they faw.daily take 
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place upon earth, with refpect to bodies that project a fhade, that a 
eclipfes were occafioned by the moon’s falling into the earth’s fhadow, 
and that fhadow being-circular, it was not long before they formed a € 
juit notion of the earth’s figure, and..conceived it to ‘be globular or 
{pherical alfow Wath refpect to eclipfes of the fun, a far more alarm- r 
ing phanomenon,.as they had previoutly, obferved the occultation of ; 
the fixed ftars and planets by the moon's. intervening orb, they could 

fearcely avoid remarking, that thofe eclipfes were caufed by the inter- , 
poiiti nof the fame bedy, efpectaily when they obferved them only to { 
happen when the fun and moon were in the fame part of the heavens. { 
Other phanomena by degrces unfolded themfelves to the Chaiuate ob- é 


fervers ; but the principal object of their attention feems to. have pecn 
the moon and its periods: how ineeflantly and affiduoully they ov- 


} : ta : # + a a : nikenrm 
ferved her viciilitucdes, is evident {rom the fery curtous cifcumiancs 
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and confequently the Grecian aftronomy, and as the moon’s progrefa 
through the heavens, from her proximity to the earth, and. her rapid 
mouoo, was doubtiefs earlicit obferved, a fair deduction feems thence 
to follow, that they were a race of older altronomers. Of this their 
early proficiency in aftronomical as well as other {ciences, we have de- 
cided evidence in Abulfaragius,  Fuerunt autem é Chaldais ‘fas 
pientes, qui aniplos pregreflus fecerunt in variis artium liberaliam, {ci- 
entiarum que mathématicarum. et theologicarum, generibus; fammé 
autem excelluerunt un obfervatione {yderum verague arcanorum ceeli 
jndzgatione, et infigni nature ftellaram earumque indiciorum peritia*.” 

«© We have alfo additional proof how early the Chaldeans began to 
cultivate aftronomy, in the circumftance recorded by Porphyry from 
Ariltotle, that when Alexander took Babylon, ‘Califthenes, on inquiry 
of the’ Chaldean priefts of Belus, found ‘that they had a feries of. attros 
nomieal obfervations¢, extending back from a period ot;1993 years, 
written, or rather engraved on tiles, or’ bricks; probably the oltleft, as 
it certainly was thé‘moft durable, way of writing in thofe times, ‘This 
account is likely-ts be a very'accurate one, for, as Long: has well ob. 
ferved on the occafion, it carries us up’ very near to the:periodsof the 
general difperfion of mankind{. If the-reader thould be imclined to 
inquire of ‘me how any accurate obfervations could be made without 
gloifes, and of what mature they were; my anfwer is, that they were, 
what they are here faid to be, obfervaticns only; fuch obfervations of 
the celeftial phenomena as under a bright and ferene fky, the eye un- 
affitted by telefcopes was*able to make, and thefe were afterwards noted 
down and preferved in tlie national regifters provided for che purpofe.” 
P. 276, ‘ 

The evident and, indeed, declared reafon of this author, 
for launching out into thefe aitronomical details, is to ftrengthen 
the Mofaic annals by the very means which have been, per- 
verfely employed to undermine and fubvert them; for, if the 
Chaldzans formed afphere before the Greeks, in that cafe the 
alterifins allude to the Chaldzan, and not the Grecian hiitory. 
The thip, for inftance, the facrificer, the altar, the raven, 
engraved upon the folar zodiac, have reference to nobler ob- 
iccts and a more diftinguifhed perfonage than the Argo, the 
Centaur, &c. canonized in the Greck mythology; and the 
more intimate the conneétion can be fhewn to have been be- 
tween the Indian and Chaldzan [ciences, and hilloiy, fo much 
the more, in proportion, does this laudable undertaking, at 
this.critical period, tend to confirm the rational, moderate, 
and fublime fyftem on which the national theology is built. 
‘Yhe zodiacal afterifms are afterwards diftin@ly and fucceif- 
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* Vide Abulfaragii Hift. Dynaftiarum, p. 46. 
+ Porphyrius apud Simplic. Com. 46. in lib, 2. Ariftot. de Carlo, 
YY, 1236 ‘i 
' + Long’s Aftronomy, vol. ii. p. 654 
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fively examined, and though our limits will not permit us ta 
follow Mr. M. through fo vaft a field, we can readily bear 
teftimony to his merit and induftry. Great patience of in- 
veftigation, and extenfive oriental erudition, were neceffary, 
and are difplayed in this furvey ; and he winds up the whole 
of his argument on the exiflence of a more ancient {phere, by 
citing, at page 357, a ftrong paflage from the profound dif- 
fertation of Mr. Wilford, in the third volume of the Afiatic 
aot tp which appears decidedly to corroborate his hypo- 
thefis. 


«* After declaring that the Grecian fable of Cepheus and Caffio« 
peia is to be found in the moft ancient Sanfcrit books, under the re. 
fembling appcllations of Capeya and Cafyapa, and that the legend 
ot Perfeus and Andromeda is alfo recorded in the fame books under 
thofe of Parafica and Antarmada, the principal faéts in each fable 
intimately coinciding, Mr. Wilford adduces the following remarkable 
teftimony in proof ot his preceding affertions. 

‘* In order ta prove by every fpecies of evidence, the identity of 
the Grecian and Indian fables, 1 one night requefted my pandeet, 
who is a learned aftronomer, to fhew me, among the ftars, the con- 
ftellation Antarmada ; and he inftantly pointed to Andromeda, which 
] had taken care not to fhew him firit as an afteri{m with which J 
was acquainted : he afterwards brought mea very rare and curious 
book in Sanfcrit, (the language of India two thoufand five hundred 
years ago) with a diftinct chapter on the Upanac/hatras, or conftella- 
tions out of the zodiac; and containing delineations of Capeya, 
adorned, as on our fphere, with a radiated Ethiopian crown, and 
bearing a fceptre ; of Cafyapt feated with a lotos-flower in her hand ; 
of Antarmada chained, with the fith near her; and of Parafica hold- 
ing the head of a monfter which he had flain in battle, dropping 
blood, with /rekes initead of 4air, according to the explanations given 
in that book *.” 


It is, however, in the ¢hird part of this volume, and at the 
eleventh chapter of the work, that the ftriking fimilitude be- 
tween the Mofaic hiftory and the Sanfcrit traditions difplays 
itfelf in a manner the moft impreflive and unequivocal. Their 
facred hiftories alike record the awful fa of man’s primeval 
apoflafy, the good and the evil race, the longevity of the pa- 
triarchs, and the calamity of the general inundation ; and all 
this into particular a manner, as to preve onc of two things, 
either that the Sanfcrit nariatives area copy of the Mofaic, which 
is contrary to the judicious hy pothefis of this work ; orelfe, that 
both ftreams originally flowed down from ene fource, the In- 
dian traditionally, but mutilated and corrupted, from that fon 
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of Noah who eftablifhed himfelf in India, the Mofaic; by 
infpiration, from the fource of truth itfelf. In page 369 Mr. 
M. vindicates, from fceptical afperfion, the Mofaic account 
of the fall, and demonftrates the perfe& confonance of the 
faéts related, as well to the eternal laws of juftice, as to the 
ideas of the Afiatics. He then proceeds to compare the Phoo- 
nician, the Chaldzan, and Indian accounts of this event, and 
of the genealogies of the primitive families, which wonder- 
fully coincide, as well in the number of generations before 
the flood, as the abandoned profligacy of that iniquitous race 
whofe crying enormities brought on the deluge. The moft 
daring of thofe enormities was their exalting the elements of na- 
ture tothe rank of deities, efpecially Fire, with whofe aftonith- 
ing effects the Tubal Cain, of Scripture, the infirudior of every 
artificer in brafs and arms, and who, probavly, is the God 
Agni of India, a name derived from fire, might make them 
acquainted. ‘The authority of Mofes, thus adduced for the ex- 
iftence of Antediluvian arts and fciences, leads the author into 
an extended examination of what arts may, either from that 
authority, or by analogy, be fuppofed to have flourifhed amon 
them ; and, in this part, a great deal of the sees phyfics and 
phyfical theology of the eaft is laid open. e cannot give a 
better proof of this affertion, nor exhibit a fairer fpecimen 
of the ingenious manner in which Mr. M. has: treated this 
fubject, than by feleéting, for the perufal of our readers, that 
part of his book which difcuffes their deification of the element 
of water, or, as Mr. M. exprefles himfelf, the HUMID PRIN- 
CIPLE, 


«© The Lotos fufpended aloft in a thoufand temples, as the pics 
turefque emblem of that Aumid principle, which the emanations of 
the eternal beam, piercing the darkeft recefles of the chaotic waters, 
animated and rendered prolific, demonftrates the ftrong traditional 
veneration for the Aquatic element, which defcended down to the 
generations of Afia, from the firft fpeculative race of human philofo- 
phers. Their conceptions concerning the union of thefe two grand 
principles, fire and water, and the confequent generation of all things, 
were Se aa exprefled by flames iffuing from the calix of the lotos, 
fculptured in form of a vafe, which indeed its natural fhape greatly 
refembles ; and at others, that calix is encircled with a radiated crown 
of flames, juft mounting above the burnifhed edge; to mark the fu- 
perior energy of fire over water, This is the invariable meaning of 
the ancients, when either Brahma, Seeva, Ofiris, or Horus, are 
portrayed fitting upon that facred plant: they are only emblems of 
the folar fire warming and invigorating the chaotic waters, This 
their conftant and immemorial deification of the element of water, 
and their profound admiration of the aftonifhing qualities poileffed 
by it of pervading, cherifhing, and diffolving all things, the effect of 

. philofophical 
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pilofophical invethigation, muft neceflarily and naturally have in. 
duced an acquaintance with | many branches of Hydraulic {cience. 

** Indeed the dodrine of Thales, that’ is, of the Ionian {chool, 
equam eff? inkiium rerum, «may be fairly faid to have floorifhed in its 
vigour'among ‘the ante- dikiviatl fages, From the fame traditional 
fountains, whence they obtained their information; Mofes alfo ac- 

quired hissknowledge im regard to this wonderful element; and from 
the Mofaic fchool it was. diffufed among the poft-diluvian philofophers 
of Afia. From, the extravagant honours which they. paid to it, the 
firfi.race of men feem to have confidered water.as the oniverfal flamen, 
or grand elementary ma ter, out of which, by the aid of the igneous 
principle, all things proceeded ; and into which their phy fic ‘al re. 
fearches fhewed them they mutt all, by putref: action, be again refolved, 
As it feemed to poffets the pow er and functions of a Ge vd, they there. 
fore made it the object of their adorations. Now it can fcarcely be 
credited; that thofe, whofe conftint practice it was (at leaft if we may 
form a judgment of their conduct by that of their poft-diluvian pro- 
geny in blood and reli gion through Afia), with holy enthufiafin, to 
explore fprings and confecrated rivers, and whom neceility compelled 
to form vatt tanks for the purpofes of agriculture, in thofe {corched 
regions of Syria, where man, expelled from Paradife , which fpon- 
aneoutly produced all things,,and where a genial dew afcended to 
refrefh with moifture the thirfty foil, was condemns ‘d to earn his 
bread by the fwear of his brow; that thofe who were accuftomed 
to hew out magnificent baths for fuperftitious ablutions, and who, 
though sgnorant of the caufe, witnefled the alternate fwell and de- 
pretiion ef the waters of the ocean, attra¢éted by that moon whofe 
refplendent orb they adored, with fcarcely lefs fervour than her ra- 
diant paramour, efpecially thofe of her philofophi ic race, who were 
fituated nearer the tro pica J regions, where the tides rife with an awtul 
elevation, or on the gulfs of the Ganges and Indus, the dore’ (as 11 is 
called) of which latter river rifes often to the prodigious height of 
between twenty and thirty feet ; and who had hkewife furveyed and 
confidered te ftupendous column of fufpended water in the phieno- 
menowof the typhon, or water-{pout, fo common in equatorial. cli- 
matess> pauls be entirely es of the properties and laws of 


fluids.” P. 451. 


Fy he ayeys of the preced: ing obfervations unfolding the va- 
rious -idolatries of the primitive race, are made introdudtory 
to the fubfequent detail of that flupendous difplay of almighty 
vengeance, which the perverfion of their great know ledye to 
the bafeli purpofes brow eht down upon the Antediluvians 5 
the de(trudtion af the old world. Mr. M. has, on this fub- 
jet, brought tog gether al] the grand mafs of evidence which the 
na are and civil hilt ory of Afia affords, in proot of the exact 
verity of the Mofaic narration, and gives the correfponding 

ctails of thofe great empires of Afia, whole authenuc archives 
’ ave defcended down to us. With refpedt to the f condary 
caules of the deluge, he adopts Mr. Whitehurf’s bypothetis, 
relauve 
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gelative to the convulfive agency of volcanos, in effeGine the 
dire cataftrophe ; but there ts another fyftem, fimple,' rsticaal. 
and decifive, which we are of opinion folves every difficulty, and 
reconciles all the phanomena, by fuppofing the finking of 
the ancient continents; and fhould have been mentioned with 
the refpeét and deference due to its ingenious and piousauthor. 
We have little doubt but that, as this author (we fcarcely need 
mention the name of M. De Luc) proceeds in his profound 
refearches in geological fubjects, every other hypothefis will 
vanifh; and the voice of revelation, confirmed by the voice 
of nature through her inmoft receffes, will at length be heard 
and refpe&ted as itought.”. The hiftory of the three firft Indian 
AVATARS, that is, manifeftations of the Deity, inéarnate in 
the perfons of men eminently wife and virtuous, concludes 
the firft volume of this elaborate work ; a work interefling to 
the learned, as opening a new field for fcientific refearch ; 
important to the Chriftian, as corroborating his faith by evi- 
dence annexed from the annals of one of the moft ancient 
empires of the world; and deferving general patronage from 
the connection of the principal fubjects difcufled in it, with 
the deare(t interelts of fociety. 








Art. VIII. Mufe'Etonenfes. Seu Carminum deleGus, mune 
primum in lucem editus. Tomis lll, 8vo. 158. , Apud 
Editorem. 1795. 


GINCE the commencement of our critical labours, we have 
feldom been called on to examine a work more par- 
ticularly interefting than that which is now before us. This 
intercft arifes, not merely from its intrinfic merit, though 
on this fubjeét we could fpeak in terms of high commenda- 
tion; net merely from its exhibiting in full {plendour the con- 
centrated excellence af forty years ; not merely from the ref- 
pect and attachment we feel for many of its authors, conflider- 
ed as public characters, and friends to their country ; but from 
the nature of thofe recolle€tions which it muft awaken in the 
brealt of many readers, who, with honeft enthnufiafm, will 
dwell on its pages. “There the parent will retrace the early ex 
ertions of thofe abilities in his child, which, at the prefeut mo- 
ment, are fhining in their meridian lufire. The tutor, on pe- 
ruling it, will enjoy, with renewed pleafure thofe produCions 
of his pupils, which, rare as may. be the fruuts’of true genius, 
are occafionally the rich reward of his profeffional labours arid 
anxicti¢es. 
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anxieties. _ The writers themfelves will remember the ambi. 
tion of palt days, the ardour of their juvenile purfuits, the 
friends, the rivals of their youth, whofe fociety they are {till 
enjoying, or whoare borne away from them by the current of 
fortune, feparated by diftant rébdlened: or untimely death. 


Dulce fuper buftum eft rapti lugere fodalis 
Ex dare dlecto fuaviolum tumulo ; 
Ipfaque per trepidos delabens lachryma vultus 
Iilecebras fuavi mifcet amaritie. 
Mnemofyne, lapfas recolens dulcedinis horas 
Languet deliciis emoriturque fuis ; 
Primavi redeunt blanda fub imagine lufus, 
Et cari, longum qui filuefe, chori. 


Vol. ii. p. 216, (W. Hubert) 1795, 


Weare happy here, in behalf of all public fchools at once, 
to note, from irrefragable proof, the utter falfehood of an af- 
fertion, which we have actually feen hazarded in the moft un- 
qualified manner, that the Eton fcholar, in his progrefs through 
life, ufually difappoints the hopes which his early attainments 
taught the world to form concerning him. Let any impartial 
judge perufe the compofitions now before us, and then let him 
turn his eye to the index of their authors. Let him contemplate 
the honourable purfuits of their youth, and let him trace the 
illuftrious progrefs of their riper years. Let him fee what 
they have formerly done, and let him confider what they are 
now doing. Without any local predile@tion on our own parts; 
without indeed any patt or prefent conneétion with the particu- 
Jar feminary in queftion, we call upon him to exclaim, with 
us, 


"ENPIKEIAAI 10 wadaidy captor, 
Kai Seay waives waxdewys 
“leeds yweas evavogos 
T’ amo, PeeRcpevos 
KAniyoraray copiay 
Aiti dia Aapmgorare 
Baivovtes aeds aivigoss 
"EvSa wd” ayvas 
*Ewia Mitgidas 
Atyso: Mecas 
EarSav A gmoviay Curevoate 
Vid. Eur. Med. v. 829. 


To affert that all the performances in this feleétion are of 
equal merit, would be to debafe the value of impartial praife. 
Sunt quedam mediocria, But, with a very few exceptions, 4 


general vein of elegance runs through the whole secnzaseri 
3 a 
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and ftamps intrinfic worth on the productions of the Etonian 
Mufe. 


Without entering into the minutiz of verbal criticifm, 
which on this occafion would furely be fuperfluous, we fhall 
prefent our readers with a f{pecimen of the Latin and Greek 
poetry, exhibited in thefe entertaining volumes. The firft 
written by the amiable and accomplifhed Sir James Macdonald*, 
whofe early virtues have been refcued from oblivion by the en- 


tertaining biographer of Johnfon. 


‘Ns swmedowwot Pavevrat, xxi OT! DAuses 
Emakovras. A.D. 17586 


Queis vafer infidiis et quantis fraudibus ufus 
Venditor, empterem roftris fublimis ab altis 

Decipiat ; quali vibratus malleus arte, 

Mafa refer, populum dubio libramine pendens 
Detineat, pretiumque fupremo fanciat itu. 

Nam fimul ac fallax pofuit jufto ordine merces 
Venditor, et cultas juflit {plendere tabernas ; 

‘Tum nec ad effra¢étam ftatuam tritamve tabellam 
Accedas fine fraude licet ; feu vifa retortos 

Urna oculos trahat, aut infidiofa moretur, 

Quid memorem annellos? quid fitta numifmata dicam, 
Que fcabie et viridi tinxit rubigine mucor ? 

Singula panduntur populo: tum venditor inftat, 
Nominaque artificum memorat, ftudiumque volentum 
Laudibus exacuit, quis tanto munere felix 

Emptor eat, magnoque incedat dives honore, 

Tu quoque, Nympha, cave; feu menfam ornare fuperbam, 
Seu juvet Kois decorare cubilia vafis. 

Tum varia illudunt fraudes ; fepe improba ruptam 
Juncturam cratera dabit, qua rima latentes 

Infidias duxit; tum Affilis urna dehifcie 

Beliadum referens poenas et fata fuorum, 

Et fraftra alterius calices mirabere plenos. 

Nec te, doéte, juvant Mufz, nec Pha:bus ementi 
Ultor adeft ; neque enim dubitat tibi ne¢tere fraudes 
Venditor, ingenioque dolum oppofuifle fagaci. 

Sive novo attritos jubeat fplendefcere cultu, 
Sive libros.und videas connectere, quorum 
Alter inornatus lateat, praftantior alter 





* Tile, vocali genitus Camoena 

Cuajus ad chordam, modulante ple¢tro 

Reftitit-torrens, filuere venti ; 

Cui fuo cantu volucris relicto 

Adfuit, ota comitante fylva, 

Extera terra jacet, beu! fepultus. Vid. Sen, Med. 625, 
Materia, 
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Mate erid, et Tauto extperet confpectus amictu 3 
Ur im hie addat comitt partemque nitoris, 
Immeritumque fio commende: teemine fratrem. 

Ne verbis ultro facilem malé credulus aurem 
Subjice, nec pronam tm tum meditarier i€tus 
Crede manum, extremum figvando callida fignum 
Vifa dare immineat; celeci procul illa recurfu 
Erigitur fapfum retrahens, caufafque morandi 
Tanectit jam jamque cadens, dum priemia laté 
Ingeminet dextra ruitura exterritus emptor.” P. 62. 


To the Greek idylinm which we have fele@ted, the name 
of Fox, and the date, 1765, Is fubjoined. We mean no in- 
vidious infinvation when we > fay, that it fpeaks the hand of a 
mafier. Wh atever variety of opinions may be entertained of 
its author’s politics, there can be but one fentiment on the £ 
fubject of his pocuy. S 


Quid mirt faciat Natura. 
: 8; D. 1765. 
OAtris. 


Ql adres, as oxeros nae, walt ex ors Paivert ane” 
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OP vom atv Avxidas, adads d¢ of add ti petames® 
*Aice yxe ws yeuota avaOaiveras aAtos abyz” 

Qs wnva xara were, nai astgss Loxvimraynrors 
TlesSovra: Seioscs vopois, xocddv Opa Wirorro 

"Aut Daos* nai viv wiv aeicstas, ix)’ a} am’ ates 
Trwcoars’, ti vePiay xatraRhorra: anatos aiyae 

Avxidas. 

M) cxcrov & vopdes, Stiaivers, und” anceode® 

Niv yae a0 veDiwy WoTidkgneTat apaTos Ou[Ame 
OvdE Tis apt Otay EXoAWCATO AAAOS, ETaigoly 
Ovd? Osady peyardy® wevTes Asoi iAaos amy, 
O23" cXow tortiuw Seivdv TOO! Cee TéTUxTas® 
“AAlw GAN’ adbyay amexerrparo wore Lerava.” P. 38. 

We cannot difmifs this article without exprefling our res 
gret, that the compiler could not gratify the ladies and the 
‘“* country gentlemen,” who are as deeply interelted in Eton 
and its fons, as the proudeft fcholars, with a few fpecimens 
of Englifh poetry (we mean original compofition, and not 
tranflations) which fhould occafionally blend itfelf there, as it 
does elfewhere, with more abftrufe ftudies. The home-born 
mufe fleeps, and fhould be awakened ; and we are of opinion 
that the ardour and emulation of youth, fo circumftanced, and 
in pofleffion of all the advantages attendant on fuch a feat of 
learning, might, in many inftances, lead to the moft fucceff> 
ful efforts. It, in the courfe of an age, one poet fhould thus 
arife, what an invaliable, what an immortal acquifition would 
it be to literature! We content ourfelves with flightly touche 
ing on this fubjeé, a fubje& on which we could dwell with 
no fmali degree of anxiety. 

It would be an a& of injuftice were we not to obferve, that 
the work before us appears with all the typographical fplendour 
and elegance which it deferves; and that it is printed with 
uncommon care and accuracy. This is more particularly the 
cafe with refpeé to the Greek exercifes in Vol. III. Under 
thefe circumftances there can be no impropricty in recordin 
the honourable name of the young {cholar, to whofe tafte an 
diligence the public is indebted for the Mufa Etonenfes. We 
are much pleafed indeed to add to the lift of noble authors, fince 
fome of his own compofitions form a very interefting part of 


the work, the Hon. Mr. Herbert, a younger fon of the Earl 
of Carnarvon, 


Xx Art. 


BRIT. CRIT. VOL. VII. JUNE, 1796. 
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Art. 1X. An Inquiry into the Authenticity of certain mi feel. 
laneous Papers and legal Infiruments, publifbed December 24, 
1795) and attributed to Shak{peare, Queen Elizabeth, and 
Henry Earl of Southampton: illuftrated by Fac-fimiles of the 
genuine Hand-writing of that Nobleman, and of her Majefty ; 
anew Fac-fimile of the Hand-writing of Shake/peare, never 
before exhibited; and other authentic Documents: ina Letter 
addreffed to the Right Honiurable Fames Earl of Charlemant. 
By Edmond Malone, Efy. 8vo. 424 pp. 7s. Cadell 
and Davies. 179%. 

W E have heard it faid, not unaptly, and we believe the ob- 

fervation to have come originally from great critical au- 
thority, that the pen of Mr. Malone, wielded again{t the 
wretched forgeries called the Shakfpeare Papers, was the {word 
of Goliah drawn to flay a pigmy: true it is, however, that 
the richnefs of the fword itfelf, and the brilliant light it beams 
round all the field, have rendered the difplay of it a matter of 
no fmall gratification to the by-ftanders. In confuting the 
nonfenfe which was fo confidently prefented to the public, this 
experienced critic has brought forward many intereiting obfer- 
vations, and given much found and ufeful information. After 
every poflible effort to fupport them, in the very face of confuta- 
tion, the papers feem at length to be given up as forged* ; yet, 
firange to tell, an anfwer to this inquiry is, at the fame time, an- 
nounced, as if any one would continue to attend to the contro- 
verfy after its object was decided, It is very poflible that, amidit 
fo many points as Mr. M. has brought forward in this volume, 
fome may be erroncoully {tated, and the truth is, that a few fuch 
inftances there are; but what then? the greater part of his 
proofs are irrefragable, and a few thorns taken from his rod of 
holly, will, by no means, render it a harmlefs inftrument. 

‘Thus the verb ta complement, which Mr. M. has attacked, may 

be defended from fufficient authorities, which we have feen 5 

but what is an inftance or two of this kindto the general argu- 

ment and merit of the book ? 
Mr. Malone examines the articles that ftand in Mr. Ire- 


land’s publication, in their order ; and, refpecting each, under- ° 


takes to advert to four particulars, the orthography, the phra- 
feolagy, the dates, and the writing, It is obvious, however, 
that the orthegraphy once difpatched, as it is all of a kind, 
mult require very little to be refumed. On this fubjeét, the 
critic has molt amply provided to fave the trouble of his rea- 


a, 





--—— | —— nn ee eee 


* The f n of. Mr. I. has deferted his friends ae fome time, and 
left the whole matter in a degree of confufion. <A declaration from 
him has alfo been publithed, afferting the father to be wholly ignorant 
of ‘the origin of the papers, 
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ate feel te FF" wees esl lcs et ellliknw 


<= 











Malone's Inquiry. 63r 


ders, by exhibiting, from p. 34 to p. 68, fpecimens of the true. 


orthography of our language, beginning with Chaucer, (who 
died in 1400) to Shakfpeare himfelf. In this treafure of au- 
thorities, all who are not already converfant with the fubject, 
may eafily fatisfy themfelves of the fact, that the orthography 
of the papers in queftion is fpurious-and abfurd. 

Without attempting to notice all the inconiillencies and tos 
pics of confutation, ftated by this writer, we fhall felec& fuffi- 
cient to convince our readers how clear the que(tion was made 
by his obfervations. In the letter of Queen Elizabe h, Lord 
Leicefter is mentioned (as a motive fo perfuade Shak{peare to 
attend to the follicitation of his fovereign !) and this fixes the 
date of the letter to fome period prior to 1588, at which time 
Shak{peare was only twenty-four years old,—rather early to be 
mafter of a company of actors, and fo noticed by the Queen, 
But the letter is direQed (for the penny-poft, doubtlefs ! fee 
p. 83) at the Globe bv Thames, which, as Mr. Malone renders 
very probable, was not built before 1593. Again, by fhowing 
where Lord Leicefter was, at the other parts of thofe years, he 
proves that he could not have been at Hampton Court, except 
between November 1586 and June 1587, or between Decem- 
ber 1587 and September 1588. Bur, at thofe times, as Mr, 
Malone alledges from thecouncil books, the Queen was not at 
Hampton Court. On the fubje& of Queen Elizabeth’s hand- 
writing, the evidence of the eye is the moft fatisfaGtory. It is 
impoffible to infpe& either the copies prefented by Mr, Ma- 
Jone, or the original letters of that princefs, without perceivingy 
beyond ali doubt, that the forger had never feen more of her real 
writing than her fignature. With refpe@& to Lord South- 
ampton, he had not proceeded even fo far as that. When 
we come to the papers which contain the pretended fignature 
of Shakfpeare, a‘curious circumftance is prefented to eur ob- 
fervation. It is, that the fpelling of the name, as given moit 
generally in the fpurious papers, and given in a vafi number of 
inftarces, is founded on a mere miltake of Mr. Malone and Mr. 
Steevens, in tracing his autograph, which turns out to be faét in 
every inftance Shak/pere, though in one of the fignatures they 
had fancied they perceived an a in the latter fyllable. A deed 
belonging to the Featherftonchaugh family, from which Mr. 
M. publithed a new tacsiimile of Shak{peare’s autograph ia 
1790, confirms his true mode of writing his name ; and. it now 
is confidered as certain, that he uniformly wrote it himfclf 
Shakfpere, contrary to moft of the inftances in Mr, Ireland’s 
papers and books. Mr. Malone continues to write it Shak- 

fbeare, for reafons which, he fays, he has affigned in his life of- 
the poef, but concerning that writer’s own practice he thinks the 
point manifelt. . The remarks of the critic on the Arabic nu- 
Xx 2 merals 
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merals ufed in fome of thefe papers, in ftating fums of monty, 
are fo curious, that we fhall tranfcribe them entire. 


«¢ But thefe are but trifling obje&tions to the manner in which the 
fums are here {pecified, I mean in Arabic numerals; a mode which 
thofe who have the flighteft knowledge of former times, know not to 
have been the prattice of that age. If any exceptions can be pro- 
duced, (which I much doubt) they will but confirm the general rule. 
In feveral hundred accounts of that age, which I have pervfed, the 
{ums mentioned are marked by Roman numerals*. The fum there- 
fore here flated, fhould have been written xix", Thus, in “ the Ac- 
compte of John Gibbes, one of the Chamberlains of Stratford-upon- 
Avon from the fowerth day of o€tober 1589, to St. Thomas thapoftle 
in the fame yeare,” (in the Archives of Stratford,) I find at the bor- 
tom of the firft page, ‘* Some vii.” r1s. vd. ob.; at the foot of the 
fecond,—‘* Some xiii}. vs.; and fubjoined to the third,—** Some 
xx.!” ys, viiid.”’—I will not trouble you with any more inftances; al- 
molt every book of that age, in which any accounts are given, will 

rove that this was tle ordinary practice of the age of Clizabeth, 
“ee when the fums fpecified were very large, they Rill adhered to this 
tedious and troublefome mode. ‘Thus, in a MS. receipt now before 
me, dated the xii" of November 1586, the fam which in the body of 
the paper is ftated to be «* the fom of two thowfande two hundrethe 
threefkore and feven powndes, nyne fhyllings, fixe pence fterlinge,”’ is 
in the margin expreffed thus: «* M", M". ccLxvij'. ix. vid.” P.128. 


We believe Mr. M. is not quite correé in his fubfequent re- 
mark on the title of Gracet. When Lowine is rewarded, in one 


_ = 





* «In the ColleGtion of Ordinances and Regulations for the Go. 
vernment of the Royal Houfholds, printed by the Society of Anti- 
quaries in 1790, we find, under the head of ** ‘The Annual Expences of 
Qucen Elizabeth,” alt the fams fpecified in Arabic numerals. But 
this paper was copied from the Desiperata Curiosaof Mr. Peck, 
who printed from a MS. in his pofleffion, I have not the {mallet 
doubt that he adopted this mode as leaft troublefome, and that his ori- 
ginal, like all the accounts of that age which I have feen, had Roman 
numerais. 

«¢ In confirmation of my opinion, I may obferve, that in the fame 
volume of Oxpinances are given the Eftablifhments of Henry 
Prince of Wales in 1610, and various other Royal Houfhold Eftablifh- 
ments, from MS. Hark. N°. G42, and all the fums are printed by the 
editor in Arabic figures: but on examining the MS, itfelf, I find the 
fums are there all fpecified m Roman numerals ; as is the cafe in every 
money-account of the age that Ihave feen. Atthe head of different 
fections of Eftablifhments, they ufed Arabic figures, 1, 2, &¢. fo alfo 
in exprefling the year of our Lord : but not in fums.—The modera 
fathion of printing has been adopted merely to fave trouble. 71, 8s. 4d. 
is muck fhorter than vii/i. viiis. ilijd.” 

+ ‘This alfo he foems inclined to allow, in p.173. Rew 
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of the papers, for his well playing, it is clearly made out that 
he could not be, at moft, above twelve years old. But one of 
the {trongeft points of the whole tra& is, the confutation of 


Shakfpeare’s pretended promifory note, which runs in. the 
following terms. 


** One Moneth from the date hereof I doe promyfe to paye to my 
good and Worthye Freynd John Hemynge the fume of frve Pounds and 
five frillings Englifh Monye as a recompenfe for hys greate trouble in 
fettling and doinge much for me at the Globe Theatre as alfo for hys 
trouble in going downe for me to ftatford Witne/s my Hand 
Ww Shakfpere, 
September 
the Nynth 1589. 


Here Mr. Malone fhows very fatisfa&torily that this form of 


a note is perfetly unfuitable to the cuftoms of the time, 


«« T have already noticed the form of this promiffory note, which is 
fo completely modern, that the doubters concerning the miftake of 
five pounds five fhillings might, methinks, give the forger credit for 
that abfurdity, when they fee fuch plain marks of fraud and folly in 
every other part of the paper. I ran no rifk, when I affert that no 
fuch form df promiffory note exifted at that time, becaufe luckily I 
am able, from an old theatrical regifter, to give the forms then aétual! 
ufed in bills of debt, (the promiflory note of that time) payable bot 
on demand, and one month after date ; which I beg leave to recom. 


mend as precedents to all perfons who may hereafter have oc¢cafion to 
make old MSS. 


«© M. {Mem™] That I Gabrell spencer the 5 of apell. have bo- 
rowed of phillippe henslo the some of thirtie shellynges in Redy mo- 
ney to be payed unto hime agayne when he fhalle demande yt. 1 faye 
borowed—xxx" 

Gabriell Spencer.” 


«¢ The above, we fee, is the true promiffory note on demand, of 
that time. The following is a note or bill of debt payable one month 


after date, figned by an actor, who, at one period, performed in our 
author’s company : 


«¢ The 1 and twentie daye-of septtember a thousand fix houndard 
borrowed of Mr. Henshlowe in Redie monie the fom of fortie shel- 


lings to be paid the twentie daie of october next folleinge the date 
her of ix witnes her of I set to my hand. 
John Duke.” 


«© Another form was, ‘ Received 30 die Januarii 1598, of —— 
the fum of ———'to bee repayed unto him or his affignes upon the laft 
of February next enfuinge, for payment whereof I bind me,' my 
heires, executors and adminiftrators,” But none of thefe, whether 
eatered in the book of the lender, or written on feparate flips of paper, 
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were indorfable over, nor could an aétion at law be maintained or 
them.” P. 140. 


In confirmation of thefe opinions, a complete hiltory of the 
origin and gradual extenfion of bills obligatory, and of the 
great difficuliy with which the modern promifory note was at 
length eftab'ithed, even within the prefent century, is given in 
the appendix. ‘This excellent paper was cominnnicated, as 
the author tells us, by a friend. Another curious remark on 
the cuffoms of the time is occafioned by the indorfement of 
the deed of gift to Ireland; both which we fhall here fubjoin, 


«© Sealed and delyveredd in the prefaunce of us Jo, Edwards—Jos, 
Byggett.—Deede of guy {te from Shak {peare to Lrelaunde—2 James.” 
‘Thofe who are converfant with deeds ef that period know, that 
the fcrivener who drew them, and his fervant or apprentice, were al- 
mott always witneffes tothem. On neithes this deed, however, nor 
any other that has been produced on the prefent occafion, does the 
name of a fCrivener appear as a fub{cribing witnefs.—But this defect, 
on the back of this and all the other deeds, is not half fo fatal as that 
jndorfement which the ignorance of the fabricator has placed on them; 
ihe year of the hing’s reign in Englifa. If the maker of thefe in. 
ftruments had even been what, I think, Lord Camden called a fucking 
lawyer, he would have learned, betore he had turned over a few leaves 
of Sir Edward Coke’s Firft Inititute, that fome ancient feofments had 
heen difcovered to be forged by their having livery of feitia indorfed 
onthem; and would not have fallen into a fimilar error.—In the time 
we are now treating of, it was by no means common to write either 
the year of our king’s reign, or the year of our Lord, on the back of 
a eet, I have very feldom found more than a fhort note of the purport 
of it, (as “A Deed belonging tothe houfe in Blackfryers,” or **A Deed 
of bargain and fale from Walker to Shak {peare,’ ’) and often not even 
fo much as that: but when the year of the king’s reign was indorfed, 
it was always written in Latin (2 Jacobi, or 2 Jac. &ce) 5 and this 
continued to be the unitorm practice ull the Statute 4 Geo. Il. c. 26. 
vas made, which dire¢ting that all the proceedings at law fhould be 
fro m thenceforth in Englith, naturally produced an alteration in ms 
minute partieul: aralfo. The indorfement, therefore, on this and a 
the other deeds before us, containing the year of the king’s reign ia 
Englith, infead of Latin, is a decifive proof of forgery ; and the 
two words * 2 Te mes,’ are as fatal ou the outfiide as WiLLiam- 
Hewey are within this inftrament.—Thus we fee that the fpirit of 
Horace’s precept —talis ad imum, operated through every part of thefe 
fabrications, however little the letter of it may have been known to 
the fabricator.” P. 235. 
We cannot refift the temptation of adding fome of the re- 
marks on the leafe to Michael Frafer and his wife. 
« The following deed was one © sf the bey if not the very firl 
which was exhibi ted to thofe ** ingenious, 
as,” on whofe fhoulders the weight y 
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load of all this motley mafs of trampery has been Iaid. It is a leafe 
pretended to be made on the 14th of July, 1610, (8 Jac.) by which 
Shakfpeare and his friend John Heminges (by the name of John He- 
mynge) demife to one Michael Frafer and his wife * his two meffuages 
or tenements (to which of the two leflors the word Ais refers does not 
appear) abutting clofe to the Globe theatre by Black Fryers London" —~ 
«* and alfo all thofe two Gardens on the North fide of the fame which 
appertayne or belong thereto, and whiche conteyne fix Acres and an 
half be they more or lefs,”” for a term of fixty four years from the 
29th of September next enfuing, at a rent of forty four pounds a year, 
to be paid half yearly, and the firft payment to be made on the faid 
2gth day of September. 

«« However our modern conveyancers may furpafs their prede- 
ceflors in the number of covenants or provifos, it will, I believe, be 
found that our ancient deeds, though brief and fimple, were at leat 
as clear, explicit, and correct, particularly in the defcription of the 
thing fold, demifed, or granted, as the more ample and voluminous 
indentures of the prefent day. Here, however, we have a defcription 
of fix acres and a half of land abutting clofe to the Globe theatre by 
Blackfryers ; which is about as good a defcription, as if the gronnd 
on which the houfe of the prefent Earl Bathurft is built, had been 
conveyed to the late earl, as ** a certain piece of ground containing 
in front ninety feet, and in depth one hundred and twenty feet, orf 
which the Inn known by the name of the Hercu es’ Pittars now 
ftands, abutting clofe to Hyde-Park Corner by WuiTECHAPEL,” 

*© In deteéting the fabrications of Chatterton it was curious to trace 
the miftakes he tell into, up to the authors from whofe blunders they 
were derived. ‘The prefent ridiculous blunder appears to have been 
derived from a mere error of the prefs in a book which our fabricator 
Was very likely to examine, the Brocgrarpnia DramatTica, pub. 
lifhed in 1780, where, under the article ** Ropsrt ARMIN,” he 
found the following words: ** ‘This author was an actor at the Globe, 
Black-Fryers, and was living in 1611,” &c. ‘The conjunttion and 
having been inadvertently omitted by the compofitor at the prefs, the 
theatre in Southwark was conceived to be adjoining to Blackfriars, or 
this latter was fuppofed to be a larger and more general defcription 
of the quarter where the Globe theatre flood ; as we now fay—Duke 
Street, St. James’s Square.” P. 265. 


As Mr. Malone has here detected the origin of one of 
the forger’s blunders, fo has he alfo, with conliderable acute- 
nefs, traced feveral of his fi€tions to their fource. Thus the 
letter of Queen Elizabeth to Shak{peare, was evidently fug- 
gefted by the reputed letter of King James to that bard, p. 27: 
Lord Southampton’s gift and letter are founded (though ab- 
furdly managed) on a tradition reported by Rowe, p. 167; 
and Shak{peare’s confeflion of faith arifes out of a confeflion of 
ene John Shakfpeare, publifhed by Mr. Malone in 1790, 
but who, according to the prefent opinion of that author, 
may 
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may be proved not to have belonged to the poet’s fa. 
mily. P. 178. 

On the fubje& of the fix acres and a half of ground fpecified 
in Frafer’s leafe, the remarks are alfo important, 


«¢ As it is not very eafy to know on which fide of the Thames thefe 
fix acres and a half are fuppofed to have lain, it is neceflary to take a 
view both of the diftri¢t of the Blackfriars and the Bankfide. In 
1596 there was certainly in Southwark fome ground unoccupied by 
buildings ; but it was chiefly in that part of it which lay more to the 
Weft than the Globe theatre, and which afterwards became the pro- 
perty of Thomas, Earl of Arundel, whofe gardener, Cuper, renting 
the ground, it took the name of Cuper’s Gardens. Even at an earlier 

riod of the reign of Elizabeth the ground near where the Globe 
ftood, feems to have been almott all occupied, though I do not doubt 
there may have been then fome fmall gardensin that quarter. With 
refpeét to the Blackfriars, there were in that diftri¢t {ome void {paces 
certainly, as is proved by the Conveyance to Shakipeare, already 
mentioned*: but in general (as appears from ancient maps) the ground 
on the eaft fide of Fleet Ditch (where the theatre ftood) was almoft 
wholly occupied by houfes. ‘To the weft there appears to have been 
a confiderable fpace of void ground about forty years before the date 
of this pretended leafe ; but this was in Whitefriars. with which we 
have no concern,—In fix acres and a half there are thirty one thoufand 
four hundred and fixty fquare yards, a {pace on which above three hun- 
dred houfes might have been built; as appears from a caufe of much 
celebrity which was tried in the laft century, and which I thall pre- 
fently have occafion to mention more particularly. Moft afluredly 
neither near the Globe, nor in the Blackfriars, was there in the year 
1610 void {pace fufficient to contain the fourth part of the number of 
edifices above mentioned. If however I were to allow that there 
might have been fuch an immenfe void fpace as would contain three 
hundred houfes, either adjoining to the eaftern end of Maiden-lane 
in Southwark, where the Globe ftood, or in the preciné of Blackfriars 
on the other fide of the river, it would contribute nothing to the 
eftablifhment of this fabricated inftrument; for till fuch an ancient 
building as she Globe theatre by Blackfriars thall be proved to have 
exifted in the reign of James the Firft, together with fix acres and a 
half adjoining to it, this deed muft fhare the fame fate with the 
sett.” P, 269. 

We cannot allot more fpace to this book, ingenious as it is 3 
but we recommend it to the attention of our readers, as well 
worthy to be added to the colleétions of thofe who have any 
curiofity concerning the times of Shakfpeare; and as containing 
much matter well worthy of confideration, exclufive of the 
gueftion by which the enquiry was occafioned. 





* From the Featherftonchaugh family, Reve 
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Art. X. A Treatife on the Police of the pers pss ; explaine 
ing the various Crimes and Mifdemeanors which at prefent are 
felt as a preffure upon the Community ; and fuggefling Reme- 
dies for their Prevention. Bya Magifirate. 8vo. 369 pp. 
gs.* Dilly. 1796. 


PUBLICATION fo important as this cannot often come 
before us. It is no matter of fanciful fpeculation, or 
metaphylical difcutfion, which forms the fubje& of enquiry, 
but a queftion which affe&ts moft nearly the inhabitants-ot this 
metropolis, and, in its remoter confequences, the realm at large. 
To reconcile order with liberty, and prevent crimes without 
abridging the privileges of innocence ; to fecure the property 
of the wealthy, and amend the morals of the indigent, with 
out opprefling either by the precautions taken ; thefe are the 
objects of the treatife ; not generally aflumed, but applied to 
the actual {tate of fociety in this valt city and its appendages, 
The book is anonymous ; but it is generally underftood to be 
the produ&tion of Mr. Colquhoun, one of the prefent juftices 
of the police; and it is of fuch a kind that fome credit mutt 
arife even from the imputation. 
Taking for granted that the inconvenience of an imperfect 
olice, the infecurity of property, and, in forme cafes, of life 
itfelf, in this metropolis, are fufficiently felt to be obvious to all, 
the author very juitly expects attention, when he lays before 


the public the aftonifhing detail of particulars, which he hag 
been able to inveftigate. 


«© He has,” he fays, ** fubmitted to the confideration of the rea- 
der a variety of evils of great magnitude, with other fpecific details, 
which are not to be found in books, and which, of courfe, have never 
been laid before the public through the medium of the prefs, 

«« It may therefore naturally be expected, that fuch an accumula- 
tion of delinquency, fyftematically detailed, and placed in fo promi- 
nent a point of view, muft excite in minds, to which fuch fubjeéts 
are not familiar, both wonder and aftonifhment! 

¢ Ie is earneftly to be wifhed that it may alfo excite in the public 
mind an ardent defire to prefs for the adoption of fuch remedies as 
fhall apply to all the objects of danger and infecurity, which at prefent 
exift, and which unqueftionably muft be greatly augmented at the 
conclufion of the war, when much additional ftrength will be given 
to the phalanx of criminal delinquents now upon the town, by the 
return of the multitude of their aflociates in iniquity. 

«« The intention of this treatife (among other things) is to point 
out the means of preventing thefe accumulated wrongs, by thielding 
the inhabitants of the metropolis againft the alarming confequences to 
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be dreaded from the exiftence of fuch an atrocious and criminal con- 
federacy. 

‘© That this may be the more eafily effefted, the author, in all in. 
fiances where evils are reprefented to exift, has uniformly fuggelted 
and propofed remedies. 

_ *€ They are fach as have preffed themfelves upon the mind, more 
from prattical ohfervation, than by indulging in {peculative theories, 
_ * Iris hoped alfo, that thefe remedies will be tound, on examina. 
tion, perfectly to accord with the fpirit of the laws: and that their 
adoption will be practicable without difturbing, in any refpett, the 
fyitem of criminal jurifprudence which at prefentexiits.” —P. iii. 

' "The author apologizes for the imperfections of his book in 
point of compofition, and alledges reafons which would excufe 
much greater imperfeclions than are here obfervable. A wri- 
ter ftudious of corre€tnefs would not indeed, in the paflage 
above-cited, have united two words fo nearly fynonymous as 
wonder and aftonifhment ; but wheré fome of the higheft 
interefts of fociety are concerned, it would be abfurd pedantry 
to be cavilling at the minutie of the terms in which the moit 
Important information is conveyed, 

‘The work is divided into twelve chapters, befides an intro- 
duction and appendix. The introduétion contains a general 
view of the evils arifing from the imperfections of our crimi- 
nal code. Ch. 1. Explains fome of the prominent caufes of 
the increafe of crimes. 2. The caufes and progrefs of {mall 
thefts. 3. The pillage of merchandize, &c. upon the Thames. 
4. Kcflections on the caufes of the abufes, pillage, &c. in the 
public arfenals, fhips of war and tranfports. 5. On the more 
atrocious offences of burglary and highway robbery, 6. On 
the coinage and circulation of bafe money. 7. On forgeries, 
frauds, (windling, gambling, &c. 8. On receivers of flolen 
goods in general. g. On the means of detecting offenders. 
10. On the profecution of offenders. 11. On punithments, 
12. On the prefent {tate of the police of the metropolis. The 
appendix gives a fummary view of the matter of thefe chapters, 
and fubjoins fome general reflections, and a conclufion. 

Te will aftonith the reader, to whom fuch enquiries are new, 
to be informed that the amount of the depredations annually 
committed in the metropolis and its vicinity, is eftimated at 
two millions flerling. His concern at fuch an amazing faa 
will not be occafioned fimply by the importance of fo much pro- 
perty to the public and to individuals, but by the very jutt 
refliction, what multiudes of unhappy individuals mult be 
employed in the difgraceful fervice of difhoneily, in order to 
produce fuch an amount. ‘That the country at large is deeply 
concerned in the correétion of this enormous evil cannot be 
denied, fiace, while an immenfe army of depredators is regu- 
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Jarly trained in London, their conne@tions are extended, in 
various. Ways, to every part of the empire, and the increafe of 
immorality and difhonetty is felt throughout the whole. Bur 
the importance of the confiderations adduced upon this fubje&, 
cannot better be {tated than by the author of the book himfelf. 


** Next to the bleflings which a nation derives from excellent 
Jaws, ably adminiftered, are thofe advantages which refult from a 
well-regulated and energetic police, conducied with purity, attivity, 
vigilance, and difcretion. 

«* Upon this depends, in fo great a degree, the comfort, the hap- 
pinefs, and the fecurity of the people, that too much labour and at- 
tention cannot poflibly be bettowed in rendering the {yitem complete. 

‘* That much remains to be done in this refpect no perfon will 
deny ; becaufe all ranks muft bear teftimony to the infecurit?, both 
with regard to life and property, which arifes from the phalanx of 
criminal people, who are fuffered from a variety of caufes (which it 
is the object of the writer of thefe pages to explain) to continue with 
impunity to repeat acts of licentiou{nefs and mifchief, and to commit 
Cepredations upon the property of the public. 

«© In vain do we boatt of thofe liberties, which are our birth-right, 
if the vileft and moft depraved part of the community are fuffered to 
deprive us of the privilege of travelling upon the highways, or of 
approaching the capital, in any direction, after dark, without danger 
of being aflaulted and robbed ; and perhaps wounded or murdered. 

«s In vain alfo do we boatt of the fecurity which our excellent laws 
afford us, if we cannot lie down to reft in our habitations without the 
dread of a burglary being committed, our property invaded, and our 
lives expofed to imminent danger before the approach of the morning. 

«© Equally delufive is that protection which we are taught to fup. 
pofe we derive from the adminiftration of criminal juttice, if crimes 
are found to increafe; if the moral principle ceafes to be a check upon 
a vatt proportion of the lower ranks of the people ; and if {mall thefts 
are known to prevail in fuch adegree, as to affect almoft all ranks of 
the community who have any property to lofe, as often as opportu. 
nities occur, whereby pilfering in a little way can be effeéted without 
rifk of detettion.” P. 5. 

Among the caufes of the prefent depraved ftate of things in 
this refpect, muft be the imperfection of the preventive code ; 
and the following obfervation on the nature of our criminal 
laws, deferves peculiar attention, 


«© Were the exifting laws, which form our prefent criminal code, 
{according to the fuggefiions of Lord Bacon, and an eminent criminal 
lawver of our own times) now to be referred to able and intelligent 
men, who fhould undertake to revife, confolidate, and adjuit the whole 
jn a manner belt fuited to the prefent ftate of fociety and manners, 
the imveltigation would unqueflionably excite wonder and aftonifh- 
ment ; and thofe concerned in it could not tail to lament that fo many 
laws, inflicting fevere penalties and punifhiments for fight offences, at 
prefent fill the ftatute-book, while feveral crimes, highly injurious to 
jociety, are not punifhed at all, 
= “© Penal 
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** Penal laws which are either obfylete or abfurd, or which have 
arifen from an adherence to rules of common law, when the reafons 
have ceafed' upon which thefe rules are founded ; and, in fhort, all laws 
which appear not to be founded on the dictates of ‘truth and juttice, 
the feelings of humanity, and the indelible rights of mankind, fhould 
be abrogated and repealed, 

‘* The method of infli@ing punifhments ought always to be propor- 
tioned tothe end it is meant to ferve. ‘That boundary fhould never be 
exceeded, and where death does not attach to the crime, the reforma- 
tion and future utility of the convict to the ftate, fhould conftantly 
form a leading feature in our criminal jurifprudence. 

** By compelling perfons convicted of offences to be ufeful and in- 
duftrious, a repetition of crimes is prevented, and, in place of being 
injured by reiterated depredations, as is the cafe at prefent, fociety 
would enjoy fot only the benefits arifing from the protection of life 
and property, but alfo from sochetien uhber, encreafing and enlarg- 
ing the refources of the flate through the medium of its worit mem- 
bess.” P. 13. 

Among the principal caufes of depravity which the laws do 
not fufficiently reftrain, the great evil of ill-regulated public- 
houfes is very properly ftared. ‘* An ill-regulated public. 
houfe,” fays this magiltrate, is one of the greateft nuffances 
which can exift in civil fociety.” It is in fuch houfes that 
thieves find an afylum, and confult how and where they are 
to commit depredations on the public. It is here that the 
youth of both fexes is initiated in vice. On which fubje& a 
moft extraordinary piece of information is communicated in a 
note on p. 42. ; * 


«« Tt has been lately difcovered, that clubs of apprentice boys are 
harboured in public-houles, for the purpofe of fupporting their bre. 
thren who run away from their matters, and of indulging themfelves 
early in the fcenes of lewdnefs and drunkennefs, which they eye | 
do by pilfering their matters’ property and difpofing of it at the old- 
iron fhops.—In this fituation, from being an apprentice to a lawful 
trade, they in general become the apprentices of thieves, who refort to 
fuch houfes to find boys fit for their purpofe.” P. 42. 


The next evil is the facility of difpofing of ftolen property, 
by means of the numerous receivers and purchafers of fuch 
articles, who are ufually dealers in rags, old iron, and ftores of 
all kinds. The aftonifhing increafe of thefe fhops within a 
few years, marks fufficiently the neceffity for legal interference 
and regulation. From about three or four hundred, they have 
multiplied, within twenty years, to upwards of three thoufand, 
within the metropolis alone ; and, from the information of a 
confiderable dealer in this line, confirmed by much intelligence 
afterwards obtained through other channels, it is calculated 
that the {mall thefts committed by perfons not known be. 
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long to the fraternity of thieves, amount annually to the value 
of more than feven hundred thoufand pounds. So great is the 
fedu€tive force of thefe warehoufes of iniquity. In the fe- 
venth chapter are enumerated no lefs than twenty-one dittin@ 
clafles of cheats, who regularly fubfift in London by their feve- 
ral branches of fraud. Among thefe the author does not {pare 
the gaming-houfes, nor does he fail to point out how important 
it is that the magiftrate fhould interfere to prevent the direct in- 
fringement of the laws, fo palpably committed in many places 
of what is called genteel refort. 7 

Afier furveying the various branches of depredation, the au- 
thor earne(tly enforces the obfervation, that the furelt way to 
deftroy the profeffion of thieving, is to fupprefs the receivers. 


«« Nothing can be more juft than the old obfervation, ** that if 
there were no receivers there would be no thieves.” Deprive the thief 
of a fafe and ready market for his goods, and he is undone. 

‘+ Let the ftrong arm of the law, and the vigour and energy of the 
police, be directed in a particular manner againtt the recesvers; and 
the chief part of thefe rebberies ani burglaries, which are fo much 
dreaded, on account of the acts of violence which attend them, would 
abfolutely ceafe to exif: and the refource for plunder being thus’ nar- 
rowed in fo great a degree, robberies on the highway would alone fel- 
dom anfwer the purpofe of the adventurer, where the rifque would be 
exceedingly multiplied, while the advantages were in the {ame propor- 
tion diminifhed ;—the refult therefore would be, that in che /uppreffim 
of the receivers, the encoutagement to become thieves and rcvbbers 
would be taken away, and the prefent depredarors upon the public 
muft either return to honeft labc ur as ufeful members of the Rate, or 
fubmit to be ftarved.” P. 184. 


The neceffary regulation of the receivers, Mr. C. propofes 
to effect by obliging all dealers in fuch branches of trades as 
ufually carry on that profeffion, to take out an annual li- 
cence, fubje@ to the fame kind of infpedtion and controul as 
now exift refpe&ting public-houfes: and to enter, at the fame 
time, into a recognizance for their good behaviour. But we 
cannot purfue this able and well-informed writer through the 
various plans he propofes, nor can we undertake to appreciate 
their value and importance. ‘To thofe who are appointed, by 
the laws of their country, to the office of legiflation, it belongs 
to weigh and examine thefe matters with the moft ferupulous 
care and attention. Tothem, therefore, rather than the pubs 
lic at large, do we recommend the ftudy of this book ; which, 
however, to all muft be a matter of intereft and curiofity, and 
which is more likely than any we have yet feen, to excite that 

ublic and general defire for the neceflasy improvements, which 
will not fail to influence the conduct of the legiiatuse. 
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Art. XI. Zhe Life of Milton, in Three Parts. To which are 
added, Conjedtures on the Origin of Paradife Loft: with an 


Appendix. By William Hayley, Ejq. 410. Cadell and 
Davies. 1796. 


FROM | the praifes which we gave to this Life of Milton, 

when itappeared with the fplendid volume of Mr. Boydell, 
we have fi-und no reafon to detraét ; but we could have withed 
that, in the dedication to the prefent edition, addreffed to Dr, 
Warton, the author had avoided the application of Claudian’s 
** Servi rabies” to Dr. Johnfon. Amidi{t the handfome exprefs 
fions very properly ufed refpecting that great man, it is hardly 
fair to brand him with fo difgraceful a title ; one which his foul 
no lefs difdained, than he does by whom it is applied, and which 
he certainly in no re peat deferved. Here, therefore, we mutt 
fuppofe the author ready to retra&t his words, in the form he 
has himfelf fuggelted ; “Si quid dixerim contra fpiritum cari- 
tatis evangelica, indium vi * Mr. Hayley takes occafion, 
in this dedication, to defend the genius of Pope againit the very 
critic whom he addreffes, and in terms to which we cordially 
accede. He burlts out into fevere indignation againf{t “ the fu- 
percilious prelate Warburton, a great part of whofe lumber 
Dr. Warton is to remove from the | pages of the poet:” and he 
glances atthe part of Bifhop Hurd’s Life of Warburton, which 
almoft every reader regrets; his cold and contemptuous mention 
of Lowth. Refpecting the excellent tranflation of Milton’s 
Latin poems, by Mr. Cowper, the fpecimens of which in this 
Life we before commended, and concerning the author, we are 
heartily glad to fee the following pailage : 


* A very different chara&er is due to that verfion of Milton’s La- 
tin poetry, which my excellent friend has finifhed with fuch care and 
felicity, that even from the fe parate fpecimens of 1¢ with which this 
life is ‘embellithed, you, my dear Warton, and every delicate judge of 
poctry, will, Lam confident, effeem it an abfolute model of poctical 
tranflation. For the honour of Milton, and that of his worthy inter- 

preter, | hope that the whole of this admirable performance may foon 
te imparted to the public, as I truft that returning health will happily 
reftore its incomparable author to his fufpended ftudies ; an event that 
may affe& the moral intereft, and the mental delight, of all the world ; 
for rarely, very rarely indeed, has heaven beftowed on any individual 
fuch an ample, fuch a variegated portion of true poetic genius; and 
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Hayley’s Life of Mitten, 643 
never did it add greater purity of heart to that divine, yet perilous 


talent, to fanctify its exertion.” P. xxii, 


This hope, which we delight to participate, and this praife, 
to which we fully fubfcribe, we are eager to fend forth into the 
world, forthe gratification of many others. 

The tranflation of the paflage from Andreini, we cannot 
much commend, ‘The analyfis of the Adamo et Eva of Troile 
Laneetia, is a novelty which we receive with pleafure. The 
conjectures on the origin of Paradife Lott are in themfelves 
ingenious, and are {tated with modefty. The refult of them is, 
that the fubject of Adam in Paradife, was probably fug- 
gefled to Milton’s mind by the drama of Andreini; and 
the idea of converting it into an epic poem, poflibly, by 
fome expreffions of Lancetta. Whether thefe opinions gain 
affent or not, they are topics of liberal fpeculation, and as fuch 
deferve commendation. In points of criticifm we agree fo 
entirely with Mr. Hayley, that we could with pleafure tran- 
{eribe feveral palfages of this effay ; but his opinion on thetafte 
neceffary to relifh Milton, is too juft to be pafled without 
notice*, This talte, he fays, is rare, but heafligns the'reafon 
why itis fo. 

« To form it completely, a reader mift poflefs, in fome degree, 
what was fuperlatively poffeffed by the poet, a mixture of two different 
fpecies of enthufiaf, the poctical and the teligious. ‘To relifh Ho- 
mer it is fufficient to have a paflion for excellent verfe; but the reader 
of Milton, who is only a lover of the mufes, lofes half, and certainly 
the beft half of that tranfcendent delight which the poems of this 
divine enthufiaft are capable of imparting. A devotional tafte is as 
fequifite for a full enjoyment of Milton, asa taite for poetry.” P. 278, 


Hence he accounts for the inconfiltent judgments given on 
Milton, by Dryden and by Voltaire, who both relifhed his 
poetry ; but the former only alittle, and the latter not at all 
his religion. He concludes thus : 


« To fay that his poem wants human intereft, is only to prove 
that he who finds that defect, wants the proper fenfibility of man. 
A work that difplays at fall length, and in the ftrongeft light, the 
delicious tranquillity of innocence, the tormenting turbulence of 
guilt, and the confolatory fatisfaGtion of repeniance, has'furely abun- 
cance of attraction to awaken fympathy. ‘The images and fentiments 
that belong to thefe varying fituations, are fo fuited to our mortal 








* We fee with pleafure, in a note on p. 269, a kind of promife of 
fome remarks on the proper connection between true religion and 
pociry. We certainly do not affent to Johnfon’s opinion either of 
pious peetry in general, or of the fixth book of Paradife Loft. 

exiftence, 
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exiftence, that they cannot ceafe to intereft while human 

dures. ‘The human heart indeed may be too much dapraved ad a 
human mind may be too licentious or too gloomy to have a perfect 
relifh for Milton; but, in honour of his poetry, we may obferve 
that it has a peculiar tendency to delight and to meliorate thofe cha. 
racters, in which the feeds of tafte and poetry have been happily fown 
by nature.” P. 270. 


The final fentence we omit. The increafe of intelligence, 
virtue, and religion, is what the prefent appearances of things 
almo(t forbid us to hope, and we cannot join in {peculations 
on chimeras, This eifay is introduced by an account of Lav- 
der’s attack, which we think juft and manly. 





@ 


Art. XII. Medical Commentaries for the Year1795. Ex- 
hibiting a cancife View of the lateft and moft important Difco- 
weries in Medicine and medical Philofiphy. Collected and pub- 
lifoed by Andrew Duncan, M. D. F.R. and A. 8.8. Edin. 
Phyfician to his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales for Scots 
land, Fellow of the Royal College of Phyficians, Edinburgh, 
Member of the Royal Societies of Medicine of Paris, Copen- 
hagen, Edinburgh, Sc. and Profeffor of the Inftitutions of 
Medicine in the Univerfity of Edinburgh. Decade the 10th, 
Second Vol. 8vo. 421 pp. 6s. Maudie, Edinburgh : 
Robinfons, London. 1796. 


THE reputation which this work has long and defervedly 

enjoyed, and its general circulation, make it unneceflary 
to particularife the whole of its contents; we fhall therefore 
only notice thofe articles which appear moft deferving of at- 
tention. As this volume completes the fecond decade, the 
author does not mean to continue it under its prefent name, 
but protaifes to publifh a volume every year, under the title of 
Medical Annals, This is to be formed upon the fame plan as 
the prefent work, and the author hopes, with the affiftance of 
his fon, who is about to return from his travels on the conti 
nent, to be able to give an earlier and more complete account 
than heretofore, of the difcoveries and improvements in phy- 
fic made by foreigners. 

The following obfervations are taken from An hiftorical 
Account of the Climate and Difeafes of the United States of Ame- 
rica, Fc. By William Currie, M. D. Fellow of the College of 
Phyjficians of Philadelphia. 

«< The rickets, which about thirty-five or forty years ago, had 


been pretty common, have now become fo rare, the author fays, es 
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he has not fcen. the difeafe more. than three or four times thefe eight 
or ten. years. The colica pittorum to», alfo formerly pretty fr quent, 
occurs now only among thofe who deal in lead, fuch as painters, &c. 
"This exemption the Dr, thinks proceeds from the fubltitution of fone 
wate, injtead of pewter, as the materials of table furnivure, Acute 
difeates are much lets f: equent than formerly: and chronic difeates, 
particularly pthifis pulmonis, have taken their place, In the year 

7$2 there was an exact account taken, by order of the magiftrates 
of Bofton, of all who had the {mall- “POX, either in the natural way, 
or by inoculation, and of the number of thofe who died of it in either 
way, By this account, it appears, that the number of thofe who 
had the difeafe in the natural way, including blacks, amounted to 
5544, of which number there dicd 574. ‘The number inoculated 
was 2113, of which 30 died. At this time all prefent had had the 
fmnall-pox, ¢ except 174. ‘The total refidenters at that time was 9710, 
of which number 1544 were negroes. The number of thofe who fled 
to avoid the difeafe was eftimated at 1800. In 1764, of 3000 ino- 
culated patients, only five died, and thefe were Lt; ew under five 
years of age. Three hofpitals were erected, in diferent parcs of Maf- 
fachufets, tor the purpofe of receiving patients defirous of | eing ino- 
culated, and tegalatcd in fuch a mai “ ls as to prevent infection from 
{preading ; but through fome trefpafs of the tules » and the re iractory 
difpofition of fome of the patients, the whole utility of the infti:ution 
was fruftrated ; whereupon the law permiting inoculation was repealed, 
and another paffed, prohibiting ic under fevere penalties. By this 
new law, if any one enters the ftaie with tofection, and communicates 
it to another, the party infected may recover treble damages and cofts 
of fuit. How thofe damages are ettimated we are not told.” 


This is certainly a very curious account. But we with the 
author had informed us what have been the effets of this law, 
and what the amount of deaths from fmall-pox has been’, fince 
the interdiGlion of inoculation. Whether from a more rational 
method of treating the difeafe, it is become lefs fatal, or whe- 
ther by regulations relative to the management of patients under 
the complain t, and their attendants, by prohibiting all commu- 
nication with, the mafs of the inhabitants, the progrefs of in- 
fection has been checked or ftopt. From fuch an account, the 
real value of inoculation to a country, might be appreciated. 
Wo one doubts of the greater fat: ality of what is called the na- 
tural fmall-pox, over the inoculated; but it is ftill doubted 
whether the latter is entitled to all the commendation that has 
been beltowed upon it, as the difeafe has been frequently Car- 
ried into places, by means of inoculation, where it might not 
otherwife have arrived: and, if in fuch h places, the preji udices 
againft the praciice happen to be f{trong, which is no ‘uncom- 
mon cafe, great numbers of the inhabitants may take the in- 
feétion, and die of the difeafe, who might otherwife have ef- 

Yy caped ; 
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caped ; for it is by no means true, that all perfons muft have 
the fmall- -pox fome time or another. A large part, perhaps 
the whole of.the world, were free from it, for many ages ; 
and itis only now communicable by infé@tion. If therefore, 
by any regulations, the introduction of infe&tion can be pre- 
vented, or its progrefs (topped, the fmall-pox will be banifhed 
from that place. Where this is practicable, no one can doubt 
of the propriety of prohibiting inoculation. It is worth ob- 
ferving, that from a community confifting of about 12,000 

erfons, near 2000, or one-{ixth part, we are told, fled to avoid 
the difeafe: and although regulations were made to prevent 
infection from being diieminated from the hofpitals, yet on 
account of fome irregularities, it was found neceffary to fhut 
the hofpitals up, and to prohibit inoculation, It feems ex- 
tremely probable, that the hofpitals became nurferies for the in- 
fection, which was there conflantly retained, and the difeafe 
became from thence more general and frequent than ufual. Ino- 
culation therefore, although highly advantageous to individuals, 
may be prejudicial toa community, unlefs all the inhabitants 
could be prevailed upon to fubjeét their children to the opera- 
tion. 


Hiftory of a Cafe of Cyftirrhea, cured by the Ufe of aftringent 
Injeétions thrown into the Bladder. By Mr. Thomas Browne, 
Surgeon, Muffalburgh. 


The woman, who was the fubject of this cafe, was afflicted 
with an inceflant irritation or defire to make water, a burning 
heat and violent pain in the part, difcharge of mucus, vo- 
miting, wafting, &c. The author, after various attempts to 
remove or mitigate the complaint, by bark, zinc, cicuta, uva 
urfi, opium, fteel, &c. without obtaining any material advan- 
tage, at length, on the 2oth of June, two months from the 
time he firft faw the patient, had recourfe to inje@tions into 
the bladder. For this purpofe he firft tried infufions of bark, 
with opium and gum arabic, lime water, alum, &c. Thefe 
proving inctfe €tual, on the 20th of July he ufed an injection, 
compoled of linfeed oil, mixed with lime water and opium. 
This, we are told, in a few days produced the happieft effect, 
it was therefore continued with occafional intermiffions, until 
the oth of September, when it was changed for a preparation 
of white vitriol, with opium and gum tragacanth diffolved in 

water, with which the cure was completed. The inftrument 
employed to convey the inje@tion into the bladder, was a fe- 
male catheter, mounted with a bladder. We have feen this 
complaint cured with a mixture of linfeed oil, mucilage of gum 
arabic, and occafionally a few drops of tincture of opium, 
given 
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iven by the mouth, and Mr. William Macbeth, furgeon in 


Jemerary, in a letter to Dr. Duncan, which is here publithed, 
gives an account of an affection of the urinary organs, com- 
mon among the negroes-in that country, which appears to be 
very fimilar to this complaint, for which he found balfam of 
copaiba, mixed with mucilage of gum arabic, an almoft certain 
cure, 

The next article we fhall notice, is 4 Cafe of the fuccefsful 
Treatment of locked Faw, Opifthatonos, Fc. occaftaned by a Wound 
of the fore Arm, by Dr. ‘Fibn Mackie, Phyfician, Southampton. 

The fymptoms in this cafe, which are minutely related, were 
very violent, but yielded completely to a long and liberal ufe of 
the warm bath and opium. 

Article the 9th contains an account of the good cffedts ob= 
tained by wafhing the body with cold water and vinegar, in 
cafes of typhus fever, attended with petechia. By Dr. Robert 
Halls, phyfician, Colchefter. 

The fever was diftin@tly marked; about twenty patients fell 
under the author’s care, all of whom were cured, by wathing 
the whole body twiceafday with cold vinegar and water; in what 
proportions one to the other, or in what manner the ablutions 
were performed, we are not told. Toa few of the patients, 
opium with zxther, ora gentle laxative were given. The ef- 
fects of ablution, the author fays, were ** The number and livid 
appearance of the petechiz were leflened. The pulfe, when 
weak and frequent, became flower and flronger ; the fkin moift 
and foft. Sleep was procured. The appetite often returned, 
and, in fome cafes, thirft, of which the patients had not com- 
plained before, was produced.” This, the author thinks, arofe 
from the delirium being appeafed, and the fenfibility of the 
tongue and fauces being reftored. 

Some curious articles of medical intelligence, or accounts of 
inventions, experiments, and inquiries, now making on various 
fubje&ts of importance to phyfick, with a lift of medical pub- 
lications for the laft year, conclude the volume, which, we will 
venture to fay, will not diminifh the credit the editor has ac- 
quired by his former publications, 











































6:8 Bifhap Watfon's Apology. 


Arr. XIII. An Apelogy for the Bible. Ina feries of Letters, 
Addreffed to Thomas Paine, Author of a Book entitled, The 
Age of Reafon.- Pert. the ee Being an Invefitgution ¢ 
true and fabuloiis The ology. y R Watfon, D.D. F. R.S. 
L rd Bifbop of Landaf', and Revi tus Profffor of Divinity in 
the Univer fity of Combridge. Third Edition. 12mo. 385 pp. 
4s. Evans. 1794. 


a book fo important to the beit of caufes, the caufe o 
tienitv, as the prefint. It confirms an opinron which we 
have aflerted, becaule we believe it to be true, and which we cer- 
tainly with te be and to continue fo; that good books on the 
fubje@t of divinity are fure of attention*and circulation in this 
country. W h ive indeed heard two objections made to this pub- 
lication, by very found friends to religion; one of which, though 
we in fone degree admit, we confider as of no great weight ; : 
and the other, as far as our own opinion goes, we entirely dif- 
claim. ‘I: is faid, in the firlt place, that the title is injudicious, 
No one, we truft, will fuppofe that we are ignorant of the ar- 
guments which have been, or may be, adduced in, defence of 
this title. We know and have read the apologies of antiquity ; 
and the claflical meaning of the word will not be difputed by 
us. Neverthelefs the title does appear to us in, fome degree, 
objcAionable. Apologies made fora fect at that time calum- 
niated and defpifed, addreffed to emperors or fenates, form no 
precedent for an apology for Chriftianity as it now fubfifts, 
addreiled to fuc ch an individual as Thomas Paine. Such an 
addrefs appears to degrade the one, and exalt the other, in a 
manner W hich ipteieiay was not intended by the learned bi- 
fhop; and, according to the moft current Englith idiom, by 
which an Englith title muft be judged, an apology feems in 
itfelf to ailenie: of fome defeét. Where any thing 4 is above all 
joft objection, we ‘fay —— that it requires no apology, 
and we write to defend not .to ape logize for it. Admitting, 
therefore, this firlt obje€tion, in fome degree, we are {till 
ready to enquire, In behalf of the book, to what does it 
amount? An ebjedtion to the title :—a very fuperficial Coste 
tion: to a matter which probably coft the author but little 
thanght, and cannot produce any du rable effect upon the reader. 
The fecond ob jection is of a very different nature, and we 
think it founded altogether in mif. pprehenfion. It is faid 
that the Rt. Rev author is too civil to Thomas Paine, and too 
little offended by the atrocious blafphemies vented by that 


daring 


We hail, with much delight, the repetition of editions of 
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daring empiric. On this head we diifer totally from the objec- 
tors. The converfion of Thomas Paine is not perhaps a matter 
to.be fpeculated upon. A man fo bigoted tn his prejudices, fo 
pei in his views, fo uafair ia bis obj Gions, cannot, per- 
aps, be converted, Yetthis we will oidly fay, that, af the 
thing were pollible, the bishop has taken the only way by 
which it could be effected. When a man is perfon ally offended 
or infulted, his prejudices are all itrengthened, he is rendered 
averfe to argumen’s, and mult have the forbesrans> of a faint 
if he will afford a cand d audience toan antagomit who calls him 
rogue and rafeal. But, grant the cafe of Paine himflf to be 
hopelefs, may there not be piahy perf ne, hoy with good or 
bad reabon, think we'll of Thomas Pais Is it chen no object 
that thofe perfins, who may be tie cooun to have been 
deceived by his polis wl fopnatry, (bhould be preferved, at leait 
on the fide of religion ?+-and may sot right opintons intros 
duced on the one fudject, lead them back by the bett, perhaps 
the only poflible path to right conclufions on ihe other s— 
Will not all who think With Paine ou any fubject, read mare 
candidly ayd favourably a traét in which he ts treated vene- 
roufly, than one in wich he thould.bedlackenect and de raded? 
To us thefe queftions feem to admit only of one anfwer 5 and 
that anfwer decitedly in favour of the Apology.” ‘Railing 
certainly »s nol argument, or is anger ever ; found to improve 
the powers < of arguing ne. We ac finfre , the fore P (Rous i Ror 
haps we could not imitate, the tempgratenc|s of the 3 the py ih 
treating a fubjeQt on w! hich, at the fame time, more than one 

affaye | in his book evinces hitn to h ave juft and proper feelings. 

Vhere a book, fo remarkably calculated to bé ufetul as this 

now before us, was cncounters od by any popular or plaufibleob- 
jeQtions, we felt it our duty to began by “clearing thofe away. 
We fhall now proceed to examine the publication itfe'f. 

Bifhop Wation’s Apology is written in an eafy and popular 
ftyle.© “Yhe ‘author has purpofely, and we think wifcl ly, ab- 
flained from pouring ifto it much of that Jearving which the 
ftores of his mind would teadily have fupplied, He has con- 
tented himfelf with anfwering every argumeat Or cavil in the 
plaine(t and cleareft manter, not beitowiny a fuperfluous word, 
or Citing a fuperfluous autherny for any point whdtevers For 
what clafs of. readers the book is principally intended, may be 
learned from the words of the author himfelly mn a patlage 
which, inevery point of view, does honour to the witter. 


«© There is a clafs of men, for whom | have the greatek refpett, 
and whom I am anxious to preterve trom the contamination of your 
irreligion—the merchants, manulacturers, and tradefnen of the king- 
dom, I coniider thie safluence of the cxample of this clals as effential 
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to the welfare of the community, Iknow that they are in general 

iven to reading, ana defirous of information on all fubje&ts. If this 
little book fhould chance to fall into their hands after they have read 
your’s, and they fhould think that any of your objedtions to the autho- 
rity of the Bible have not been fully anfwered, I intreat them to at- 
tribute the omiffion to the brevity which I have ftudied ; to my defire 
of avoiding learned difquifitions ; to my inadvertency ; to my inabi- 
lity ; to any thing, rather than to an impoflibility of completély ob- 
viating every difficulty you have brought forward. I addrefs the 
fame requeft to fuch of the youth of both fexes, as may unhappily 
have imbibed, from your writings, the poifon of infidelity ; beleech- 
ing them to believe, that all their religious doubts may be removed, 
though it may not have been in my power to anfwer, to their fatif- 
faction, all your objefions. I pray God that the rifing generation 
of this land may be preferved from that * evil heart of unbelief,” 
which has brought ruin on a neighbouring nation; that neither a 
neglected education, nor domeltic irreligion, nor evil communication, 
nor the faihion of a licentious world, may ever induce them to for- 
get, that religion alone ought to be their rule of life.” P. 382. 


The book confifts of ten letters, or chapters, in the courfe 
of which every material point advanced by Paine, in his mott 
daring book, receives a complete refutation ; and in which, 
though injurious language is very ftudioufly avoided, fufficient 
proofs are brought of grofs prejudice, and of ignorance and 
careleffnefs, which, where a man prefumes to undertake the tafk 
of unfetding the faith of millions, are furely nothing fhort of 
abfolute difhonefty. It is a moral duty of intuitive certainty 
to be well informed, befote you hazard fuch affertions as muft 
teem with confequences of extreme importance to the human 
race in general, Of this duty, however, Paine appears altoge- 
ther infenfible. 

Having given our general fentiments of this work, we fhall 
now produce a few fuch {pecimens as muft induce our readers 
to allow that we have not praifed it without reafon. Nothing 
is more fedu@tive in the practice of modern philofophers than 
their pretence, (for, alas, it is proved abundantly to be only a 
pretence !) to exquifite feelings of humanity. On this ground 
Paine makes a popular objection to fome part of the Mofaic 
Law, and his objetion is moft ably refuted by the Bifhop. 


« You think—** that law in Deuteronomy inhuman and brutal, 
which authorizes parents, the father and the mother, to bring their 
own children to have them ftoned to death for what it is pleafed to 
call ftubbornnefs.”—You are aware, I fuppofe, that paternal power, 
amongtt the Romans, the Gauls, the Perfians, and other nations, was 
of the moft arbitrary kind ; that it extended to the taking away the 
life of the child. 1 do not know whether the Ifraelites in the time of 
Mofes exercifed this paternal power ; it was not a cuftom adopted by 
a 
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all nations, but it.was by many; and in the infancy of fociety, be- 
fore individual families had coalefced into communities, it was pro- 
bably very general. Now Mofes, by this law, which you efteém 
brutal and inhu.nan, hindered fuch an extravagant power from being 
either introduced or exercifed amongft the Ifraclites, ‘This law is fo 
far from countenancing the arbitrary power of a father over the life 
of his child, that it ts from him the power of accufing the child 
before a magiftrate—the father and the mother of the child mutt agree 
in bringing the child to judgment—and it is not by their united will 
that the child was to be condemned to death; the elders of the city 
were to judge whether the accufation was true; and the accufation 
was to be not merely, as you infinuate, that the child was ftubborn, 
but that he was ‘ ftubborn and rebellious, a glutton and a drunkard,” 
Confidered in this light, you mutt allow the law to have been an hu- 


mane reftri¢tion of a power improper to be lodged with any pa- 
cent.” P. Go. 


Asa general view of the chara&ter of Paine’s own work, 
and the manner in which he is treated by his learned antagoniit, 
the following paflage is worthy of notice. 


*¢ T am unwilling to attribute bad defigns, deliberate wickednels, 
to you, orto any man; I cannot avoid believing, that you think you 
have trath on your fide, and that you are doing fervice to mankind 
in endeavouring to root out what you efteem fuperfticion, What I 
blame you for is this—-that you have attempted to leflen the authority 
of the Bible by ridicule, more than by reafon; that you have brought 
forward every petty objection which your ingenuity could difcover, 
or your induftry pick up, from the writings of others; and without 
taking any notice of the anfwers which have been repeatedly given to 
thefe objections, you urge and enforce them as if they were new. 
There is certainly fome novelty, at leaft in your manner, for you go 
beyond al! others in boldnefs of affertion, and in profanenefs of argu- 
mentation; Bolingbroke and Voltaire mutt yield the palm of feurrility 
to Thomas Paine. 

«¢ Permit me to ftate to you, what would, in my opinion, have 
been a better mode of proceeding ; better fuited to the character of 
an honeft man, fincere in his endeavours to fearch outtruth, Such a 
man, in reading the Bible, would, in the firit place, examine whether 
the Bible attributed to the Supreme Being any attributes repugnant to 
holinefs, truth, juftice, goodnefs; whether it reprefented him as fub- 
ject to human infirmities ; whether it excluded him from the govern. 
ment of the world, or affigned the origin of it to chance, and an eter- 
nal confli¢t of atoms. Finding nothing of this kind in the Bible (for 
the deftruction of the Canaanites by his exprefs command, ] have fhewn 
not to be repugnant to his moral juftice) he would, in the fecond place, 
confider that the Bible being, as to many of its parts, a very old book, 
and written by various authors, and at different and diftant periods, 
there might, probably, occur fome difficulties and apparent contra- 
dictions in the hiftorical part of it; he would endeavour to remove 
thefe difficulties, to reconcile thefe apparent con:radictions, by the 
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rules of fuch fourd critici{m as he would ufe in examiming the con. 
tents of any other book ; and if he fonnd that moft of them were of 
a trifling nature, arifing from fhort additions inferted into the text as 
explanatory and fup plement al, or from miftakes and omiffions of tran- 
fcribers, he would infer that ‘all the reft were capable’ of being ac- 
counted for, though he was not able to do it ; and he would be the 
more willing to ry) vake this conceffion, from obferving, thar there ran 
th rough the whole book an harmony ‘ad conn: ction, utterly incon. 
fittent with every idea of torgery and deeeit.. He would then, in the 
third place, obferve, that the miraculous and hiforical parts of this 
book were fo intermixed, that they could not be feparated ; that 
they mift either both be true, or both falfe ;° and from finding that 
the hiflsrical part was as well or better aur Hen tehe ted than that of any 
other {:iftory, be would admit the miraculous part ; - and to confirm 
himfelf in this belief, he w ould advert to the pro ohecies 5 well know. 
ing that the prediction of things to come, was as certain-a proof of 
the divine interpofition, as the performance of a. miracle could. be. 
Tf he thould find, as he certainly would, that many ancient prophe- 
cies had been fulfilled tn all their circumiftances, and that fome were 
fulfilling at this very day, he would not foffer a few feeming or real 
difficulti: is to overbalance the weight of this.accumulated evic lence for 
the truth of the Bible. Such, I prefume to think, would be a proper 
conduét in all thofe who are de firous of forming a rationa] and ampar- 
tial judgment on the fubject of revealed religion.” P. 162. 


This alfo is of 3 importance. 


** Thofe,”” you fay, “ Fah are not much acquainted with, ecclefi- 
aftical hiflory, may fuppofe that the book called the New Teitamene 
has exjited ever fince the time of Jefus Chriit; but the ba is hiftori- 
cally otherwife; there was no fuch book as the New Teftament ull 
more than three hundred years after the time that Chriit is faid to 
have lived.”—This paragraph is calculated to miflead commen rea- 
ders; it is neceflary to unfold its meaning.’ ‘The book, called the 
New Teftament, confifts-of twenty-feven different parts; concerning 
feven of thefe, viz. the |: piitle to the Hebrews, that of james, the 
fecond of Peter, the fecond of John, the third of John, that of Jude, 

and the Revelation, there were at firit {ome doubts ; and the qucttion, 
wf ether they fhould be received into the canon, might be decided, 
as al] que ons concerning § opinion s mult be, by vote. With refpect 
to the other twenty parts, ~ thofe who art mott acquainted with eccle- 
fiaftical hiftory will tell you, as Du Pin does after Eulebius, that 
they were owned as cancnical, at all times, and by all chritlians. 
Whether the council of Laodicea was held be 40Ke or afier that of 
Nice, is not a fertled point; all the books of the New Teftament, 

xcept the Revel ition, are Cnumeratec J as canonic al in the con ftitutions 

of that council; but itis a gre: it 7 ke to fuppofe, that the greateft 
part of the books of t New ‘Uefament were not in general ufe 
amoneft chrifians, long fore . ie councit of Laodicea was held. 
This is not merely my opinion on the fubje@t; it is the opinion of one 
much bers ef acquainted with dope! a ory than I am, and, 
probably, than you are—Mibeina. The ions,”’ fays this author, 
«sé or 
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#* or rather the conjectures, of the learned concerning the time when 
the books of the New 'Teitament were collected into one volume, as 
alfo about the authors of that collection, are cxtremely. different. 
‘This important queition is attended with great and almolt iniy- 
perable difliculties to. us in thefe latter times. It is however fuffi- 
cient for us to know, that, -betore the middle of the second century, 
the greatelt part of the hooks of the New Tellameat were read 
an every Chriitian.fociety throughout the. world, and received as 
a divine rule of faith and manners... Hence it appears, that thefe 
facred writings were carefully feparated from feveral human com- 
pourions upon the dame fubject, eicher by. fome of the apoitles them- 
delves, who lived fo long, or by their difciples and fucceffors, who were 
{pread abroad through ail nations. We are well ailured, that the four 
£4 pels were celletied curing the life. of St. John, and that the three 
firit received ‘he approbauien of this divine apoide. And why may 
we not fuppote, that the other books of the New. Teftament were ga- 
thered together at the fame game? What renders this highly probavle 
is, that tic mod urgent uecellity required its being done, Kor, not 
Jong after Chritt’s ate-enion into heaven, feveral hiftories of his life 
and doctrines, full of pious frauds, and fabulous wonders, were com- 
poled by perfons, whoie intentions, perhaps, were hoc bad, bur whofe 
writings difcovered the greatest fuperitition und-igaorance, Nor! was 
this all: productions appcared, which were impofed on te world by 
fraudulent men as the -wriiings of the holy apotiles, ‘Thefe apocry- 
phal and fpurious writings mult have produced a tad confufion,’ and 
rendered both the bittory and the doctrine of *Chrin uncertain, had net 
the rulers of the church uled ail poilible care and diligence in feparat- 
ing the bouks that were truly apotolical and divine, trom alll that ipu- 
rious tralh, and conveying them dewn ‘to pollerity in one volume.” 
P. 300. 


Paine has had'the weaknefs to obje& to the belief that Mofes 
wrote the books which bear his name, becaufe Mofes is there 
fpoken of in the third perfon. “This the Bifhop very happily 
introduces Michaelis to anfwer for him, in [peaking of Fauitus, 
who bad made the fame objection. 


«© You have introduced an account of Fauftus, as denying the ge- 
nuinenefs of the books:of the New.'Teflament. Wall you petmic that 
reat fcholar in facred literature, Michaelis, to tell you fomething 
about this Fauftus ?#-He was ignorant, a$ were: molt of thé African 
writers, of the Greek language, and acquaimed with the New Telta- 
ment merely through the channel of the Latin tranflation : he was not 
only devoid of a duflicient fund of learning, but allirerate:in the high- 
eli degree. An argument, which he brings againft the genuinenefs 
of the gofpel, affords fufficient ground for this ailertion 5 for he con- 
tends, that the gofpel of St. Matthew could not have been writtea by 
St. Matthew himfelf, becaufe he is always mentioned in the thard per- 
foa.” You know eho has argued hike Fauitus, but 1 did nog shink 
my feif authorized, on that account, to call you illiterate in the higieit 
degree ; but Michaelis makes a fil ose fevere conclufon ——s 
‘aullus 5 
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Fauftus; and he extends his obfervation to every man who argued 
hike him—** A man capable of fuch an argument muft have been ig- 
norant not only of the Greek writers, the knowledge of which could 
not have been expeéted from Fauftus, but even of the Commentaries of 
Cafar. And were it thought improbable that fo heavy a charge could 
be laid wit) juftice on the fide of his knowledge, it would fall with 
double weight on the fide of his honetty, and induce us to fuppofe, 
that, preferring the arts of fophiftry to the plainnefs of truth, he 
maintained opinions which he believed to be falfe.” (Marth’s Tranfl.) 
Never more, I think, fhall we hear of Mofes not being the author of 
the Pentateuch, on account of its being written in the third perfon.” 
P. 308. 


In another place that ftrange man has afferted, that “ it is 
the fcheme of the Chriftian church to hold man in ignorance 
of the Creator, as it is of government to hold him in igno- 
rance of his rights.” ‘I’o both thefe points the Bifhop replies 
fo itrongly, that we cannet refift our defire of tranfcribing the 
whole paflage. 


«« I appeal to the plain fenfe of any honeft man to judge whether 
this reprefentation be true in either particular. When he attends 
the fervice of the church, does he difcover any defign in the minifter 
to keep him in ignorance of his creator? Are not the public prayers 
in which he joins, the leffons which are read to him, the fermons which 
are preached to him, all calculated to imprefs upon his mind a ftrong 
conviction of the mercy, juftice, holinefs, power, and wifdom of the 
one adorable God, blefied for ever ? By thefe means, which the chrif- 
tian church hath provided for our inftrution, I will venture to fay, 
that the moft unlearned congregation of chriftians in Great Britain 
have more juft and fublime conceptions of the creator, a more perfect 
knowledge of their duty towards him, and a ftronger inducement to 
the pracice of virtue, holine{s, and temperance, than all the philofo- 
phers of all the heathen countries in the world ever had, or now have. 
If, indeed, your fcheme fhould take place, and men fhould no longer 
believe their Bible, then would they foon become as ignorant of the 
creator, as al] the world was when God called Abraham from his kin- 
dred ; and as all the world, which has had no communication with 
either Jews or Chriftians, now is. ‘Then would they foon bow down 
to flocks and ftones, kifs their hand (as they did in the time of Job, 
and as the poor African does now) to the moon walking in brightne/s, 
and deny the God that is above ; then would they worfhip Jupiter, Bac- 
chus, and Venus, and emulate, in the tranfcendant flagitioufnefs of 
their lives, the impure morals of their gods. 

«¢ What defign has government to keep men in ignorance of their 
rights? None whatever. All wife flatefmen are perfuaded, that the 
more men know of their' rights, the better fubjeéts they will become. 
Subjects, not from neceffity but choice, are the firmeft friends of every 
government. The people of Great Britain are well acquainted with 
their natural and focial rights ; they underftand them better than the 
people of any other country do ; they know that they have a right 7 
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be free, not only from the capricious tyranny of any one man’s will, 
but from the more affli€ting defpotifm of republican faCtions; and it 
is this very knowledge which attaches them to the conftitution of their 
country. I have no fear that the people fhould know too much of 
their rights; my fear is, that they fhould not know them in all their 
relations, and to their full extent. The government does not defire 
that men fhould remain in ignorance of their rights ; but it both de. 
fires, and requires, that they fhould not difturb the public peace, un- 
der vain pretences; that they fhould make themfelves acquainted, not 
merely with the rights, but with the duties alfo of men in civil fociety, 
Iam far from chieaie (as fome have done) the rights of man; I 
have long ago underftood, that the poor as well as the rich, and that 
the rich as well as the poor, have, by nature, fome rights, which no 
human government can juitly take from them, without their tacit or 
exprefs confent ; and fome alfo, which they themfelves have no power 
to furrender to any government. One of the principal rights of man, 
ina ftate either of nature or of fociety, is a right of property in the 
fruits of his induftry, ingenuity, or good fortune.—Does government 
hold any man in ignorance of this right? So much the contrary, that 
the chief care of government is to declare, afcertain, modify, and de- 
fend this right ; nay, it gives right, where nature gives none ; it pro- 
tects the goods of an inteftate ; and it allows a man, at his death, to 
difpofe of that property, which the law of nature would caufe to re- 
vert into the common ftock, Sincerely as I am attached to the liber- 
ties of mankind, I cannot but profefs myfelf an utter enemy to that 
{fpurious philofophy, that democratic infanity, which would equalize 
all property, and level all diftinétions in civil fociety. Perfonal diltinc- 
tions, arifing from fuperior probity, learning, eloquence, fkill, cou- 
rage, and from every other excellency of talents, are the very blood 
and nerves of the body politic; they animate the whole, and invigo. 
rate every part; without them, its bones would become reeds, ps 
marrow water; it would prefently fink into a fetid fenfelefs mafs of 
corruption.—Power may be ufed for private ends, and in oppofition to 
the public good ; rank may be improperly conferred, and infolently 
fuitained; riches may be wickedly acquired, and vicioufly applied : 
but as this is neither neceflarily, nor generally the cafe, I cannot agree 
with thofe who, in aflerting the natural equality of men, {purn the infti- 
tuied diftinétions attending power, rank, and riches, —But I mean not 
to enter into any difcuffion on this {ubject, farther than to fay, that your 
crimination of government appears to me to,be wholly unfounded ; 
and to exprefs my hope, that no one individual will be fo far mifled 
by difquidcions on the rights of man, as to think that he has any righe 


to do wrong, or to forget that other men have rights as well as he,” 


P. 352. 


With this paffage we fhall conclude our remarks, recom- 
mending the book moft cordially to all who are capable of rea- 
foning, both young and old ; and particularly to all who may 
have been unfortunate enough to be biafled by the bold effron- 
tery of Paine’s felf-fufficient arguments and affertions. 
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Arr. AIV., 22 Moir s of the Lit, and tT ritings of the Abate 
Metaftafio. ln which are incorporated 7 ranjlutes ms of bis 
principal Letters. »dsy' Charles Burney, MufeoD. FoR 8, 
3 Vol. Syo. reas. Rodinfons, | 1796." 


HE obvious remark that the lives of lite rary men cannot 
be expected to afford variety of incident, or much that is 
interefting, except from its cotinetion with thlir Cleoant pur- 


fuits and works, was fever More compiett ly exemplified than 
, 46 t 3) 
in the Life ot Mc { while from the middle « I R 20, bis own 


ave being only about two. years more than that of the century, 
o the 12th of April, 1782. when he died, :he refided in one 
a ees and im one jhonts, that of M. Martinerz ss wih 
the exception only of a wiGt.in the autumn, Which for fever: il 
years appea irs to hh. ive been aan il, to the Ciuntets of Althah 
in Moravia, where h¢ foveht health from the bractog aly of 
the mountains. He fol this valuable fricnd he 
March, 1755> a d fpeaks Ol that occa fion of | 


vv 
; ’ Ka ‘ ety +) } : . ry hy r 
and kinduels tO him, with much CNCESV, 10,2 Leiter.to Fari- 


rT: "Ti — ] »theunif _ ot c 4 thay ] - ‘ 
Nelite O Marne LHC UNL TLL) Op Wictalfati s sie more are 
: stististare 1 ts naaneail 4 . 
ticularly lingular, he was Seared 9: and Habripinatly attached te 
. ’ . hve @o8 UP ry id aed . ae . ] mn i 
ail exact rOmtuiarhy, aid paitnea One Uy occéiily as he nailed 


another, allotting partwularihoewrs for particulars CCUPANONS, 
"Lhis isnot what wauiled be ceneralily exnedcted Of; % DOCT 5 ye ef, 
to prove that the varietics of ature are bh NITE »M iaf- 
tafio was un loubtedly a Po tor the fr { clays + Ma es } ived 
regularity. . His biogra 


wie daw be4 ores a 1 4° - org 
el ier thus del, Poca Ris m de Oo! if 


The monotonous mannerin which he fpent his life daring his 


Jong refidence at Vienna, has beea ricienled, aid’ thought infipid, 
by perturbed fpirits; butto the: lmirers of his writings and virtues, 
it will not be indifferent to know how he patted his time, which was 
in.a way fo regular and conftant, that there were few perfors at Vienna 
unacgi uainted with it. 
*« He Rudied daily from eight o'clock in the morning till noon. 
} 


Then vifited his friends, and thote families and i individuals | from whom 
oe th . 
i 


he had received civilities. Dined at two; and at five received his 
molt familiar and intimate fricnds. Ac nire, in fummer, he went 
out in his carriage, vilited, and fometimes played at‘'Omébre, a caine 
which he liked beiter than tho-e of mere chance, as it atorded him 
fome exercife of mind ia calculation. Mien acculiemed to think, 
make their amuferfents contribute to mental improvement. 

t¢ Ble returned home at ten o'clock; fupped, aud went to bed be- 


«’ From a natural love of order and weeny ty (fays the Abate 
‘aruffi; even to {crupulofiry, he ufed invariably to perform the 
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fame offices each day at almoft the fame inftant; and“in Insown des 
fence, he would tell thofe who contemned fuch exa@titude ascon- 
tracted and trivolous, ‘that he had always found the reg ular diltribu- 


tion of time, not only contributed to bodily health, piss to fetenity of 
mind.” 


* Among his moft’ agreeable evening occupations, the literary 
converiations with his two ancient and confidenwal fi iends, Count Ca- 
nale, and Baron Hagen, feem to have held the firft place ; thefe grave 
and learned perfonages, éem*nent for erudition afi probity Were ats 
tached to him by all the ties of good tafte and fimilar affections. Greek, 
Lytin, Italian, and French writets of the firtt clafs. continued during 
many years to exereife the critical acumen of this illultrious: triumvie 
rate.” P. 1358 

Thus @raitened for materials, Dr. Burney has followed the 
practice of forme celebrated bicer Aphers, as Dr. Jorrin in his 
Life of Erafmus, the Abbé de Sade in his Memoirs of Petrarch, 
and Mafon m his Life of Gray, and has formed the chief 
tifiie of his book from the letrers of his author. ° In deter- 
mining upon this method, he feems to have been yer farther 
encouraged by the opinion of the learned and excellent poet 
Saver'o Mattei,'a fritid and correfponden’ of Metattalio, who, 
in kis memorrs of that author, fays exprefsly. 


¢ Whoever wo uld | have an exa& account of his cuffoms, ee 
way of thinking of himfelf and.otkers; of the fulfilling his duties, 
the viciffirndes of his fortune, his ; app ie: ation, and the degree of fuc- 
cefs with which his works were at firft rece ived, with their influence 


on the public tafe of Italy, and on every lyric Rage in Europe, caa 
only find them in his letters,’ 


As 4 re ading the letters of eminent men, one part of 
our pleafure generally arifes from, the idea that we are prying 
into the fecrets of his mind, and fecing what was not intended 
to be feen, except by fome particul ar fiend on fome particular 
oceafion, the} let ers of Metaftafio have every claim to produce 
their full effect upon the re ade r; fince his extreme and unaf- 
fected modefty removes all ki ind of fufpicion of his writing 
with a fecret view to the public, or any defire that hts letters 
fhould form a pare of his wo:ks. The fincere manner in 
which he chides his friend Mattei, for the pemicatios of feve- 
ral of his letters affords a curious as Well as an adequate proof 


ile ee 
th at his i ferve WalS PHO Aaltitniecad,. 


«© Bat amidft fo many motives of fatisfaction, I cannot conceal, my 
chagrin, in pere eiving what a number of my letters you have pube 
lifhed, in fpiie of my continual prayers and remonftrances to the con- 
trary. If, Sir, you had believed them fincere, loving me as you 
always feemed to do, you would not have manifefted your affection 
by continuing fo conftantly to alli me; fo that I am convinced you 

muft regard my antipathy in the fame light as Virgil did the fhynefs 
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of Galatea: Que fugit ad falices, et fe cupit ante videri. But if fach 
4s your Opinion, you are miftaken, Sir, and wrong mie very much, 
My timi ity, 1 know as well as you, may be carried to excefs, but 
not to hypocrify ; and, at prefent, you ought to have a better opinion 
of mv heart. Pardon, or rather receive kindly, this tranfport of 
{crupulous friendfhip, in which all diffimulation is culpable ; but ftill 
continue to love your, &c.” 


The colleé&tion of Metaftafio’s Letters affords, therefore, 
the chief entertainment prefented to the public in thefe vo 
lumes, which Dr. Burney mentions alfo once or twice as in- 
tended to form a kind of fupplement to his mufical ennals. 
«« Indeed,” he fays, if thefe letters had come to my hands 
previous to the publication of my general hiftory, feveral points 
relative to the progrefs of the mulical drama would have been 
jliuftrated from them.” Pref. The prior works exifting on the 
fubje& of Metaftafio’s life and writings are thefe, as enume- 
rated by Dr. Burney. 1. ‘* A compendium of the life of the 
celebrated imperial laureat, Pietro Metaftafio,” written in 
German, for the ufe of his future biographers, by Jofeph Rezer, 
publifhed at Vienna in 1782 ; an o€tavo pamphlet of fifty-three 
pages. 2. “ Elogiodi Pietro Metaftafio,” by Andrea Rubbi, 
which appeared at Venice in 1782, only two months after the 
poet’s death, in the firft vol. of the Elogi Italiani; chiefly a 
rhapfody of panegyric. 3. ‘ Elogio dell’ Abate Pietro Me- 
taftafio,” by the Abate Taruffi: read in the Arcadian Academy 
at Rome, in Auguft 1782. 4. “ Storia di Pietro Trapafli 
Abate Metaftafio,” by Marc Antonio Aluigi, publifhed at 
Afifi in 1783. 5. ‘* Elogio di Pietro Metattafio,” 1784, in 
the Elogi of Fabroni. 6. ‘* Vita, o fia ftoria di Abate Pietro 
Metattafio, Poeta Cefareo,” 1784, by Zatta at Venice. 

. “ Memoire per fervire alla vita di Metaftafio,” by Saverio 
cesei, Naples, 1785. 8. ‘* Raggionamento,” or, A Dif- 
courfe in Praife of Metaftafio, at the Academy degli Fervidi in 
Bologna, 1786, by Baptitt Moretchi. g. “ Vita dell’? Abate 
Pietro Metattafio {critta dell’ Avocato Carlo Criftini,” prefixed 
to the complete Edition of Metaftafio’s Works, in twenty vo- 
lumes, t2mo, publifhed at Nice in 1785 and6, and occupying 
two hundred and fourteen pages of the firft volume. Each of 
thefe performances is properly characterized by Dr. B., to 
whofe preface we muft refer our readers for further particulars. 

Of the events of Metaftafio’s life, after what has been pre- 
mifed, it may be fufficient for us to fay, that he was born at 
Rome January 6, 1698. His family name was Trapaffi, for 
which he afterwards fubftituted, at the defire of his patron Gra- 
vina, Metafiafic, an Italian derivative from the Greek tranflation 
of Trapafli, Mevasacis. His parents were in no great fituation, 


2 keeping 





ao aoe an Gee - we a 


= fF, ee wee 44 ast x 26 So fe ee fe 


etn 








Burney’s Memoirs of Metaftafie. 659 


keeping a fhop at Rome, but Pietro having difcovered, at ten 
years old, a wonderful talent for {peaking extempore verfes, 
was noticed by the celebrated civilian Gravina, and, ere long, 
adopted by him. Gravina taught him Greek, Latin, and the 
{ciences, and though he patronized him originally for his power 
of making verfes, was very defirous to make him a lawyer. 
Metaftafio, always grateful and well difpofed, was defirous alfo, 
on his part, to gratify the wifhes of his excellent patron. He 
applied himfelf earneftly to the civil law, but in fpite of his 
efforts, nature occafionally broke forth in poetical excurfions. 
At the age of fourteen, he wrote a tragedy called Giullino, 
which being executed {tri@ly upon the Greek model, was ap- 
proved by Gravina ; and induced him not only to tolerate, but 
encourage his pupil’s attachment to the Mufes. The law was 
neverthelefs his leading purfuit till, at the age of twenty, he 
loft his learned preceptor and patron, who completed his kind- 
nefs by making him his heir. Being now his own matter, and 
in poffeffion of a fortune, Metaftatio could no longer refift his 
predilection for poetry. He had taken orders, by the advice of 
Gravina, not from any partiality for that line, but as the moft 
likely path through which to arrive at honour and emolument, 
even in his profetfion of the law. Hence it was that he arrived 
at the title of Abate. His ceconomy did not prove more found 
than his refolution to purfue a laborious profeffion, and before 
he obtained the appointment of Imperial Poet, which was, as 
we have faid, in 1730, he had run through the chief part of 
his fortune, not by vice or extravagance, but by too liberal hof- 
pitality and generofity. The remainder of his life was paffed, 
as was mentioned above, in the fervice of the Imperial Court, 
and dive;fified with few events, except the produdtion of his 
feveral dramas, and other works. 

Among the detached poems of Metaftafio, no one has been 
more celebrated than his ** La Liberta,” or farewell to Nice, 
beginning ‘* Grazie ag! inganni tuoi,” which has been tranf- 
Jated into all European languages, and by various authors into 
our own. Dr. Burney prefents us with this in his firft volume, 
and, as a mufical curiofity, with the very air to which tt was 
originally fet, compofed by Metaftafio himfelf. It is fet with 
much elegant fimplicity ; but what feems rather extraordinary, 
as a duo; which, confidering it as the farewell of one man to 
his miftrefs, we fhould not have thought proper, had it not 

een the work of the poet himfelf. The original is here ac- 
companied by a new tranflation, fo formed as to be adapted to 
the fame mufic. 

Asa performance rather lefs known than the Liberta, we 
fhall give La Partenza, or the Separation, written by Metalta- 
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fio, at the defire of a young 
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man who was 








compelled to leave 


his mritrefs, and characterized by the fame beautics as the 


former poctn. 


Ecco quel fiero iftante, 
Nice, mia Nice, Addio 
Come vivro, ben mio, 

Cosi lontan da te? 

Jo vivrd fempre in pene 

Io non avrd pit bene, 

E tu, chi fa fe mai 

‘Ti fovverrai di me! 


Soffri che in traccia almeno 
Del mio perduta pace 
Venga il pentier teguace 
Su Porme del tuo pié. 

Sempre nel tuo c am ino, 
Sempre m’av rai vicino; 
E tu, chi fa fe mai 


"li fovverrai di me! 


Io fra remote {ponde 
Mefto volgendo i paffi, 
Andrd chiedendo a i fafh, 
La ninfa mia dov’ é! 
Dall’ una all’ altra gurora, 


T'e andro chiamando ognora’ 


E tu, chi fa fe mai 
"i fovverrai di me! 


To rivedrd fovente 
Le amene piegge, o Nice, 
Dove vivea felice 
Quando vivea con te, 
A me faran tormento 
Cento memorie e cento: 
E tu, chi fa fe mai 
Ti fovverrai di me! 


Ecco (dird) quel fonte, 
Dove avy vee di fdegno, 
pala hed in fegno 
La bella man mi die, 

Qui fi vivea di ipeme ; 

La fi languiva infieme; 

E tu, chi fa fe mai 


a4 


Ti fovverrai di me]! 





Nifa, the dreadful time 

Is conte to bid adieu ; 
Nor to a diftant clime, 

Muft I rhy. fteps purfae, 
No hopé will fate allow 

‘To foothe the harth decree, 
Yet who can tell if thou 

Wilt ever think of mel 


Il, 

Let me in volant thought 
Ideal biifs renew, 
By reminifcence taught 
I’lL-ftill thy Reps purfue. 

Full in my fi; ght, as now, 
Thy image e’er will be : 
Yet, who can tell if thou 
Wilt ever think of me! 


” 

In folitary ways, 

Me hile forrowing I go, 

Mo rocks Pil ng thy praife, 

To echo tell my woe, 

he woods fhall hear my vow, 
And Zephyr bring it thee ; 
Yet, who can tell if thou 
Wilt ever think of me! 


, Ae! 

To fcenes my reflefs mind 
Will ever have the clue, 

When time and fate were kind, 
And Nifa was in view. 

And thefe regretting, how 
From pain can I be free :— 
Yet, who can tell if thou 
Wilt ever think of me! 

V. 

Sometimes the fountain viewing, 
Where Nifa once look’d grave; 
Then kindnefs fweet renewing, 
Her bewuteous hand fhe gave. 

Here |! lope fat on thy brow, 

‘There fear no hope could fee: 

Yer, who can tell if thou 

Wilt ever think of me! 
Quamtivedrai 
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VI. 

Quanti vedrai giungendo What votaries foon will croud 
Al nuovo tuo foggiorno, Thy fhrine both day and night, 
Quanti vefnirti intorno, Declare their fuit aloud, 

A offrirti amore e fé. When Iam out of fight? 

Oh dio! Chi fa fra tanti Oh heav’n! while thefe all bow 
Teneri omaggi, e pianti, And bend the fupple knee, 
Oh Dio! Chi fa fe mai Who, Nifa, knows if thou 
Ti fovverrai di me! Wilt e’er remember me ! 

VI. : 

Penfa qual dolce ftrale, Think of the fatal dart, 

Cara mi lafci in feno: I evermore fhall guard, 
Penfa che amd Fileno Deep rankling in my heart, 
Senza {perar mercé : Remote from all reward ! 

Penfa, mia vita, a quetto Think from my mifery now, 
Barbaro addio funefto ; How wretched I fhall be— 
Peafa—— Ah, chi fa fe mai But dare I hope that thou 
Ti fovverrai di me! Wilt ever think of me!* 


Vol. i. P+ 350 
A very interefting part of she hiftory of Metaftafio is his 
long and fteady friendfhip with Farinclli. They called each 
other Gemelli, or twins, from appearing before the public with 
fuccefs about the fame time, in 1723, and they continued their 
attachment to the death of Metattafio, only a few months be- 
fore that of Farinelli. The letters of the poet to this friend are 
therefore very numerous, and {trongly prove at once the warmth 
and goodnefs of his heart, and that regard of which the other 
was fo well worthy. ‘The obfervations of this eminent poet 
on muficians and authors are very valuable, but we did not ob- 
ferve any thing more interefting than his comparifon of Taffo 
and Ariofto. 


«© Your fecond requeft, that I would pronounce between the merits 
of Ariofto and Taffo, is too difficult a tafk for the limits of my facul- 
ties, You know, Sir, with what tumults the Parnaffus of Italy was 
agitated, when Godfrey firft attempted to difpute the primacy with 
Orlando, of which he had juftly been fo long in pofleflion. You 
know alfo how the prefs groaned with the ufelefs labours of your Pel- 
legrinis, Roffis, Salviatis, and a hundred other champions on both 
fides. You likewife know that the pacific Orazio Arinflo,, the de- 
fcendant of Lodovico, vainly endeavoured to reconcile the combatants, 
telling them that the poems of thefe two divine bards were of a {pecies 
fo different, that they admitted of no parallel; that Torguato had de- 
termined never to lay down fie trumpet, and had in a marvellous 
manner, adhered to his refolution; that Lodevico’s defign was to de- 
light his readers with a variety of ftyle, mixing in a pleafant manner 
with the heroic, the jocofe, and the feltive, and had wonderfully 
fucceeded. ‘That the firft had demonftrated the magic power of art, 





* We have feen other Englifh verfions of this poem, 
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the other the felicity of unreftrained nature; that both had juftly 
acquired the applaufe and admiration of the public; and that both 
had ‘arrived at the fummit of poetical glory, but by different roads, 
aud without intentional rivalry. You cannot in fhort, be ignorant 
of the more brilliant than folid diftin@tion: that Taffo is the beit poet, 
but Ariofto the greateft. Now, knowing all this, how can you ima- 
gine, that I fhould venture to arrogateto myfelf, fufficient authority 
to refolve this queftton, which, after fo many obftinate literary con- 
flicts, {till rematns undecided ? However, if it is not allowed me in 
fuch ftrifes to fit pro tribunali, 1 may, at leaft, be permitted to relate, 
hiftorically, the effe&ts, which 1 myfelf have experienced in reading 
thefe great poets. When T firit began the ftady of literature, I found 
the world divided into parties, That illuftrious Lycewm, into which 
I had the good fortune to be received, followed that of the Homer of 
Ferrara, and with that excefs of fervor, which ufually accompanies 

fuch contefts. In orderto fecond my poetical inclination, my matter 
‘recommended to me the perufal and imitation of Ariofto; judging his 
free and natural ftyle to be more likely to feed and fertilize genius, 
than the fervile regularity (as they called it) of his rival, I was per- 
fuaded by authority; and the infinite merit of the writer, occupied 
me afterwards to fuch a degree, that not fatiated with feveral 

perufals, I was induced to learn a great part of Orlando by heart; 

and woe to the bold man who dared aflert that Ariofto could 

have a rival, or that he was not wholly immaculate! I met with 

friends, however, who in order to feduce me, recited from time 

to time fome of the fineft paffages of the Ferufalm delivered, 

and I found myfelf extremely affeSted and delighted by them; but 

faithful to my fect, I detefted this complacence, and regarded it as 

one of thofe finful inclinations to which corrupt human: nature is 

prone, and which it is our duty to corre¢t: and in this opinion, I 

pafled all thofe years in which our judgment ts the mere imitation of 

others. At leneth, arrived at that period in which we begin to com- 

bine our own ideas, and weighing them in the fcales of juftice, yet 

more from fatiety and a defire of change, than hopes of pleafure and 

profit, I read ‘feru/falem delivered, It is now inpoflible for me to de- 

feribe the extraordinary revolution which this perafal occafioned in 

my mind, The {pectacle, which I faw as in a picture, prefenting at 

one view a great and fingle action, clearly propofed, conducted ina 

mafterly manner, and perfetly completed ; the variety of events which 

produced and enriched it, without confufion; the magic of a ftyle 

that is always clear, fublime, and fonorous ; always ennobling the 

moft common and humble objects ; the vigour of the colouring with 

which the author compares and defcribes; the feducing evidence 

with which he narrates, and perfuades; the truth and confiftence of 

the characters, the connexion of ideas, the learning, judgment, and, 

above all things, the wonderful force of genius, which inftead of be. 
ing exhaufted, as generally happens in labours of long continuance, is 

marvelloufly encreafed to the la{t verfe of the poem ; all thefe circum- 

{tances filled me with a new delight, a refpe€tful admiration, a lively 

remorfe for my obftinate injuftice, and an implacable anger againit 

thofe who imagined Ariofte to be injured, merely by comparing him 
5 with 
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with Taflo, Not but that I ftill fee in him fome flight marks of hu- 
man imperfeCtion, But who can be faid to be exempt from them? 
Can his great precoor ? If Taflo fometimes difpleafes by too much 
Jabour and ftudy, Ariofto as frequently offends by too little. If you 
would expunge from the one a few mean conceits, below the dignity 
of his own mind, you would as readily part with incidents in the 
other that are too profligate and indecent for the public eye; and if 
we fhould with for lefs rhetoric in Godfrey, the amorous tendernefs of 
Orlando, would give us much more pleaiure if it were more natural, 
Verum opere in longo fas oft obrepere fomnum: and it would be a malig- 
nant and pedantic vanity to point out with feverity the little {pots in 
two fuch bright luminaries, guas aut incuria fudity aut humana parum 
‘cavit natura. A\l this, you will fay, does not anfwer your queftion, 
You with to know exactly, and clearly, to which of the two you 
fhould affign the pre-eminence? I have already, my dear Sir, refpect- 
fully declared my utter repugnance to fuch a daring decifion ; and in 
mere obedience, have difclofed to you, with the utmott fincerity, in my 
own way, the emotions which each of thefe divine poets has occafioned 
in my mind. If all this does not fuffice, take the following refult of 
a late examination of myfelf upon the fubject. If our good father 
Apollo, in oftentation of his power, were ever capricioufly to refolve 
on making me a great poet, and commanded me TS to confefs, 
which of the two bards I moft wifhed to refemble, 1 fhould certainly 
hefitate in the choice; yet, perhaps my native love of order, exacti- 
tude, and fy{tem, would at length incline me to ‘Tatlo.” Vol.il. p. 309. 


Among moficians, Metaftafio is moft warny in the praifes of 
Jomelli, and very unfavourable to Gluck; but we mutt not al- 
low ourfelves to particularize any thing more, except his criti- 
cifm on the Night Thoughts of Young, as tranilated by Dr. 
Giufeppe Bottoni, which is too interefling to Engiith readers, 
to be omitted, and indeed too jult to be controverted, 


«* T have perufed with avidity, and infinite pleafure, which I never 
expected to reccive from excefs of melancholy, «he firlt fix Night 
Thoughts of the celebrated poct Young in your clegant verfion; and 
am extremely grateful to you for enabling me to have a knowledge of 
the Englith Mutes, in {pite of my involuntary ignarance of this ex. 
cellent language. Thanks to your affittance, | have underttood, and 
admired, thefe poems to fuch a degree, that they did not feem at all 
to have changed their drefs. I have not obferved in your tranflation, 
any of thofe uncertain and fervile ftrokes of the pencil, which uiually 
diftinguifh a copy from an original; and am perfuaded, that uf the 
fublime author had fung on the bank» of the Arno, he would have ex- 
srefled his thoughts in that flowing, clear, and noble manner; and with 
that conftant. and varied harmony, with which you have fo wonderially 
tranflated and enriched him. 1 can eafily comprehend what infinite 
pains fuch a dificult tafk mutt have coft you; but it feems well worthy 
of your labour. ‘The extraordinary merit of this excellent writer ap- 
pears, even in his defetts; for notwithitanding the want of order and 


conn¢xion, his frequent repetitions, determined. obitinacy in always | 
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fhewing the dark fide of every obje&, and unwillingnefs to conduct 
us to virtue by any other way, than that of defpair ; in fpite (I fay) 

of thefe oppreflive circumftances, he feizes on the reader, and tranf{- 
ports him juft whither he pleafes. 

«* He always thinks for himfelf, profoundly, and with grandeur, 
His colouring is vivid, vigorous, and {plendid ; fo that the abundance 
of his beauties, makes us overlook his imperfections ; as we are too 
much dazzled by the magic of Rubens’s colouring, to fee the defeéts 
of his defign.”” Vol. iit. p. 107. 


With this fpecimen we fhall take our leave of a work, 
which, though it might have been improved by a little more ab- 
flinence in the extracts from the letters of the author, brings 
forward too many objects important to all lovers of poetry and 
mufic, not to have {trongly arrefted our attention. The catalogue 
of Metattafio’s works, given by his prefent biographer, is very 
complete, and his remarks upon them highly judicious, The 
chronological arrangement of them at the end, is particularly 
fatisfactor: y, and the extraGs from the fupplemental volumes, 
fuch as will be acceptable to every liberal reader. 





Art. XV. Chriftian Knowledge, in @ fe ries of theslagical Exe 
traéis and Abridgments: affectionate! ly addreffed to philofophie 
Deifts, Socinians, Chr ifttans, and Fews. By a Lover of true 


Philofiphy. Vil. be’ Bv0. 400 pp. 6s. Cadell. 1795: 


S this work is, for the mo(t part, a compilation from 

authors of eftablithed credit, our bufinefs with it is, ra- 

ther to explain the defign, and 10. make our readers acquainted 

with is contents, than to criticize the books from which the 
nature of the colleclion is made. 

The preface is, on fome accounts, not a little ftriking. 
The editor acknowledges that he was once ‘ a fplenetic and 
unhappy f{ceptic.” He found in thefe traéts “a perfe& cure 
to his unhappy inftability of opinions;” and he truits that 
© fuch as perufe this publication with ferioufnefs and candour, 
fha'l, by God's bleffing, find in it no feeble défence againft the 
fh athe of int hdelity, and no inconfiderable confirmation of their 
faith.” This hope is well-founded, and we with it may. be 
abundantly gratified. The firlt extra, from * the intro- 
duction to Hore Sol:tarie,” is full of curious learning ; and 
fhows, that the doctrine of the Trinit 

«* Was clearly revealed to the firft patriarchs; that they declared 
it to their pofterity ; that fome of their pofterity depraved it; and 
that 
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that fucceeding generations difleminated the corruptions of that and 
other doctrines over the habitable world; from which corruptions 


fprung all the falfe religions that have ever exifted amongft mankind.” 
+» 100. 


The next extract, from Dr. Scott’s Chriftian Life, relates to 
«« the Divinity and Incarnation of our Saviour.” We have 
then feveral extraGts from Stackhoufe’s Hiftory of the Bible, 
concerning the fuffcrings of Chrift—the inftitution of facrifices 
—the prophecies concerning the Meffiah, and the accomplith- 
ment of them, with obfervations by Dr. Paley :—patfages 
from Dr. Scott, and from Young’s “ Centaur not fabulous,” 
again{t ** Security in Sin” :—from Dr. Scott, an admirable 
abridged extract, on ** Moral good the main of Religion” :— 
«« Of the Caufes and Folly of Atheifm”: and of * the Belief 
of a divine Providence”. Whoever reads thefe feleétions from 
Dr. Scott, will hardly forbear to apply himfelf 10 the whole 
original work. 

Though this volurne does not, pretend to originality, yet it 
does not wholly confilt of-the paflages which it recommends 
to our attention. Some few of its notes are original ; feveral 
others are compiled from different authors ; and of the eflays 
which it introduces at full length, the greater part taken from 
Dr. Scott are materially abridged. Pref. p. xxiii. 

‘The defign of this publication 1s fo pious and truly charita- 
ble, and the execution of the defign fo refpe@uble, that we are 
happy in giving the editor fuch encou-agement as our fayoura- 
ble opin on may afford, to continue the plan which he has fo 
well begun. 





Art. XVI. Effays on philcfophical Subjefts. By the late Adam 
Smith, L. L. D. Fellow of the Royal Societies of London and 
Edinburgh, Se. To which is prefixed an Account of the Li/e 
and Writings of the Author. By Dugald Stewart, FV R.S. & 
410. 244 pp. 15s. Cadell and Davies, 1795. 


HE curiofity of mankind isin no inftance more honourably 

difplayed, than in the readinefs with which it embraces 

the pofthumous fragments of celebrated writers. — It feems to 

argue, in the public, a conviction of that pre-eminence which 

genius ought to poffefs, that they annex to the lefs finithed effu- 

fions of its leifure, a portion of that fame which belongs to 
the moft elaborate productions of its indultry and art. 


Few 
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Few writers of modern date have enjoyed a larger fhare of 
the public favour, than the author of thefe potthumous eflays. 
The folidity of his political knowledge, the elegance of his con- 
ceptions, and the purity of his ttyle, have affigned him a rank 
not often attained by the writers op policy apd morals. The latt 
remains of fuch a writer muft naturally engage the public 

attention ; and, in bringing forward the prefent fketches, the 
editors mult be confider: * a rather as difcharging a debt to 
public expectation, than to the author’s fame, 

‘Lhe volume is introduced with fome interefting memoirs of 
Dr. Adam Smith, diawn up by the elegant and acute pen of 
Mr, Dugald Stewart, Ie appears from thefe memoirs, ‘that 
Dr. A. Smith was the fon of Adam Smith, Compuoller of 
Cuftoms at Kirkaldy, and was born in 1723. He received 
the elements of his education at the Grammar School of Kir- 
kaldy, whence he was removed to Glafgow, and afterwards 
to Baliol-Colle ‘ge, Oxford 3 at the latter of which places he 
selided {even years. His fir(t public engag ement was that of 
Lecturer on Rhetoric and Belles Lettres, under the patronage 
of Lord Kaimes. In t75reh e was clected Profeffor of Liste 
in the Univerfity of Glafgow, and in the following year was 
propoies to the chair of moral philifophy. His * Theory of 
moral Sentiments” was pubiifhed in i759. A letter of David 
Hume to the author, on the appearance of this publication, 
will doubtlefs gratify our readers. 

ee = ‘e you thanks for the agreeable prefent of your Theory. 

Wedderburn and | made prefents of our copies to fuch of our ac- 
qu aintances as we thought good judges, and proper to fpread the 
reputation of the book. I fent one to the Duke of Argyle, to Lord 
L yttle ton, Horace Walpole, Soame Jenyns, and Burke, am | rif 
cont lem 10 y avho wrote lat. ‘ly a wery pretty treatife on the fuss Mee 
} lil ilar deii mK al ~~ pe rmiflion fo fend one in your name to Dr ate 
burton. 1 have delayed writing to you ull | could tell you fomet f 
of the facets O " the book, -an \ could prognotticate with fome proba. 
bility, whether it fhould be finally damned to oblivion, or fhould be 
regiltered in the temple of immortality. Though it has been pub- 
Jifhed only a few weeks, I think there appear already fuch ttrong 
fyimptoms, that I can almott venture to foretel its fate. It is in fhore 
this-——___——- But J] have been interrupted ih my letter by a foolith 
i! mpe rtinent vifit of one who has lately come from Scotland. He tells 
me that the Unive riity of Glafgow intend to declare Rovwet’s oi fice 
vacant, upon his going abroad with Lord Hope, | quettion not hut 
you will have our [ricad Ferg! ufon in vour eye, in cafe another pro- 
yect for procuring him a pl lace ia the Univerfity of Edinburgh fhould 
tail, Fergufon h as very much polifhed and impraved’ hts treats ife on 
Retinement, and with fome ame ndments it will make an adinirable 
book, an ' dil icove rs an elegant and a fingular genius. The Epigo- 


niai, L hope, will do; but it is fomewhat up- -hill work. As I doubt 
not 
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wot but you confult the reviews fometimes at prefent, you will fee in 
the Critical Review a letter upon that poem; and I defire you to 
employ your conjeCtures in finding ‘nut the author, Let me fee a 
fample of your fkill in knowing hands by your gueffing at the perfon. 
1 am afraid of Lord Kames’s Law Tra&s, A man mightas well think 
of making a fine fauce by a mixture of wormwood and aloes, a3 an 
agreeable compofition by joining metaphyfics and Scotch law. Howe 
ever, the book, I believe, has merit; though few people will take 
the pains of diving into it. Bat, to return to your book, and irs 
fuccefs in this town, I muft tell you A plague of inter- 
rup:ions! I ordered myfelf to be denied; and yet here is one that 
has broke in upon me again. He isa man of letters, and we have 
had a good deal of literary converfation. You told me that you was 
curious of literary anecdotes, and therefore [ fhall inform you of a 
few that have come to my knowledge. I believe | have mentioned to 
you already Helvetius’s book de /’E/prit. It is worth your reading, 
not for its philofophy, which I do not highly value, but for its agrees 
able compofition. IJ had a letter from him a few days ago, wherein 
he tells me that my name was much oftenerin the manufcript, but 
that the Cenfor of books at Paris obliged him to {trike it out. Vol- 
taire has lately publifhed a fmall work called Candide, ou LV Optimifmes 
I thall give you a detail of it-———-——_ But what is all this to m 
book ? fay you.u—My dear Mr. Smith, have patience: Compofe 
yourfelf to tranquillity: Shew yourfelf a philofopher in praétice as 
well as profeffion : Think on the emptinefs, and rathnefs, and futility 
of the common judgments of men: How little they are regulated b 
reafon in any fabject, much more in philofophical fubje€is, which fo 
far exceed the comprehention of the vulgar. 





Non fi quid turbida Roma, 

Elevet, accedas: examenve improbum in iila 

Cafiges trutina: nec te quefiveris exira. 
A wife man’s kingdom is his own breaft; or, if he ever looks far- 
ther, it will only be to the judgment of a felect few, who are free 
from prejudices, and capable of ex mining his work. Nothing in- 
deed can be a ftronger prefumption of falfehood than the approbation 
of the multitude; and Phocion, you know, always fufpe¢ted himfelf 
of fome blunder, when he was attended with the applaufes of the po- 
pulace. 

«¢ Suppofing, therefore, that you have duly prepared yourfelf for 
the worit by all thefe reflections, I proceed to tell you the melane 
choly news, that your book has been very unfortunate; for the public 
feem difpofed to applaud it extremely. It was looked for by the 
foolifh people with fome impatience; and the mob of literati are 
beginning already to be very loud inits praifes. ‘Three bifhops called 
yelterday at Millar’s fhop in order to buy copies, and to afk queftions 
abovt the author. The Bifhop of Peterborough faid he had _ pafled 
the evening in acompany where he heard itexiolled above all the books 
in the world. ‘The Duke of Argyle is more decifive than he ufes to 
be in its favour. I fuppofe he either confiders it as an exotic, or 
thinks the author will be ferviceable to him in the Glafgow cle¢tions. 


Lord * 
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Lord Lyttleton fays, that Robertfon and Smith and Bower are the 
glories of Englith literature. Ofwald prorelts he does not know 
whether he has reaped more inftructien or entertainment from it, 
But you may eafily judge what reliance can be put on his judgment, 
who has been engaged all his life in public bukinels, and who never 
fees any faults in his friends. Millar exults and brags that two thirds 
of the edition are already fold, and that he is now fure of fuccefs, 
You fee what a fon of the earth that 1s, to value books only by the 
profit they bring him. In that view, I believe it may prove a good 
book. 

** Charles Townfend, who paffes for the clevereft fellow in 
England, is fo taken with the performance, that he faid to Ofwald 
he would put the Duke of Buccleugh under the author’s care, and 
would niake it worth his while to accept of that charge. As foon as 
{ heard this, I called on him twice, with a view of talking with him 
about the matter, and of convincing him of the propriety of fending 
that young Nobleman to Glafgow: for I could not hope, that he 
could offer you any terms which would tempt you to renounce your 
Profeflorthip: but I miffed him. Mr. Townfend paffes for being a 
Jittle uncertain in his refolutions; fo perhaps you need not build much 
on this fally. | 

«« In recompence for fo many mortifying things, which nothing 
but truth could have extorted from me, and which I could eafily have 
multiplied to a greater number, I doubt not but you are fo good a 
Chriftian as to return good for evil; and to flatter my vanity by telling 
me, that all the godly in Scotland abufe me for my account of Joha 
Knox and the Reformation. I fuppofe you are glad to fee my paper 
end, and that I am obliged to conclude with 

Your humble Servant, 
Daviv Hume.” P. xlvi, 


The propofals announced in this letter were made to Mr. 
Smith on the part of Mr. C. ‘Townfend, and accepted. At 
the clofe of 1763 Mr. Smith fet out in company with his 
young charge ; and, during the three years which he pafled on 
the Continent, made acquaintance with fome of the firft cha- 
racters in the literary world, amongft whom were Monf, 
D’ Alembert, Necker, Turgot, le Duc de Rochefoucauld, &c. 
~  _—In what eftimation Mr. S. was held by the laft of thefe cele- 
brated men, may be feen in a letter written by the Duke to 
Mr. S. fome years afterwards. Our readers will {carcely confi- 
der the infertion of this, an unfeafonable interruption of the 

narrative. 

«¢ Le defir de fe rappeller 4 votre fouvenir, Monfeur, ‘quand on a 
eu honneur de vous connoitre, doit vous paroitre fort naturel; per- 
mettez cue nous farfiflions pour cela, ma Mére et moi, l’occafioa 
d'une edition nouvelles des Maximes dela Rochefiucauld, dont nous 
prenons fa liberté de vous offrir un exemplaire. Vous voyez que 
nous n’avons point de rancune, puifque le mal que vous avez dit le 
lui dans la Théorie des Seatimens Maraux, ne nous empeche point de 

vous 











—~— we  _ = 


Adam Smith's Effays on philofiphical Subjedts. 669 


“vols envoier ce méme ouvrage. Il s’en eft méme fallu de peu que je 
ne fiffe_encore plus, car j'avois eu peut étre la téméricé d’entreprendre 
une traduction de votre 7 Aerie ; mais comme je venois de terminer fa 
premiere partie, j'ai vu paroitre la traduction de M. }’Abbe. Blaver, 
et j'ai €té forcé de renoncer au plaifir que j’aurois eo de faire puffer 
dans ma langue un des meilleurs ouvrages de la véire. 

** Tl auroit bien fallu pour lors entreprendre une juftification de mon 
grandpére. Peut étre n’aur it-il pas été difficile, premierement de 
l'exculer, en difant, qu’il avoit toujours va les hommes ala Cour, et 
dans la guerre civile, deux theatres fur lefquels ils font certainement plus 
mauvais guailleurs ; et enfuite de juttifier par la conduite perfonelle 
de l’auteur, les principes qui font certainement trop généralifés dans 
fon ouvrage. Ila pris la eon pour le tout; et parceque les gens 
qu’il avoit eu le plus fous les yeux étoient animes par /’amour propre, 
il en a fait le mobile général de tous les homines. Au reile, quoigae 
fon ouvrage merite A certains égards d’étre combaitu, il eft cependant 
eftimable méme pour le fond, et beaucoup pour la forme. 

«© Permettez moi de vous demander, fi nous aurons bientét une édi- 
tion complette des ceuvres de votre illuftre ami M. Hume? Nous 
avons fincérement regretié. 

«« Recevez, je vous fupplie, l’expreffion fincére de tous les fentimens 
d’eftime et d’attachement lefquels jai l’honneur d’étre, Monfieur, vo- 
tre trés humble et trés obeiffant ferviteur, 

“© Le Duc de la RocHeroucauLp.” 


To refume the narrative—In 1776, Mr. S. returned from 
the continent, and after a feclufion of ten years produced, in 
1776, his ** Wealth of Nations.” Two years after the pub- 
lication of this work, he was advanced to an office of emolu- 
ment, by the intere(t of the Duke of Buccleugh ; and, retiring 
to Edinburgh, died in July, 1790, of a chronic obftruétion in 
his bowels, having previoufly de(troyed all his papers, with the 
exception of thofe which conftitute the prefent volume, “The 
three firft of thefe eilays turn upon the principles which lead 
and direét philéfophical enquiries ; illuftrated, the firft by the 
Hiltory of Aftronomy, the fecond by the Hiftory of ancient 
Phyfics, the third by the Hiltory of ‘ancient Logic and Meta- 
phyfics. The objeét of thefe effays appears to be, to afcertain 
the genuine operation of natural phanomena upon the mind 
of man, and to trace out the path of real difcovery in the va- 
rious and complicated diverfities of human fcience. The firft 
is attempted in an ingenious’analyfis of thofe affections, 
which are produced by fubjeéts of an extrasrdinary charaéter. 


Our author’s fentiments on this point will be beft apprehended 
from his own definitions. 


** Wonder, furprife, and admiration, are words which, though of- 
ten confounded, denoie, in our language, fentiments that are indeed 
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allied, but that are in fome refpe&ts different alfo, and dittinG from 
one another, What is new and fingular, excites that fentiment which, 
in ftritt propriety, is called Wonder; what is unexpetied, Surprife ; 
and what is great or beautiful, Admiration. 

«© We wonder at a'l extraordinary and uncommon objeés, at all the 
rarer phenomena of nature, at meteors, comets, eclipfes, at fingular 
olants and animals, and at every thing, in fhort, with which we have 
elive been either little or not at all acquainted ; and we ftill wonder, 
theugh forewarned of what we are to fee. 

«« We are furprifed at thofe things which we have feen often, but 
which we Ieaft of all expected to meet with in the place where we find 
them ; we are furprifed at the fudden appearance of a friend, whom 
we have feen a thoufagd times, but whom we did not imagine we 
were to fee then. 

*« We admire the beauty of a plain, or the greatnefs of a mountain, 
though we have feen both often before, and though nothing appears to 
us in either, but what we had expefted with certainty to fee. 

«* Whether this criticifm upon the precife meaning of thefe words 
be juft, is of little importance. 1 imagine it is juft, though I acknow. 
ledge, that the beft writers in our language have not always made ufe 
of them according to it. Milton, upon the appearance of Death to 
Satan, fays, that 


‘The ¥iend what this might be admir’d, 

Admir’d, not fear’d, ———. 
But if thiscriticifm be juft, the proper expreffion fhonld have been 
avonder’d.—Dryden, upon the difcovery of Iphigenia fleeping, fays, 
that \ 

The fool of nature ftood with ftupid eyes 

And gaping mouth, that teftified furprife. 


But what Cimon muft have felt upon this occafion could not fo much 
be Surprife, as Wonder and Admiration. All that I contend for is, 
that the fentiments excited by what is new, by what is unexpected, 


and by what is great and beautiful, are really different, however the™ 


words made ufe of to exprefs them may fometimes be confounded. 
Even the admiration which is excited by beauty, is quite different (as 
will appear more fully hereafter) from that which is infpired by great- 
wefs, though we have but one word to denote them. 

«« Thefe fentiments, like all others when infpired by one and the 
fame object, niutually fapport and enliven one another: an object with 
which we are quite familiar, and which we fee every day, produces, 
though both great and beautiful, but a fmall effect upon us; becaufe 
our admiration is not fupported either by Wonder or by Surprife : 
and if we have heard a_very accurate defcription of a monfter, our 
Wonder will be the lefs when we fee it; becaufe our previous know- 
ledge of it will, in a great meafure, prevent our Surprife. 

‘* It is the defign of this Effay to confider particularly the nature 
and caufes of each of thefe fentiments, whofe influence is of far wider 
extent than we fhould be apt, upon a carélefs view, to-imagine. I 


ihall begin with Surprife,” r. 3s 
Ona 
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On thefe principles, Dr. S. proceeds to inveftigate the fpeci- 


fic differences in thefe feveral affeGtions, in order, as it fhould 
feem, to {how that true philofophy harmonifes thefe, and con- 
verts the uneafy anxieties of wonder and furprife, inte the 
grateful fentiment of admiration, The Hiltory of Aftronomy, 
ancient Phyfics, &c. which follow, though imperfect, are 
fketches traced out by the hand of a matter. 

The profound obfervations with which they are enriched, 
and the elegant accuracy with which they are executed, 
{trengthen the probability, that they feverally exifted in the 
mind of their author, as parts of a great and comprehenfive 
work for the elucidation of the principles of general fcience. 
The remainder of the volume confifts of fome unfinifhed 
fketches, in a ftyle of equal elegance, upon the imitative arts, 
and the natural fenfes. An extrac from the firft of thefe will 
enable our readers to judge of their general merit. After 
{peaking of the imitation of fentiment and paffions by mufic, 
the author thus ably and elegantly defends that imitation. 


‘* All this, it may, and it frequently has been faid, is unnatural s 
nothing being more fo, than to fing when we are anxious to perfuade, 
or in earneit to exprefs any very es purpofe, But it fhould be 
remembered, that to make a thing of one kind refemble another thing 
of a very different kind, is the very circumftance which, in all the Imi- 
tative Arts, conftitutes the merits of imitation ; and that to fhape, and 
as it were to bend, the meafure and the melody of mufic, fo as to imi- 
tate the tone and the language of counfel and converfation, the accent 
and the ftyle of emotion and paffion, is to make a thing of one kind 
refemble another thing of a very different kind. 

«© The tone and the movements of mufic, though naturally very 
different from thofe of converfation and pailion, may, however, be {fo 
managed as to feem to refemble them. On account of the great dif- 
parity between the imitating and the imitated object, the mind in 
this, as in the other cafes, cannot only be contented, but delighted, 
and even charmed and tranfported, with fuch an imperfeé refemblance 
as can be had, Such imitative mufic, therefore, when fung to words 
which explain and determine its meaning, may frequently appear to be 
a very perfect imitation. Itis upon this account, that even the in- 
complete mufic of a recitative feems to exprefs fometimes all the fe- 
datenefs and compofure of ferious but calm difcourfe, and fometimes 
all the exquifite fenfibility of the moft interefting paffion. The more 
complete mufic of an air is flill fuperior, and, in the-imitation of the 
more animated paffions, has one great advantage over every fort of dif- 
courfe, whether profe or poetry, which is not fung to mufic.. In a 
perfon who is either much deprefled by grief, or enlivened by joy, 
who is ftrongly affected either with love or hatred, with gratitude or 
refentment, with admiration or contempt, there is commonly one 
thought or idea which dwells upon his mind, which continually haunts 
him, which, when he has chaced it away, immediately returns upon 
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him, and which in company makes him abfent and inattentive. He 
can think but of one object, and he cannot repeat to them that object 
fo frequently as it recurs upon him. He takes refuge in folitude, 
where he can with freedom either indulge the extafy or give way to 
the agony of the agreeable or difagreeable paflion which agitates him ; 
and where he can repeat to himfelt, which he does fometimes mentally, 
and fometimes even aloud, and almoft always in the fame words, the 
particular thought which either delights or diftreffes him. Neither 
profe nor poetry can venture to imitate thofe almoft endlefs repetitions 
of paffion. They may defcribe them as I do now, but they dare riot 
imitate them; they would become moft infufferably tirefome if they 
did. The mufic of a pafiionate air not only may, but frequently does, 
imitate them; and it never makes its way fo directly or {fo irrefiftibly 
to the heart as when it does fo. It is upon this account that the words 
of an air, efpeciaily of a paffionate one, though they are feldom very 
long, yet are fcarce ever fung ftraight on to the end, like thofe of a re- 
citative; bet are almoft always broken into parts, which are tranfpofed 
and repeated again and again, according to the fancy or judgment of 
the compofer. It is by means of fuch repetitions only, that mufic 
ean exert thofe peculiar powers of imitation which diftinguifh it, and 
in which it excels all the other imitative arts. Poetry and eloquence, 
it has accordingly been often obferved, produce their effe& always by 
a connected variety and fucceffion of different thoughts and ideas: but 
mufic frequently produces its effeéts by a repetition of the fame idea ; 
and the fame fonts expreffed in the fame, or nearly the fame, combina- 
tion of founds, though at firft perhaps it may make fcarce any impreffion 
upon us, yet, by being “=e again and again, it comes at laft gra- 
dually, and by little and little, to move, to agitate, and to tranfport 
us.” P. 154. 


As pofthumous publications are, for the moft part, defeAive, 
it is fcarcely to be confidered as an objeéction to the prefent, 
that its moft laboured parts are but unfinifhed draughts of fome 
great defign. The diligence of the editors cannot be too 
greatly commended for the advantageous manner in which they 
are brought forward; and the elegant criticifms of Mr. 
Stewart, on “ the Theory of moral Sentiments,” and “ the 
Wealth of the Nations,” which occupy two diflinG fections 
in the body of the Memoirs, give confiderable value to the pre- 
fent volume. In configning it to the public, we think it unne- 
ceffary to offer any further eulogium. Thofe who are acquaint- 


ed with the writings of Dr. Smith, will doubtlefs welcome 
this laft bequeft of a man, in whom genius and philanthropy 
were happily united, and whofe ftudies appear to have been 
direéted with equal fuccefs to fubjeGs of literary refinement, 
and quettions of general utility. 
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BRITISH CATALOGUE, 


POETRY. 


Art. 19.  Comverfation, a dida&ic Poem, in three Parts. By William 
Cooke, Eg. gto. 38. 6d. Edwaids, 1796. 


The author has been very happy in his choice of a fubjes but his 
verfification is not always equally good with the following {pecimen; 


Again, when Ancumenr, difpofed to play, 
Turns with commanding grace trom grave to gay, 
Its iprightly humour, fanciful, yet true, 

Arrays the fubje& in its happieft hue ; 

But, fprung from Pride, and nurs'd by Learning’s fpleen, 
Afpiring only to be heard and feen, 

When it infules filence all around, 

And pays that filence with Contention’s found ; 
We turn afide, with indignation ttung, 

And loathe this rade monopoly of tague, 

All met to pleafe, confign this wordy war 

To wrangling fophs, and witlings at the bar ; 

All met for murua! happinefs and cafe, 

"Tis fitting each thould have his turn to pleafe. 
This caft of parts unites colloquial charms, 
Gives wit its point, and wifdom all its ars, 


Arr. 18. Poetic Trifles, 8vo. 28. 6d. Dilly. 1796. 


Thefe feem to have been the amufements of a polifhed minu ; but . 


their publication will not add a great deal to the ttock of real poetry, 


Art. 19. Trifles in Verfe, by Fohu Fohnjon, A. M. formerly of Oriel 
Coll-ge, Ovford. 8vo. 2%. Rivingtons., 1796. 
Thefe poems are really, what their title-page names them, trifles im 
verfe, 


Art. 20. Menfa Regum, or the Table of Kings. Second Edition, To 
which is now a:'ded, a Deffert of three Difhes, exbibitory of the joint 
Charaéers of Peter and Tom, Tq the Royal Table are prefixed, extem- 
pore Stanzas on the firft Report of the aujpicious Birib at Garlian- 
Houfe. By Ifaac Mirror, E/g. of the Midale Temple, 410. 15. 6d 
Owen. 1796. 


Some manly and loyal fentiments expreffed ia very fpirited blank 
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DRAMATIC. 


Arr.21. The Man of Ten Thoufand, a Comedy, as it is aded «. 
the Theatre Royal Drury-Lane. By Thomas Holcroft. 8vo. 88 pp. 
2s. Rbdbinfons. 1795. 


The moral of this piece has been more Brongly inculcated in Shake 
Jpeare’s Timon of Athens, where the parafites of wealth are exhibited 
in colours fo glowing, as to leave no chance for fuccefsful imitation. 
But the Man of Ten ‘Thoufand, Dorrington, is a man of generous 
fentiments, though not of much judgment; he would otherwife have 
difcovered better objects of his attention than Major Rampart, for 
whom he ufes his intereft to gain promotion, though he exbibits no 
qualities which entitle him to attention; and is difgraced by the falfe- 
hood and the cowardice of Falftaff, without conciliating os by any 
portion of his wit and humour. We cannot but coincide in opinion 
with thofe critics who objeéted to the major’s perpetual ufage of 
Humph! Hay! Damme! but having taken thofe frou. him, we have 
reduced him almoft toa mute. The incidents, though raiher feanty, 
are not ill managed, and the dialogue is not tleititute of point and f{pi- 
rit. The following extract will perhaps give no unfavourable idea of 
the author’s manner. 

Oli, Mr. Confol, I thank you for your immediate attention. I 
want your aid, and fear 1 have taken a liberty with you, whieh you 
may think ftrange. 

Con. Strange, dear Madam? Allow me to fay, it is ftrange you did 
not take it fooner. 

Oli, Take what, Sir? 

Con. No matter, Better late than never. 

Oli, | have a bufinefs to propofe, to which I am but little accuffomed. 

Con. | know it, dear Madam! I know it! But what matters cuitom? 

Oli, Good fenfe, I own, Sir, isa better guide. 

Con. No doubt on’t! Be under no alarm, Madam ; .come to the 
point at qnce. I know the world. 

Oli. Poor Dorington is at prefent in diftrefs, 

Con. Ay, ay! Poor and in diftrefs’ Oh, you are a fhrewd lady ! 

O&. Lam perfaaded you will not think me fo, 

Con. Dear Madam, | know you to be fo! I never admired any lady’s 
prudence fo much in my life! 

Oli. 1 am glad you approve my proceeding. 

Con. Approve? | am tranfported with it! I adore you for it! Oh, 
it was a prodigious thought ! 

Oi:, A very natural one. 

Con. You ate a great beauty. So I ama great writ. For why? 
1 can command half a million! Show me another man as witty as my- 
felf. ‘Thon, as for perfon, I havea ftraight Jeg, a comely face, and a 
fine eve, for | always fee my own intereft. 

Odi. 1 do not comprehend you, Sir, 

Con. Nay, nay, dear Madam, fpeak out, you are fhrewd: yoo 
know well cnough modefty is only a maik. 

5 Oli, 
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O/:, It may be fo with the knavith. 

Con. Knavith? Ali people are knavith at heart. When they are 
honelt, it is from a knavith motive. 

Oli. Indeed? Your pbilofophy is beyond me. | 

Con. I hope no offence, Madam? I would rather the flocks fhoild 
falf than offend you! 

Oli. ( Afide) What is the matter with the man :—My bufinefs with 
you, Mr. Confol, is an affair of delicacy. 

Cox. Speak ; feat nothing, Madam ;, With the ladies, no man more 
delicate than myfelf. 

Oli, You are ‘gallant, Sir. 

Con. To be fure, Madam! You have made me gallant; have fired 
me ; have put my blood in a blaze! 

Oli, Mr. Confol! , 

Con. Ay, and Mrs. Confol! Is not that it, Madam ? 

Oli. ( Afide) Is the man frantic? , 

Con. 1 fee you will not fpeak; fo I will, I love you, Madam! 

Oli, Sir! 

Con. May my banker break if I do not! Full fifty percent. better 
than ever | loved woman in my life ! 

Oli. Amazing! 

Con. Not at all; I love you; you love me: there is no love loft. 
Our purfes fhall be as loving as our perfons: one pocket, one pair of 
theets, 

Oli, Ha, ha,.ha, ha, ha! I thall expire. 

Con. Expire, Madam? I would almoft rather be a lame duck. 

Oli. Ha, ha, ha! I dare fay, Sir, your grief would be as pungent 
as your paflion is powerful. 1 know not what odd accident has blown 
up this flame in your bofom ; but l imagine a fingle word will quench 
its - You arewmittaken. 

Con. Me, Madam? 

Oli, Strange as it may feem, even you. 

Con. How can that be? You are rich, Dorington is ruined ; you 
are fhrewd, I'am deep; you area fpiniter, 1 ama bachelor. You 
fent for me ; and having no call for cath, why did you fend ? To dg 
the deep thing, to be fure ; and couple at once our fortunes and our 
affefions. 7 ' 
~ Oly, Ha, ha, ha, ha, ha! How thall I fupport this extacy of arithe 
metic! This profufion of fifty per cent. tendernefs?” P. 65. ' 


Art. 22. The Seaman's Return: or, The unexpected Marriage. An 
operatic Farce, As it is performed by their Maycfties Servants, of the 
Worceficr, Shrewftury, Ludlow, and Wolverhampton Theatres, By 

Jobhu Price. vo. 1% 6d. Jonginan, 1795. . 


This was written avowedly to introduce the fongs, which are Obe 
vioufly the beft part of the performance. 
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Arr. 2 ae The Rofes; or, King Henry the Sixth. An hiftorical Tra. 
gedy. Reprefented at Reading School. Compiléd principally from 
Shakjpeare. 8vo. 18, 6d.” kimily. 1796. ( 


We are very much pleafed with the fpirit which prompted, and the 
taite whioh execated this agreeable periormance. We accordingly 
recommend it to general perufal. 


Art. 24 All in Buftle. A Comedy in five Aas. eo the 


Author of the Cafile of Ollada. 8vo. 126pp.. 28. Beatniffe and 
Payne, Norwich. 1795. , : 


Among the indifpenfable requifites to form a good comedy, are 
incidents confiftent, not necefflarily with trath, but verifimilitude, 
and a terfe and polifhed dialogue. 

The abrupt introduttion of Mifs\Dalton in men’s clothes, to the 
Afpin family, by a letter of which fhe is herfelf the bearer; the 
mecting between Sir Robert Afpin, who takes his taylor for his fe- 
cond, and Mifs Dalton with a female friend in a horfemian’s coat, 
are too glaring Outrages of probability: and thar dialogue is not much 
diflinguifhea by its elegance, which admits fuch phrafes as «« I am fure 
there muft be fomething atthe bottom of all this.”——* Woaat the devil 
can fhe bedriving at,” &c. The characters of Smatiet and Mifs Afpin, 
though both outré and extravagant, give proofs that the author is not 
altogether deliitute ot talents for humorous defcription.. 


NOVELS. 


Art. 25. The Comforts of Arabella, the Daughter of Amanda. 8v6. 
8i pp» 1s. Johnfon. 


This is indeed @ curiofity of literature, though not fuch as we have 

formerly icen under that vitle. [et js ax Unitarian Novel. , 
Amanda is fent into the country by a gentleman who had feduced 
her, with an annuity of forty pounds, and there becomes the nother 
of Arabella. Penitence, piety, and the inftruction of her child, ef- 
cially in religious duties, occupy the reft of her life. So far the 
novel, or sale (as it is called,.p. 78) is fufficiently inflruGive, but 
we cannot fay very amufing. Having proceeded nearly half way 
through the book, we perceive the drift of it.. Amanda tells her 
daughter, that the * had formerly attended Trinitarian worthip ; 
that being exhoried’ to think for herfelf with boldnefs and freedom, 
fhe enquired ferioufly, and found”—what ?—** that there are not 
three Gods, but one God.” pp. 32, &c. And this the might doubr- 
jefs have found, without going beyond the book of Common Prayer, 
to which fhe had been accuftomed. Her conc/ufiow indeed_is a little 
foreign from the premifes; being this—** that the doétrine of the 
J rinity is not a Scriptural do&rine, but a human invention.” P. 35. 
Arabella’s comforts are of a religious nature, and are, in all, /even. 
The doctrine of atonement is declared not to be one of them. P. 59. 
i A rationa 
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A sational and fober Unitarian education {eems to be the great fource 
of them all. ‘lwo pages of verfes, fomewhat profaic, on * charity im 
judging,” conclude this curious book ; which might have been pro- 
perly eatided, ** Aa lnvitation to Unitarianifm, for young Ladies.” 


Arr. 26. Elvira; or, The World as it goes. 4 Nowel. Dedicated 
to Mrs. Sawbridge. By the Author of Sempronia, In teva Volig 
rzmo, 6s. Bell. 1796. 


© The characters here introduced are taken from the life.” We 


hope fome of them are not; yet the volumes are neither anenteftaining 
nor ill-written, 


Art. 27. Adela Northington, a Nowel. In three Volumes. 12m0. 
, gs. Cawthorne, 1796. 


. Thefe volumes are by no means ill-written; and the tale whicly 
they contain may be read certainly without injury to iunocence, and 
with much awutement, it not denefit, by all. 


Arr. 28. The Monk, a Romance. In three Volumes. 1200. 108. 6d 
Bell, Oxtord-flreet. 1796, 


Luft, murder, inceft, and every atrocity that can difgrace human 
nature, brought together, without the apology of probability, oreven 
poflibility, for their introduction., ‘To make amends, the moral is 

eneral and very practical ; itis, ** not todeal in witchcraft and magic, 
mee the devil will have you at lait!!"" We are forry to obferve that 
good talents have’been mifapplied in the production of this moniter. 


Arr. 29. The Adventures of a Pine Suppofed to be related by Him- 
o Self, Heryelf, or Tiff. 1zmo. 187 pp.’ 3% Lee, 1796. 


A bundle of ill-conne&ed ftories, related without much regard to 
nature or probability, and little capable of an{wering the purpofe 
ejther of entertainment or inftruction. 


LAW. 


Art, 30. An Appendix to the Seventeenth Edition of Dr. Bura's Fuf- 

. tice of the Peace.and Parifo Officers, contaming all the Adis of Par 
liament and adjudged Cafes which relate to the Office of a Fufiice of 
the Peace, from 32 Geo. iii. to the prejent Time. Ly Fobu Burn, 
E/}. one of his Majefty’s Tuftices of the Peace for the Counties o W eft. 
morelond and Cumberland. %$vo. 33. 6d. 206 pp. © ell aad 
Davies, and Butterworth, 1795. 


With a laudable zeal for the perfection of a book of long-eftablith- 
ed reputation, the proprietors of Burn’s Juftice have psefented the Pro- 
fefiion with this Appendix, by which the latt edition of this valuable 
work is rendered as complete as circumfances admit, A new edition, 
we 
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we are informed, is in the prefs, in which this Appendix will be ind 
Corporated, sii taal 

In confequence of the obfervations made by Lord Kenyon, in the 
cafe of R. Benwell, 6 Term. Rep. 76. a correéted general form of con. 
qiction is given in this publication ; and the whole of that title is very 
ably and fully revifed by a gentleman at the bar, (Thomas Jervis, Efq.) 
Several other new precedents are added ; and particularly a fet of pre- 
cedents refpecting the Excife Laws, recommended by the Chief Juf- 
tice, which we confider as a valuable acquifition ; they. confitt of 
Forms-of Proceedings betore Jultices on flat. 9. Geo. 2. 35. againtt per- 
fons found carrying run goods, and on flat. 11. Geo. 1., 30, againft 
erions harbouring or concealing run goods. In this Appendix, Mr. 

urn thas very faithfully followed the plan of his father’s original 
work, As a new edition of the whole is announced, we may be 
excufed for throwing out a few hints on the fubject. 

In all the republications of law-books, now fo frequently recurring, 
the firft care of the editors fhould be to make no additions but fuch as 
are ablolutely neceffary, and thefe in as concife and plain a manner as 
poflible. We hope Mr, B, will not be feduced by examples into the 
adiniflion of extraneous matter, which would render the work too vo- 
luminous and unwieldly. Inthe recapitulation of a long act of par- | 
liament, carried through feveral pages, the a¢t fhould be fated in a 
marginal note at the corner.of every. page through which the recital 
continues. As the work is at prefent printed, the reader is continually 
obliged to refer back feveral pages for the purpole of information in 
this particular. 

e formerly took occafion to hint that the cafes are frequently given 
too much in detail; and that it is only neceflary to ftate the principle 
of every ftatute and determination, and the evil remedied by it, 
Perhaps. alfo it would be an improvement, if the mode of quoting 
the Term Reports, and Burraws’s Reports, was made more confonant 
to genera] and modern ufage, Burr. Mansf,—Duruf. and Eaft. 6. p. 
have an awkward appearance, at léaft to thofe who are ufed to the ge- 
neral quotations in law-books: 6 Term. Rep.; 2. Barr. &c. Mr. 
Burn, we doubt, in the next edition, will pay proper attention tg the 
periodical reports in ad/ the Courts of Weftminiter- Hall. 


Art. 31. The whole Law relative to the Duty and Office of a Fuftice 
of the Peace, comprifing alfo the Authority of Parijb Officers. By 
Lhomas Walter Wiliams, Eq: of the’ Inuer Temple, Barriffer at Law. 
Vol. Ve. Part I. 8vo. 38. fewed. 167 pp.’ Robinfons and 
Kearfley. 1795- ‘ 


In a loofe leaf attached. to this pamphlet, we are told it is intended 
to continue this’ work annwally, by publifhing a part in every 
long vacation; and thefe parts are, by degrees, to form a volume. 
We cannot help confidering this as likely to be productive of much 
confufion. Arrangement and confolidation are the greatelt excellen- 
cies of this fort of compilation, which fuch a plan tends completely to 
defeat, What with fupplements, additions, indexes, &c. a work, 
which ought to be conciie, clear, and well-asranged, will ra a 

ete. 
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heterogeneous mafs of common-places; increafing from year to year, 
till. its own weight will bear it down. 

We think Mr, Williams would. better employ: the learning:and tae 
lents, which he pofleffes in no moderate degree, by reducing rather 
than increafing the fize of his work. The obfervations we formerly 
made on the four firft volumes* apply to the prefent part: which, al- 
lowing for the deficiency of the plan, feems to be carefully and accu- 
rately executed, We confefs we are not altogether convinced of the 
necellity of swe avorks on the fame fubject; both neceffarily {> {imi- 
Jar cate other, perhaps however the public may be benefited by the 
con 


POLITICS. 


Art. 32. Calm Addrefs to the People of Great Britain, by a Citiuen 
of London, 8vo. 46 pp. 6. Rivingtons. 1795. 


This is, as its title imports, a temperase difcuffion of the principles 
which form the bafis of the Britith Conitituuon, The fubjett is 
treated under fix divifions, 

«¢ rft. ‘The nature and tendency of Liberty, particularly of Civil 
Liberty. . 

‘© 2d. That Civil Liberty is compatible with the Britifh Con- 
ftitution. es 

‘© 3d. That the three branches of parliament, viz. King, Lords, 
and Commons, form the Conttitution, together with their diftiné 
Functions, alio of their Dependence and Independence on each other. 

‘* ath. That a conftitution thus formed, cannot be altered but 
with the utmoit danger, but may be improved, 

«< sth. Of the prefent ftate ot reprefenting the people in parliament, 
with a plan for obtaining @ more free and adequate reprefentanga in 
the commons houfe of parliament, ) 

*« 6th. A mode propofed for the better conducting elections for 
members to ferve in graven sk P, > ; : a 
The. inequalities of reprefentation, the author propofes to rem 
by tin ae a laa number of Mee tan mt fent by rhe 
Borough or County. Thefe alterations are fo. coptrived, as not to 
produce a variation of more than ses from the prefent number of the 
reprefentative body. ‘Ihe mode of election he fugyefis, is to.oblige 
the returning officers to advertife a day of nomination, to Iden 
one month trom the date of fuch adyertifement, The parties zomi- 
nated are then to be adveriifed; and the day of eleétion, not lefs 
than three weeks, or more than a month, from the date of the adver- 
tifement. ‘The votes to be taken by éa//or, and not by pol/; books 
for this purpofe to be opened in different quarters, according to the 
extent of the Borough or Shire : and thofe of the fick and infirm to 
be taken by the minutter and phyfician of the parifh, ‘Thefe are the 


—s 





* Vol vi. p. 6o, 62, 
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outlines of the author’s plan, which he delivers with fuitable modefty, 
and which, if not wholy admiffible, may yet furnith hints to those 
who areanxious for the freedom and purity of elections. 


Art. 33. Vewo Letters addrefftd to bis Grace the Duke of Bedford and 
the People of England. %vo. 44 pp. 18s. Owen, 1796. 


The avthor appears to have an honeft zeal for giving good advice ; 
bat he has not fufficiently the art and experience ¢ writing, to arreft 
the attention of noify and clamorous party politicians, He fays things 
bluntly, bur withour energy of ftyle. An erratum in the paflage 
chofen for his motto, has made it convey a fentiment the reverfe of 
whiat the author jntended to exprefs, 


Ags. 34. An Enquiry hew far the Punifoment of Death is neceffary.iz 
Pennjylvania, With Nos and Illufrations. By William Bradford, 
Eig. To which is added, An Account of the Gaol ard Penitentiary 
Ploufe of Philadelphia, and of the intertor Management :hireof. By 
Caleb Loawncs, of Phikadelpbia. 8vo. 115 pp, 28. 64. Phila- 
delphia, printed: London, re-printed. Johnfon. 1795. 


‘The purpofe of this work, by the Attorney General ot Pennfylyania. - 
(now for the United Sectes) is to thow, fram the expericnce of fome 
parts of America, and of feveral European nations, that capital pa- 
nifhments multiply crimes, inftead of preventiag them; and that the 
certainty of punifhment is a more efk Ctual reftraine than the disree of 
it, The conclofion from the whole enquiry is, ** that in all cafes 
(except thofe of hizh treafon and murder) the panifhment of death may 
be fafely abolifhed [in America] and milder penalties advantageoufly » 
introduced :” p, 46. but more fafely, it feems, in America, than 
«© in the old and corrupt governments of Europe.” P, 12. 

So far the author feems to be an able advocate on the fide of huma- 
nity, juttice, and found policy. But when he thinks fit to fay in his 
motes, that England is ** too fond of the ancient order of things,’ . 
and that “ a reform in the government will in the end haften that 
which is fo much wanted in the criminal law,” we mutt pronounce 
that he fteps beyond his line; and that it would be wifer to leave the 
care of amending ott government to us who live under it, and who do. 
not perceive any where mach caufe to be enainoured of revolutions and 
republics. That the criminal code of England contains * a mul- 
titude of fanguinary laws,” ‘we cannot deny ; but, on the other hand, 
we need not hefitate to affirm, that in no part of the globe is the 
feverity of the laws more tempered and mitigated by the feafonable 
intervention of leniry and mercy. 
the latter part of the book, by Mr, Lownes, contains much ufeful 
information. 
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Arnt.35. Rights aud Remedies; or the Theory and Pra&ice of true 
Politics ; with a View of the tremendous Evils probable to enfue xpon 
the countenance of the prefent unnecefary and fruitlef: War, avd a 
Propofal of immediate Peace. Partd. Second Edition, Dedicatid to 
Earl Stanhope, by one of the new Seét of the Moralifln 8v0. 3% 
Crofby. 1795. 


Art. 36. Rights and Remedies. Part Il, Of the fame Pamphlet 
Same Pablither, &c. 
This writet profefles to hold the balance even between all parties, 
yet is an enthufiaftic admirer of the Freoch revolution, We think if , 
he had patiently waited a very little longer, he would have withheld ii 
j 
| 
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fome, at leaft, of his numerous and violent commendacions of that 
wonderful event, and no lefs extraordinary people. He would not, 
for inftance, have praifed them for offering peace to aggreffors, for 
their moderation in victory, their having no views of conqueft, &c. 
&c. &c. For our parts, we are proud to think very differently from 
the writer, in almoit every page of thefe immenfe pamphlets, and are He) 
as little convinced by his arguments, as alarmed by his predictions. ‘if ' 

. 47 


Art. 37. Extraordinary Sentence. Fourteen Years Tranfportation for a 
feditious PraGices. Trial of Counfellor Muir, of Humerfbiil, in the ; F 
High Court of Judiciary at Edinturgh, on Friday, Augufl 30s 1993» il } 
Jor Sedition, 8v0O. 29 pp. 6d. Brewman, | 


This event has come before the public in fo many fhapes, and has 
been agitated with fo much zeal by the advocates of the one and the 
other fide, that we fhall content ourfelves with ftating, that this i 

mphlet prefents a brief report of the trial, unaccompanied by thofe 


res) 
iy 
talics and annotations with which fach trials are too frequently eme Is 
bellifhed. 4) 
Art. 38. 4 Letter on the Proceedings in Leadenball-fireet, in the Cafe ut 


of Mr. Haftings. 8vo, 1s Parfons, 1795 Bi. 


countrymen, is exceedingly diffatisfied with the conduct of the Ealt- 
{india Company, with regard to Mr. Haftings; but he produces ne 
very powerful arguments to prove that they have done wrong. 


This writer, in contradi€tion, we believe, to a vaft majority of his i} t 
: 


Art. 39. The Corre/pondence between Sir Stephen Lufhington, Bart. 
and Warren Haflings, Efq. and the Statement alluded to 12 both Let- 
ters, 8vO.. 18% Debrett. 1795. 


To counteraét a report which had generally gone forth, concerning 
the fuppofed fortune of Mr. Haftings, a datement of his property 1s 
here prefented to the public, the truth and accuracy of wluch, we 
prefaume, will not be called in queftion, 
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Art. 40. The political Tftament of Maximilian Robe/pierre, with an 
Account of the fecret Negociations carried on under his DireBtion, with 
feveral of the principal States of Europe. Written and figned by his 
own Hand: Tranflated from the French. 8vo. 28. 6d. Riving- 


tons. 1796. 


'There are fome who believe this Teftament, as it is termed, to be au- 
thentic; we, for our parts, do not. We muft, however, confefs that it 
contains fome fhrewd remarks, while, neverthelefs, the concluding 

ragraph will, we think, juftify our in¢redulity— When my la- 
coal fhall have received their reward, when I fhall reign both in 
fafety and in glory, then, and not till then, the fcaffolds of the guil- 
lotine fhall give place to the altars of Ceres.” Would Robefpierre, 
circumftanced as he was, have written this? We think not. 


Art. 41. The Quartern Loaf for Eight-pence; or, Cut end come 
again, Being Crumbs of Comfort for all true Reformers. By Fack 


Cade, jun. Citizen and Facobine Second Edition, 12m0. © 8d. 
Crofby. 1796. 


There is a great deal ef humour, and, what is of far more im- 
portance, of plain good fenfe, in this publication ; which is calcu- 
lated to rerider ineffe€tual the good works of thofe, who, in order to 
prove their attachment to the Britifh nation, fhow the utmoft enmity 


to its conftitution, and the greateft friendfhip and zeal for the French 
Republic. 


Art. 42. Diffrtation on firft Principles of Government, by Thomas 
Paine, Author of Commen Senfe, Se. 8vo. 47 pp. 18 Eaton. 
1795 


To thofe who are acquainted with the writings of this Demagogue, 
the prefent tract has nothing new to offer. A demonftration of the 
rightwhich reprefentative governments have to take place of hereditary, 
is attempted, with a parade of analyfis, and an éffufion of fcurrility, 


which wall fuficiently recommend it to that circle for which it is de- 
figned. 
o 


Art. 43. Conciones ad populum; or, Addreffes to the People. By 
S. 7. Coleridge, s2mo. 68 pp. No Publifher’s name. 1795. 


The two foilowing addrefies, Mr. C. fays, were delivered in the 
month of February 1795, and were followed by fix others in defence 
of natural and revealed religion. Where, or to whdm they were 
delivered, does not appear. ‘Thefe addreffes are by the fame author, 
whofe addrefs to the people on a fuppofed plot, we noticed ‘lait 
month, ‘They contain fimilar fentiments and are expreffed with 
fimilar confiflency and fimilar elegance. His tender and compafiionate 
anxiety for the welfare of mankind, he dwells upon through many 
pages, and with that {pirit of patriotifm, which hai frequently actuated 
the writers of his party, attempts to afcribe the murders of Robef- 
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pierre, and all the horrors acted in France, to the obftinate hoftitity 
of this country. When thall we éeafe ‘to fee this nonfenfe repeated 

which the belt informed even of our French enemies have again and 
again contradicied ? 


Art. 44. An Addrefs to the independent Liverymen of London, on the 
oe of their late Petition to Parliament for a Peace. With a few 
Odj/ervations on the Apoftacy f certain Members, and Advice to the’ Cin 
tixens of London, refpecting the Condu& they ought to adopt at the nexs 
gencral Election, 8V0. 30. ppe 38 Crofby. 1795, 


The writer of this tract congratulates his fellow-citizens upon their 
late petition; exhorts them to a firm purfuit of the fame objeét, and a 
rejection of their prefent members, with the exception’ of one, at the 
next general.election. Thefe men he thinks proper to ftigmatize as 
« the panders and parafites of a detefed adminiftration;” but the ge- 
neral election has juit proved, that neither the men nor the adminiftrae 
tion were eftimated by the meafure of his opinion. 


Ant. 45. The Speeches of Sir Thamas Ofborne, Bart. and Patrick 
Duigenarn, Ef. on the Catholic Bill, in thé I rife Houfe of Commons, 
May 5,1795- 8vo. 36pp. 18% Debrett. 1795, 


Without entering into the merits of this interefting queftion, we 
have to {peak only of the talents of the difputants. In point of ora- 
tory and argument, we do not hefitate to give the preference to Mr. 
Duigenan, whofe fpeech is plain and energetic, and in many parts con. 
vincing. He oppofes the Catholic Bil. ‘The Baronet, on the con- 
‘trary, is its advocate; but we fafpeét that he has not brought forward 
the frongett arguments which om be fonnd'in its behalf; and we 
are fure chat thofe which he has advanced, are‘not urged with all the 
force they are capable of receiving, nor difpofed with the luminous ar- 
rangement of a fkilful orator. In his ftyle, by affecting to rife higher 
than the ftrength of his wing will fupport him, he finks into the ob- 


fcure. 


Art. 46. A Query, whether certain political Conje&ures and Refice 
tions of Dr. Davenant, in 1699, be, or be not, applicable to the prefent 
Crifis. 8vo. gopp. 1s. 6d. Elmfly. 1795. 


This pamphlet contains a large extract from an Effay of Dr. Dave- 
nant, whofe character, as a political writer, is fufficiently known. 
There is confiderable fhrewdnefs and force in the obfervations it con- 
tains ; and fubjeéts of .ufeful caution may doubtlefs be collected from 
the different points upon which it turns. Whether the Conjectures 
or reflections be applicable‘or not to the prefent crifis, it is fearcely 
within our province to pronounce... ‘Ihe editor profefies to give the 

ublic an opportunity of forming an unbiaffed judgment, by referving 
fis remarks tor a fubfequent occafion. Our commentary, therefore, 
will be more feafonable, when the fenfe of the editor thall be fully 


known. 


Me. 
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Mr. Burke. 


Art. 47. A Vinditation of the Duke of Bedford's Attack upon Mr. 
Burke's Penfion. In Reply to a Letter from the Right Honourable 
Edmund Burke to a noble Lord. 8vo. 67 Pp. 25. Todizn. 1796+ 


The marrow of this peneniet, which, after all, has no great vigour 
or eloquence, feems to contained within the following paffapes. 
Mr. Burke enquires, ‘* Why will they not let me remain in obfcurity 
and inaction ?’” ‘This writer replies, *« I will tell Mr, Burke why the 
will not: becaufe they believe that his late publications have had a 
confidérable effe& in inciting the nation toa war, the mot difaftrous 
and difgraceful, in which this country ever had the misfortune and 
mifery to be involved ; becaufe they fufpe&, and upon ftrong grounds, 
that thofe publications have led to that alarm which has been ufed as 
a handle to rob us of fo many of our comforts; becaufe they behold 
him belying the tenor of his former life, by accepting an enormous 

enfion, at a time when the people are bent and bowed to the earth 
” the weight of fuch accumulated taxation ; becaufe they fee, to ufe 
his own words, that his operations of parfimony have been attended 
with the confequences of profufion; becaufe they behgld a fevere 
ceconomifl funk, degenerated, transformed, deformed, into a fupple 
penfioner.” "they who believe the war difaftrous and difgraccful 
(though it might be the former without being the latter, misfortune 
being not neceflarily difgrace, though demagogues always reprefent 
it fo) or that it could have been avoided ; or that the alarm was not 
the genuine feeling of the people from real caufe of alarm, will affent 

robably at large to Mr. Street’s remonftrances.. They, on the other 
ey who agree to the ftatement cited from Lord Grenville’s fpeech, 
that the patiicular merit of Mr. Burke at this time was, * having op- 
pofed the fhield of reafon and found argument, to defend the wife 
eftablifhments of our anceftors, in common with all the great men of 
former times, againft the daring inroads of the moft pernicious and 
dangerous principles and doétrines every broached by folly, enthu- 
fiafm, and madnefs,” will be likely to think that he deferved a pubfic 
reward. 


Art. 48. A Leaf out of Mr. Burke’s Pook: being an Epiftle to that 
Right Hovourable Gentleman, in Reply to his Letter to a nable Lord on 
the Subje@ of bis Penfion. By MC. Browne, 8v0o. 63 pp. 25- 
Walker. 1796. 


Mr. Burke is told by this gentleman that he fhould think himfelf 

** deficient in that particular duty which évery good citizen owes 
his country, did he not take up his pen to deny Ais affertions.” 
What then are we to fuppofe ? has every citizen that thinks with this 
writer taken up his pen? or have many been deficient in their dw y? 
the writers have been numerous, but furcly they do not amount to all 
who have learned to write, on that fide of the queftion. Mr. Browne, 
however, undertakes to give the political hiftory of Mr. Burke; and 
though he certainly does not execute his tak with any favourable a 
judice 
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judice towards the fubjec&t of it, he appears to have collected 
a great many facis of fome importance to the general character of his 
antagonift. ‘The pamphlet is written throughout with force and 
acutenefs, 


Art. 49. Sober Refie&ions on the feditions and inflammatory Letter of 
the Right Hox. Edmund Burke, to a noble Lord. Addreffid ta the 
Serious Confideration of his fellow Citizens. By Fohu Thefewall. 8v0. 
116 pp. 2s. 6d. Symonds. 1796. 


If Mr. Thelwall be to be credited in his declaration, and we bave 
not the flighteft with to difcredit it, that he is no fimulator, the pre- 
fent pamphlet will recommend him to a much more favourable opi- 
nion, -among the friends of order and rea) liberty, than his political 
life has hitherto appeared to deferve. It is certainly, for ‘the mof 

art, temperate, and, according to the profeflion of the title, fobers 

tis well written, and a fpirit of juflice and humanity pervades the 
whole too generally, we fhould conceive, to be altogether affained. 
But if Mr. ‘Thelwal: be really the candid man thus preferted to our 
contemplation, how can he pofhbly juftify to his own mind his habit 
of mifreprefenting the actual government of his country, as if it were 
a fyftem of oppreflion, and comparing it to thofe of defpotic coun:riess 
Granting, for argument’s fake, the corruption prevalent in it to be as 
grofs, and the departure from its eflential principles to be as wide, as 
he would pronounce them, whatis there ip it that juftifies the ufe of 
that tremendous and unmanageable inftrument the populace? If the 
flate criminals were unjuftly profecuted, ftill they were acquitted, and 
the ftate is vindicated. He exults in the pacific conduct of the multi- 
tudes affembled at Copenhagen houfe, &c, Thofe multitudes, befides 
being fo initruéted for prudential reafons, had, as he himfelf witnefled, 
their own internal feedings for confulting their fafety ; but though, on 
feveral occafions (as when the king went to the houfe) men were cer- 
tainly colleéted who had every difpofition to be mifchievous, the truth 
is, andatruth deftructive of many of Mr. T.’s arguments, that the 
general difpofition of the people at prefent is to be pacific. They are 
not opprefied, therefore they are not tumultous, and the precautions 
of the legiflature have not been direSted againtt the prevalent tendency 
of the people, but againft the partial evils likely to be produced by 
inflammatory harangues. Mr. Thelwall’s favourite fyftem of univerfal 
fuffrage would produce much more mifchievous difpofition than any 
evil now exifting. At all events, it is fome comfort that, let what 
will happen, here is one, at leaft, of the popular teachers who has 
declared himfelf, dader his own hand, an enemy to injuftice and cruelty. 


Art. 50. Part of a Letter from Robert Adair, Efy. to the Right Ho- 
nourable Charles Fames Fox. Occafioned by Mr. Burke's mention of 
Lord Keppel, in a recent Publication. 8v0. 54 pp. 1% Debrett, 
1746. 

Mr. Adair thinks that Lord Keppel would have held the fame line 
ef conduct with Mr. Fox, whofe political operations fince the war 
this traét undertakes to hold up to admiration. 
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DIVINITY. 


ART, ct. An Alarm to Britain $ or, an Inguiry into the Caufes of the 


rapid Progrefs of Infidelity, in the prefent Age. By Fobn F amiefon , 
D.D. F.A.S.S. Minifier of the Gofpel, Forfar, 12M0. 211 pps 
28 Mbrifons, Perth. 1795. 


The profeffed purpofe of this tract is, ** to take notice of fome 
things which feem to operate as caufes or occafions of the increafe of 
infidelity ; fome of which have a remote, others a more immediate 
influence.” pp. 5,6. Among the remote caufes, are reckoned Popery, 
Avianif{m, Socinianifm, and Arminianifm; the laft of which is faid to 
be connected with Socinianifin and Popery. ‘The next remote caufe 
afligned 1s, the modern plan of preaching mere morality, omitting the 
peculiar doctrines of Chriftianity. Then the author turns fuddenly 
to that which feems, in truth, to be the main purpofe of his book, (and 
which we little looked for, from fo zealous a defender of our moft im- 
poriant doétrines) a violent attack upon the church of England! P. 70. 
Here we have abuntance of declamation againft ‘* worldly greatnefs ; 
dithoneft, and even bona fide fubfcriprions of creeds and articles; the 
practice of many among the clergy ; the Jaw of patronage; the relaxa- 
tion or perverfion of church difcipline; religious tefts for civil offices ; 
ceremonies of human invention in divine worfhip; and the influence 
of human authoriry in matters of religion ; with a recommendation of 
the example of the Conttituent Affembly in France, which made even 
the bifhops and archbifhops eligible by thofe only over whom they 
were to prefide.”  P. 106. | 

In the remainder of the book there are fome things unexceptionably 
ftated ; but, in general, declamation, mixed with no {mall portion of 
a{perity, predominates over argument. How the common caufe of 
Chriftianity is likely to be defended with good effeét, and the progrefs 
of infidelity m this kingdom to be checked, by the inceffant repetition 
of trie objections, not againtt the dostrines, but fome part of the difct- 
pline of the eflablithed church, it is the author’s bufinefs to explain. 
What would be faid of the wifdom of a befieged garrifon, if the feve- 
ral regiments which compofed it, inftead of uniting in a vigorous de- 
fence, were to fpend diy after day in criminations againit each other, 
for want of military order, while the enemy was undermining or pre- 
paring to ftorm the plaze ? 


Art. 62. Difdoseft Shame the primary Source of the Corrustions of the 
Chrifiian Doctrine. A Sermon preached at the Gravel-Pit Meeting, in 
Hackney, April 6, 1794. By Thamas Belfbam. 8v0. 32 pp. 
1s. Johnfon. 1794. 


The object of this difcourfe is to eftablifh the reputation of St. 
Paul for Uxitarianijm? and to reprobate the bulk of the prefent Chrif- 
tian church, for the wantof it. The fenfe of the apoftle’s declaration 
(Rom. i. 16) in Mr. B.’s judgment, is, that he would boaft himfelf 
i no higher character than that of a difciple of Jefus Chrift, she 


Crucified 
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Crucified Jew. In fupport of this opinion he contends, upon the 
ground of Dr. Prieftley, &c. that every dottrine which exalts the cha- 
racter of Chrift, is an artifice of ingenuity to efcape reproach, Mr. 
B. then draws a parallel between the ftate of Chrittianity, as to this 
particular, in the prefent times, and thofe of its firft promulgation ; 
and concludes with a profeffion of his motives for undertaking, and 
the views with which he purpofes to conduct the management of that 
fociety to which he is appointed. The ityle of this difcourfe is natu- 
ral, the language temperate and infinuating’; and both difcover talents 
that would do honour to a better caufe. 


Divinity. 


Art. 53. Candid Reafons for renouncing the Principles of Antipeac- 
baptym. By Peter Edwards, feveral Years Paflor of a Baptift Church, 
at Portfea, Hants. 8v0O. igzpp. 3s. Chapman. 1795: 

The author of this treatife profeffes to have been converted to Px. 
dobaptifm, by Mr. Booth’s elabioiate defence of the oppofite quef- 
tion; and the animadverfions which this pamphlet contains, are prin- 
cipally directed to expofe the fallacy of that defence. Mr. Edwards 
proceeds with deliberate order through the different parts of his fub- 


jet; and, having premifed fome Thefes for regulating the contro-' 


verfy, and {tated the queftion with much peripicuity, difcufles the 
arguments for and againft, in a manner that evinces at once the 
acutenefs of his realoning powers, and the juftaefs of his conclufions. 


Art. 54. Animproved Syftem of Logic, and a new Theory of Candour, 
exemplified in Mr. Peter Edwards's Candid Reajons for renouncing the 
Principles of Antipadobaptijm; in a Letter to a Friend. 12m0. 


32 pp. 4d. Button. 1795. 


Art. 55. The Candour of Mr. Peter Edwards exhibited; and his 
curious Reafons for renouncing Antipadobaptifm exomined, By a plain 
Countryman, 12mo. 44 pp. 6d. Button, 1795. 


Art. 56. A Defence of Infant Baptijin, its bet Confutation; being a@ 
Reply to Mr. Peter Edewards’s Candid Reafons for renouncing the 
Principles of Antipadobaptijm on his own Ground. By ‘fo/eph King- 
horn. t2zmo. 62 pp. 6d. Button. 1795. 

The objeét of thefe different tracts * is fufficiently indicated by their 
refpeétive titles. In attacking Mr. Booth, the author of the Can- 
did Reafons, muft doubtlefs have been aware, that he was attacking 
the Queen-Bee, and therefore likely to provoke (as he has done) 
the refentment of the fwarm. The perfonal afperities in which he 
indulged himfelf, are the points againft which the ftrength of his oppo- 
nents is principally brought to bear; and it muft be admitted, thatthe 
language he employs is not always fuch as confilts with the temper of 
religion and the ends of candid controverfy. 





* Befides fome at a penny each, profefling to demonftrate the 
right of Abortives to Baptifm, and of Infants to the Lord’s Supper, 
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Art. 57. A Sevmn preached on the 8th of February, 1782, a Day of 
National Humiliation ; and again (by the Affifiant Minifter ) on Wed» 
nejdoy the 25 bof Feb. 1795, the late Day of National Humiliasicny 
to a Congregaticn of Proteftant Difenters, in St. Saviour’s-Gates 
Jork. 8v0. 32pp. 18. Johnfon. 1°95. 


‘Theological economy has rarely fhown icfelf in more ftriking co- 
Jours, than in this adaptation of an old difcourfe to a new occafion. 
Whether any, or what alterations have been introduced into it, in 
order to accommodate it to the prefent pofitionof affairs, and the views 
of the author, we are notintormed. Some particular paflages omitted 
in the text, and introduced into the notes, feem to indicate the iden- 
tity of the difcourfe in the feparate ftsges of its hiftory. If this"be the 
cafe, it carries with it @ fatirical reflexion both upon the nation and 
their governors ; and argues, that, in the writer’s mind, we have 
neither improved in our pclitics, nor our morals, for the laf thirteea 
years. However we may differ from him on this ground, we cannot 
deny that his difcourfe is a fhrewd, and an animated compofi- 
tion; exhibiting, with a mixture of political diffatisfaion, much 
originality, piety, and good fenfe. 


Art. 68. Addrfid to the Public: A Sermon preached at the Pari/b- 
Church cf Fill.gnley, in the County of Warwick, on Wednefday, the 
25th of February, 17953 the Day appointed by royal Proclamations 

Jor a public Faft and Humiliation, before Almighty God. By Yames 
Lilingworth, D.D, Vicar. 8vo. 29 pp. 1s. Robinfons, &c. 1795- 
Plain, pious, and inftruétive ; proper to be delivered to a congre- 
gation, but hardly important enough to be addrefled to the public. 

"The author ts not guilty, as fome are, of confounding all diffenters 

in one common cenfure; ‘ though there bey he fays, in the nation, & 

great number of chriftian people, who do not hold in religious com- 
munication with the national eftablifhed church ; yet many of them 
are found in the faith ;”? men who * fear God, and honour the 

King,” and who are neither enemies to the church, nor to the ftate.”” 

P. 21. The truth is, we fear, that we are at prefent in danger, not 

frem perfens really religious, but from fome who make religion a 

cloke for their political malice ; and who would trample all religion 


under their feet, as foon as they acquired the power to do fo, by the 
previous overthrow of our civil conftitution. 


Art. 59. A Sermon preached at Mellor, Derbyfbire, July 15 1795s 
toa Friendly Society; and publifhed at their Requefi. By the Rev. 
Thomas Whitaker, Minifer of Ringway, Chefbire. 8v0. 20 pp. 6d. 
Matthews, London; Reddifh, Manchefter. 1795. 


This is a wery plain difcourfe on 1 Pet. ii, 17, abounding rather 
in exhortation than in argument, but containing much good advice 
to the humble audience before which it was delivered. The 
‘* general obfervations,” at pp. 5, 6, 7, are indeed fo very gen-ral, 
that they might as well form a part of any fermon, on any text in 
fcripture, as of that which is before us. 
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Art. 60. For the Benefit of the Fund, towards erefing the Freee 
Church in 3ath: A Sermon, recommending frugal and aconomi ‘al 
Management in Articles of Subjifience. By Fobn Methuen Rogers, 
L.L.. B. Rector of Berkeley, Somerfet 400. 23 pp. 18 Hazard, 
Bath; Rivingtons, London. 1796 


The author of this difcourfe, has judicioufly fele&ed the text of 
John vi-12, 133 wherein the Evangelill records the miracie of the 
five barley loaves, as juggetting refections peculiarly proper at the 

re{ent feafon, | 

The heads of the difcourfe are thefe: Enquiry of the Legiflature 
into the exigencies of the times; reiuic of that enquiry, and the de- 
ficiency of wheat; the goodnefs of Providence i) having given us 
an abundant fupply of other grain; neceffity of making bread from 
portions of fuch other grain 3 the laudable example and homane con- 
jideration of the Legiflature, in their engagement to diminifh the 
¢oniumption of wheateu flour; theexample of the Royal Family 
in tuch diminution, and the Juty of imitating it; tie prejudices of 
the common people againit barley and oaten bread, correéted by 
a remark, that fuch Bread, not many years unce, was the food of 
half the inhabitants of this ifland ; a further proof chat bariey bread 
js nutriucus, arifing trom its having been che fo.d of the poorer and 
more indultrious Jews; another proof rather (ingenivus than found) 
from tne multiplication of tne Baréey loaves; ovtervation un Chrift’s 
begging tne Divine blefling, on tue food to be diltribued, asa ief- 
fon for our faying grace at meals; the infenfibiliiy of the Jews to - 
this aftonifhing miracle, equalled by our own infentbility to the 
uniform bounty of God’s providence in giving daily food; from 
Chritt’s bidding his difciples gather up the fragments that nothing 
might be lott; reflections on the fin of waitiag, particularly in a 
feaion of compirative icarcigy » admonition to icrvants and domef- 
tics not to murmur at the econom Cal regulations to waich their maf 
ters fubmit; the happy ftate of fervants, who enjoy fuflicicncy at the 
expence of their maiters; economy recommended to tne lower 
glaffes, particularly im the article of drinking liquor made from the 
grain which they difdain to ufe in bread ; cauuon againit drunken- 
yefs, as the fource of rioting; {piritual application trom natural to 
mental food; ‘he doétrines of Chritt are the faod of the foul. From 
this analyfis, the reader will perceive that the matter of the fermon is 
¢opious. Ihe manner in whica it is written is, with evident intention, 
adapted to the plaineit ynderitanding. Both the occafion tor which 

jt was written, and the application of the profits to be derived from 
the fale of it, convince us, that benevolence as well as ability, mutt 
be among the merits of the writer, 
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Arr. 61. The Life of the Fuft, exemplified in the Charafer of the lat 
Rev. W. Romaine, A. M. Re@or of St. Ann, Blackfriars, fn oa 
turer of St. Dunftan’s in the Weft. Preached by C. E. De Coetlogon, 
A.M. 8vo. 36 pp. 18. Rivingtons,&c. 1795. 


Art. 62. The continuance and conftcucy of the F riend hip of God, as @ 
Covenant God with his People, confidered ina Sermon preached on the 
Death of W. Romaine. By W. Bromley Cadogan, A. M. Re&or of 
St. Luke’s, Chelfa, See 8vo. 39 pp. Od. Rivingtons, &c. 


1795+ 


Art. 63. Faith triumphant in Death, A funeral Sermon, occafioned 
by the Death of the Rev. W. Romaine. By the Rev. W. Goode, 
4. M. late Curate to Mr. Romaine, Se. 8v0. 34 pp. 6d. 
Rivingtons, &c. 1795- 


It was not to be expeéted, nor to be wifhed, that a man like Mr. 
Romaine, who had been eminent during a very long life for his preaching 
and his piety, fhould pafs out of the world without fome friendly com- 
memoration of his talents and virtues. Three panegyrifts here offer 
themfelves to our notice ; whofe produ@tons we include under one 
account, partly becaufe they ate very fimilar in their plan and ideas, 
and partly becaufe no one of them is important enough to require that 
we thould {peak of it at much length. 

Each of thefe three difcourfes is more impafiioned and declamatory, 
than fuits the referve and the calm judgment of Englith audiences in 
general. Mr. De Coetlogon’s, on Rom. i. 17, is a declamation of 
a coarfer texture than the other two ; and he endeavours, like many 
other writers of his clafs, to fix the- Calviniftic doétrine, adopted 
by Mr. Romaine, upon the Church of England. 

Mr. Cadogan declaims, with a greater fhow of learning, from 
Pfalm xlviii. 14. He afferts that Mr. Romaine * revived the doc- 
trines of the Church of England, at a time when they were almoft 
forgotten.” P. 27. We contefs that we are at a lofs, in conje€turing 
what time is here alluded to. Butthe fa&t is, as appears from feveral 
other parts of this difcourfe, that thefe perfons, who profefs to be bum- 
é/e beyond all other Chriftian teachers, arrogate to themielves, 
exclufively, the honour of preaching the Go/pel ? 

Mr. Goode, difcourfing on Heb. xi. 13, fpeaks, ft. concerning 
faith in general: 2dly. its peculiar advantages in death: 3dly. he 
illuftrates and confirms his obfervations by an account of Mr. Ro- 
maine’s charater, and of the conclufion of his life: and, laftly, he 
addrefles his hearers, of different chara¢ters, with advice fuitable to 
each, drawn from the folemn occafion of his difcourfe. This fermon 
has a competent fhare of matter and of argument. But faith, which 
is the chief topic of it, feems to be confounded with the fruits of faith): 
pp: 4, 5,6, 7 It appears that Mr. Romaine was indefatigably 
active, during a miniftry of near fixty years, in difcharging the duties 
of his profeffion, and in promoting charitable defigns. Whatever 


peculiar theological notions he might entertain, his piety appears to 
| have 
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ve been moft fervent and fincere ; his charity ever watchful for 
©Pportunities of doing good ; his literary attainments refpectable, and 
hts knowledge at all times wholly devoted to the advancement of religion, 
To fuch aman, furely, without prefumption, we may apply the words 
of Eliphaz, © Thou fhalt come to thy grave ina full aye, like as a 
thock of corn cometh in, in his feafon:” Job. v. 26. 


MISCELLANIES. 


IRELAND Papers. 
— 


Arr. 64. A Letter to George Steevens, Ejg. containing a critical Exa- 
mination of the Pap rs of Shak/peare, publibed by Mr. Samuel Ireland: 
to which are added, Extradts from Vortizern, By James Boaden, E/j. 
Author of Fentainville forefi, Oe. vo. 72 pp. 2s. 6d. Martin 
andCo. 1796. 


Mr. Boaden was, if we remember rightly, the earlieft public affailant 
of thefe papers; and certainly, if we except Mr. Malone, the moft acute. 
He contefles having beea deceived at firit, through mere zeal_to have 
the ftory true, but the publication of the volume opened his eyes. He 
collated fome part of the Lear, and fpecified fome of the moft unpar- 
donabie blunders, fuch as ‘* accent tears, for cadent, &c. and juflly ex- 
pofed the fpelling, and the ofieaces againit verfification, wath many 
other important points. flis Own imitations of the ftyle of Shak. 
{peare have fome mefit. 


Art. 65. Free Reficclions on mifcellaneous Papers and legal Inflruments, 
under the Hand and Seal of William Shak/peare, in the Poffeffion of 
Samucl Ireland, of Norfalk-fireet. To which are added, Extraés 
from an unpiblibead MS. Play, called the Virgin Queen. Written by, 
or in Imitation of Shak/peare. 8vVO. 55 pp. 25. 6d. Waldron. 
1796. 

This traét, by Mr. Waldron, contains a few obfervations in con- 
firmation of thofe by Mr. Boaden, but feems chiefly intended as a ve- 
hicle for the fuppofed extracts from the Virgin Queen, which is ine 
tended as a fequel to the ‘Tempeit, and evidently written by the editor. 
All thefe volunteer imitators of Shak{peare fucceeded better than the 
perfon who would have paffed his writings on the public for thofe of 
the great bard himfelf. 


Arte66. Precious Relics; or the Tragedy of Vortigern rebearfed, a@ 
dramatic Piece, in Two A?s. Writien in Imitation of the Critic. 
As a at the Theatre Riyal Drury-lane. 8vo. 62 pp. 15 6d. 
Debrett, &c. 1796. 


The title, we prefume, fhould be underflood to fay ‘* in imitation 
of the Critic, as that play is performed at Drury-lane”’: not as this 
is, which the words and panétuation feem to imply. Ir isa farcical 
{ketch of fome humour, and contains fome parodies which, by all ac- 
count, are little more ridiculous than thofe that really were in Vor- 


tigern. 
ART. 
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Arr. 67. 
dn (Editor of the Oracle) in February, March, and April, 1995. 


A comparative Review of tke Opinions of Mr. Fames Boa- 


aud of James Biaden, Efg. (Author of Fontainville For, and of a 
fr lier te George Si PEVERS, E/q. in ro hr (ary, 1 FQO, wr la: ms id th Shak- 
Speare MSS. By a Friend to Confift ney. SvO. sgpp. 2s. Seal, 
Re r | ; 

This is rather an attack upon Mr. Bozden than a defence of the 
Papers ; but, in both points of view, exhibits fome fhare of acutenefs, 
though on the wrong fide of the gueftion. 


Art.68. Vortigern under, confideration; with fame general Remarks ox 
Mr. ‘Fames: Boaden's Letter to George Steevens, Efy. relative to the 
Manu feripts, D>awings, Seals, ES e, alcribed lo Shakipea re, ava in the 
Pififion of Samuel Iveland, Efy. 8v0. 67 pp. 2s. Lowndes. 
1790. 

Another proof how much enmity Mr. Boaden excited, fora time, 
bv his attack upon the Ireland papers: there being much cenfure of 


him, with very little defence of the points’ in difpute, except by the 
medium of affertion, 


ArT. 69. Shat/peare’s Mannferipts, in the P Ailfion of Mr. Ireland, 
* examined, refpéGine their internal and external Evidences of their Au- 


thenticity. By Philalethes. 8vo. 34 pp» 1s. Johnfon. 1796. 


Philalethes argues very boldly in favour of the papers, but his argu- 
ments are fuch as might be expeéted in fuch a cafe. 


ArT. 70. Familiar Verfes from the Ghoft of Willy Shak/peare to Sammy 
Ireland. To which is added, Prince Rabert, an auncient Ballad. 8vo. 
1s. White, Piccadilly. 1796. 


A humourous fquib, in verfe, again the faid manufcripts, of which 
this is a fpecimen. 
<* Samples of hair, love fongs, and fonnets meete, 
Together met by chaunce in Norfolk-ftreet ; 
Where, fruitful as the vine, tlie tiny elves 
Produce young manufcripts for Sammy’s thelves. 
Dramas in embryo leave their lurking holes, 
And little Vortigerns ttart torth in fhoals. 
‘Towork, ye lawyers! ranfack ail your deeds, 
The bait is fwallowed, and the public bleeds, 
Freely the cath comes down—lead boldly on, 
The book complete :—hour guineas !—Prefo /—gone! 
Alore papers found //! a neighbour here hard by— 
An antiquarian wizht, of curious eye, 
Deep Kill’d in pedigrees, well known to Fame— 
Has found fome writings in an hand the fame, 
The very dots, the ttops—the felf-fame Bas, 
That foon muil lay each quibbler on his back : 
4 . ~ 
None fhall their fan¢tion to the truth refufe ; 
For, it they'll not believe, they muft be Jews,” P, 2. 
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ART. 71, The a of the late Dr. Hartley's Objervations on the 
Nat “re, Poewer «| anid E ~X} De. Leal? jis of Man Py ftrikingiy llufratea im 


the Ex r¢ “ats 7 the  pealeoe Tisees. Wish Notes and Llujiratia rf) by the 
Editor, 8vo. 31 pp- “1s. Johuion, 


No man can be confide red ag defervin & betier of h: mntry, than 
he who frenkly rebukes its vices, an | iabours, by exhortaticns to per- 
fonal amendment, to avert the judg:ments conieguent upon national 
corruption ‘The afpett of fociety at th ¢ prefent crnits sives to thefé 
undertakings an additional propriety and vaiue, in propor: lon to the 
increafing influence of irrcligion and vice. ‘The writings of Dr, 
Hartley are fo chara@erized by {tro ng fenfe and nervous piciy, chat an 
extraét could fe arcely have been mace ‘rom any writer with a t: airer prof- 
pect of producing good effect. It is at the w.ncin 8 up ot his cciebiated 
obfervations on man, that Dr. Hartley delivers cheie ferious remarks 
on the figns of approach ing judgments to the tiates of Chyriiieudom, 
He lays down fix propolitions, which contain the reipectve Chasacter- 
iftics of ki ngdoms tending to diflolution ; on each of thele he expa- 
tiates with the energy y and vodelly of a man, who Is ratuer anxious 
to awaken than to irritate, to improve than to fatirize the manners of 
mankind. ‘The notes of the editor are ju dictoull written, and par- 
take of the fpirit, the temper, and the piety of the text, 40 the pub- 
lic we recomunend it as worthy of their fertuus perofal, and olier Our belt 
and mott cordial withes for its general aad compete iuccels, 


ArT, 7 An Effay on the Progrefs of agg Underfianding. By F. 
y, P Q’ K ef, M. Lb. A.A il he g VO. 56 pp . Od. Grillich De 1795+ 


In human undertakings there is, or sight to be, a definite end 
toevery defign. Whether there be any, or what, to the € preient pub- 
lication, - have not pene ‘tration en ugh todifcover. Our Sa ie 
Judged i ill, difcovered their error, relapied into it, and the world i 
now obtaining its fecond cure. Such appears the outline of the aisthie's a 
intention, ‘The teachers of chriftianity made no ufe of Arittoue, their 
obje was * to curb the mind and debate man.” Cromwell was 
*s too enlightened for his times.”’ Such are the pofitions which 
Dr. O’Keeffe advances, with as much gravity, 2s it he expected that 
the bare affertion of fuch paradoxes was itfelt a fatisfactory ipecics of 
demonitration. Catalogues of authors who have written upon the 
{> ence of human underftanding, are interwoven with thiseday; ani thefe 
are not always free from exception, If (as the author has acquainied 
us in his preface) * the prefent miniitry night be apt t) take oftence 
at any publication that tended to enlighten or inftract mankind,” we 
think he may be juftly complimémed upon the caution he has uled to 
avoid giving fuch caufe for difpleature, in this eilay oa the progtefs of 
human underftanding. 
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Arr. ] 3- An Expoftion of the Vice of Slander; its Caufes and Efea: ; 
musith fome curfory Obfervatious upon Education and Religiow. By Ro- 
bert Seaman. 3v0O. 40pp. 1s.6d. Darton, London; Clachar, 
Chelmsford, &c, 1795. | 


Mr. S. appears to be fovery irritable and impetuous a young gen- 
tleman, that itis fearcely fafe to fpeak one’s whole mind concerning 
his book, efpecially if hefhould take it into his head that there are 
any parfans among us. P. 39. Truiting, however, very confidenily, 
that if his refentment falls equally upon all who difapprove of his 
book, we fhall only bear our fhare with every.one of his readers; 
we fhall juft venture to, fay, that it is a moft flimfy, conceited, 
vulgar, and flanderous declamation againft flander. 


Arr. 74. The Thefpian ‘Olio; or, Dramatic Cafeet. Containing 


Comic, Burlefque, and other Pieces, original and felecied. r2mo. 


48 pp. 6d. Parfons. 19796. 


This author is very careful in his preface to diftinguih this publi- 
cation from thofe elaborate and voluminous treatifes written to prove 
that ‘* two and two make four,” &c. We muft do him the juftice 
to acknowledge, that he does not offend in teaching or proving any 
thing. Perhaps he appreciates the value of his own book as highly 
as the moft favourable critic can do, when he fixes the purchafe of it 
at fixpence. 


Arr.75. 42 Addrefs to the Public, on the Propriety of cRablifbin 
Schools for Spinning, or other Work, and appointing Teachers in loch 
Parifh, with a View to the better Relief and Employment of the Poor ; 
confifting principally of Extraéds from a Pamphlet, publifbed fome time 
Sfiuce by the Revercnd Mr. Bouyer. To which are added, the Firft 
Proceedings of the Committee of Indufiry, appointed by a general Meet- 
ing of feveral Parifhes withig the Hundreds of Ongar and Harlow, 
and the Half Hundred of Waltham, in the County of Efex. 8vo. 


zopp. 6d. Faulder, &c. 1795. 


It-is not always a valid objection againft plans for the public gee 
that they are new ; fince new evils may require new remedies. Ho 
ever, even this objection does not fubfift againit. the defign of this 
publication. For it does not propofe any new plan for the relief and 
management of the r; but only recommends the enforcing of 
fome of the moft ufeful provifions of the fat. 43 Eliz. Never furely 
did the ftate of the poor demand the public attevtion more ftrongly 
than.at prefent. We gladly, therefore, recommend to notice fuch 
ufeful traéts as this before us, and the larger pamphlet, by Mr. Bouyer, 
on the fame fubject. 

We would alfo fuggeft, that if a piece of ground could be hired, 
adjoining or near to the fchool of induftry, in which the children 
might dig, fet, and weed potatoes and other vegetab‘es, for about an 
hour-each day, upon a few yards {quare allotted to each, the produce 
to be carried home by each little labourer ; their health and _—- 
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find habits of rural induftry, would perhaps be effentially promoted by 


fuch exercife, 


Axt. 76. <A Letter from Pesnfylvania to a Friend in ee : come 
taining valuable Information with refpe@ to Americas By L. J. Far- 
dine, M.D, 8v0. 3t pp. 1s Dilly, &e. (1795. 


_ The valuable information promifed in the title-page relates to the 
advantages and difadvantages attending emigration to America. Thefe 
are ftated in a flight and curfory manner, but fo as to afford fome de- 

of entertainment. ‘The determination which ae fhould form, 
trom this account, is exa¢tly contrary to that formed by the author : 
we fhould refolve, if we had even wavered, to ftay in Old England. 
Houfe rent and fervants wages (compared with the fame at Gout 


very high, almoft all the neceflaries and comforts of life very dear, 


amd political parties very violent, would but little mend our condition, 
Let them take the cheap lands and.enjoy the fuperior climate, who 
choofe to clear and dig the one, and who cannot breathe but in the 
other. But obferve, gentle reader, we by no means reeommend our 
example to all our fellow-countrymen, A few of them might, per- 
haps, be more comfortable acrofs the Atlantic; and, though we 
fhould doubtlefs, at firft, much mifs them, yet our regret for the 
lofs would, probably, not be unconquerable. 


Art.77. The hiftorical and topographical Account of Leominfler and 
its Vicinity. With an Appendix. By John Price. ‘Sv0. * 6b. 
Longman. 1795. ) 2 ! 

We are ever friendly to fuch publications as the prefent, which we 
have before faid, are, in a manner, appropriate to this country; bat 
e greatett utility to all. This 

«work feems enticled’to our favourable reprefentation, and cantains 

fome neat engravings, of which the authorhas made no mention in 

his title-page. | 3 





FOREIGN CATALOGUE. 


GERMANY. 


Arr. 78. Car. Frid. Heinrichii Ob/ervationes in auélores evetertt, 
Particulal. XIV. and 112 pp. in 8vo. Hanover, 1794. 


-A chapter of this volume contains Obfervations on Pindar. 

Thele eb indeed of much account, but even the flighteft remarks, 
jlu(trations, or improvements either in the redding, or even in 

n@uation, deferve our approbation, when they are, as is the cafe 

before ui, at the fame time ingenious and 


natural, 
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natural. Ol, 1. 11, feqq. is here made perfectly intelligible by @ 
change in the punctuation only, and by the author’s explanation of 
it; weare likewife fatisfied with his vindication of the common read- 
jug, v. 89 feqq. where the ufe of of dura is fhown from other poets, 
though not from Pindar himfelf, in whom, however, it occurs Pyth. 
xii. tr. Ina few inftances, the bold lyric language may perhaps be 
faid to have been rendered more profaic by our author’s alterations, as 
Ol. V.24, where, inftead of aide eres lucnm facris adedgue hymnis 
numini offerendis celebrare, he propotes fubitituting aeipey. This mai 

be compared with a fmiiar expreflion in Euripides Iph. A. 1480. 
hiroere” Aprysts falrands celebrate, cited on another occafion by Mr, 
Heinrich. In regard tothe paflage Nem. V.'87 feqq. it muft indeed 
be allowed that r#yye is more intelligible than tx, though we fhould 
ftill certainly pref the latter. Mevav3pov cov Toya, &e. wicifli per for- 
tunam guam (non tibe,’ fed preceptori) Menanaro debes, So again, 
Nem VI, 27, we fhould not be difpofed, with our author, to change 
Savarou Giyax, which may here be equivalent to o%.2 tepynxdrar, cippud, 
tumilus fepulcralir, into zie Yavarov, though this latter reading 
might, perhaps, be more eafily explained. fy 

‘In the /cénd chapter, the author confines himfelf entirely to the 
elegy of Hermefarax, which had enqueftivnably come down to us in 
a very muulated ftate, and to which he has here rendered effectual 
fervice. Inv. 28, Homer is fliled ravrav Sipe povconsrwy, the God, 
the Genius of Poets, (ice the Epigrams on Homer in Arumck’s Analect, 
I. ‘254-7, particularly that numbered 493) which is certainly a fine 
idea,” though we aré not’ ‘avetfe to the ‘em*ndation’ of conv for 
Saénay, propofed by Mr. H, who here takes an opportunity of elucida- 
ting, in a way perfectly adapted to lyri¢ poetry, the words of Aefchylus 
Agam. 688 : wotravos xaxcd spoisw improbi ducis,  e. procelle verging. 
The paflage, v. 37 feqq. which had: hitherto been fo unperiedtly un- 
derftood, 1s here, at leaft, made to convey a certain determinate fenfe. 
Santenius, whofe tranflatiow the authar quotes, without preteading to 
afcertain what text he had followed, might, perhaps, Jike Mr. EH. 
have read, xynpew dels KAjAOS arene uy ab paviny come/Jaticne Se compotatione 
exagitatus s. incalefcens inceffit pede infermo, ritubante. ‘Yhe third chap- 
tér'ig employed on the Fragments of Philetas; and the fozrth on the 
emendation of feveral paflages in 7 heecritus, particularly in the Epr- 
thalamium of Helen, Jn v. 8, iniead. of woeci wp, Mr. H. recom- 
mends, on the authority of a MS.: xepai mepimabires.' If, however, 
the words woes: w. be rendered craribus divaricatis, the objeC@ion which 
has been made to that readipg would, in our opinion, entirely vanifh. 
V. 39, the author very properly underftands the word Spsucs to be a 
kind of circus, or place of public exercife on the Eurotas, as it is 
hikewife to be reridered in v.22 3 compare Hafehke eptt. critic, p. @4 
feq, ‘The following patlege of Euripides Androm. 597 feqq. might 
have been cited on this occafion : Sxapriaduy xcpn—c dporovs maraispas 
e'—iuoi xowas txyever. V. 26 is thus refiored from a MS. in the Va- 
tican : gs asatidruca tary, &c. andin v. 29, the reading mspa— 
eporpa is very jultly defended : we do not, however, fee the force of 
Mr. Heiorich’s objetion to the alteration of the former of thefe 
words into aiysgos on the ground of the poplar being more properly 
F an 
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an ornament of the fhore, than of the fields, finafmuch as it flo writhes 
more particularly in the fir of thefe fitba ions; which, with refped, 
at leaft to fome {pecies of the poplar, is certainly byino means.the cafe. 

The fis chapter contains fome very judicious obfervations on, and 
emendations of, feveral paflages in the laft books of the \Afneid, on 
which, as a part of the Scholajlic Eucyelopedia, the author had, for 
fome time, been employed. 

The Jef chapter confids of mifcellangous remarks onthe dviedogia, 
Euripides, Propertius, and JFuvenal, together with a few on Cicero and 
Cafar. In the emendation day for wravy Eurip. Jon. 195, Mr. H: 
had been anticipated by Foddre/l. But we mutt ftill prefer that of 
navy faggelted by Picrfon and Jacobs Specim. emend. p. §9, a8 ap- 

, proaching nearer to the traits of the valgat reading, and conveying 
the fame fenfe with the word dead itfelf, Jena ALZ, 


Art. 79. Sammlung der -merkwiirdighen Reifen in der Orient, in 
Ucberfetzungen und Aufzigen mit aufgewahlicn Kupfern und Chartens 
auch met den nothigen Einleitungen, dumerkungen und Regificrn, ber- 
aufgegeben von H, F. G. Paulus, der Theologie Profifir Ordinarius 
xu ‘Jena. Dritter T heil.—Colleion of V oyages and Trav ls into tbe 
Eaft, in Tranflations and Extradisy with a Scleélion of Plates and 
Charts, as alfo with the neceffary Introductions, Notes, and Indexes, 
By Prof. Paulus. Vol. Jd. 412 pp. in 8vo. Jena, 1794. 


In this volume are comprifed three voyages made by ¥. M. Wanf= 
kb to Egypt. The firft of thefe, performed in 1663, isnow, by the 
care of Prof. Reu/s, printed for the firtt time from.a MS. in the 
library at Gottingen, together with fome notes of Fos Ludolf, found 
at the end of the MS.  Michaclis had indeed before publifhed fome 
extracts from it. Thefe travels are highly deferving of attention for 
the account which they give of Abyffimia, and of the country of Fobr. 
We learn from them what were the fources from which Thevenot de- 
fived his information concerning- Abyflinia, on which Prof, Bruns 
appears to fet fo highavalue. In regard to the country of Fobr it is 
obferved, p. 45, that Bruce places dar Fowar welt of Abyflinia, 
p. 393. It would have been fill more worth noticing that Wanfleb 
vifited the flave-market at Cairo, and has given fome account of the 
fiaves, though Ledyard, who calls the country Darfoor, aflerts that 
European travellers have never paid any attention to this market. (See 
Proceedings of the Affociation for promoting the Difcavery of Africa. P. 37.) 

The fecond voyage, 1672~3, is again tranicribed trom the French, 
iluftrated with notes, and abridged by the editor. In the notes, many 
of the Arabic words exprefled by Wanfleb in the Roman, are here 
given in the original character, and, as it feems, with as much accu- 
racy as the uncertainty of pronuac;ation would allow, Wanofleb quotes 
many Arabic writers: of thefe fome literary notices would, we cot- 
ceive, have been very acceptable to the reader. ‘The Defcripsion of 
Egvpt, attributed to Fac. Aléert, and publithed from a MS. in the 
library at Wolfenbiittel by Bruns, fhould iikewife have been mentioned 
by the edicor, Mr. Paulus often fhows how the accounts which 
eccur in thefe travels may be ufefully applied to the elucidation of 
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Biblical paflages, as, for inftance, p. 390, where the number of. - 
infects mentioned by travellers in Egypt is compared with the want 
of them, in the land of Gothen, Exod. viii, 12; and p. 396, where 
there are fome excellent obfervations on the manner of living, or 
diet, of the apcient Jews, &c. Ibid. 


DENMARK. 


Arr: 80. Abulfede Annales Muflemici Arabice et Latine, Opera et 
frudiis Jo. Jacobi Reifke, apud Lipfenfes guondam Prof. celeb. fumpti- 
bus atque aufpiciis Petri Frederici Suhmii, S. R. M. Clavigeri et 
Hifloriograpbi' Revit, nunc primum edidit Jacob. Georg. Chriftian. 
Adler, Theol. Door et Profeffor, §. R. M. a confil. fummi Confift. 
et in ducatu Slefvicenfi fumm. rei ecclefiaft. antifies, &c. Tom IV. 1792-6 
732 pp. TomV. «794; 574 pp. in 4to. Copenhagen. ~ 


Fortune had denied to Mr. Reifee, during his life, a public which 
knew how to fet a due value upon his extraordinary attainments in 
Arabic literature, and in oriental hiftory. It was not, therefore, till 
after his death that a munificent patron of learning, the great Cham- 
berlain de Subm, ordered the hiftorical work of Ahulfeda, for which 
he had prepared a tranflation and commentary, to be publithed with 
a degree of {fplendour, which would have far exceeded the expectation, 
or even the wifh, of Reifke himfelf. 

At p. 160 of the fourth volume are concluded the extras from 
Abulfeda, given by the celebrated 4. Schultens, in Bohadin’s Life of 
Saladin. Reitke’s text is here more completé rhan that of Schultens. 
‘Fhe latter had omitted whatever he did not think immediately con- 
necied with the life of Saiadin, as, for inftance, literary anecdotes ; 
and, what is ftill more to be wondered at, in a perfon who had fuch 
a ve for Arabic verfes, many pieces of poetry. Examples 
of this kind occur in pp. 7, 11, 12,25, 27,29, &c. The Arabic 
text in this new edition comes recommended alfo, not only by a 
faperior elegance of typography, but likewife by a greater degree of 


accuracy, as, for inftance, p. gz, 1. 10, where, inftead of , ae 19 
as it ftands in Sch., we here find ~ . It were, however, 


to be wifhed that R. had condefcended to form his verfion on the 
model of that of his predeceffor. For, though we muft confefs that 
Schultens was fond of introducing obfolete, uncommon, and pompous 
words, it cannot certainly be denied that he adhered, on the whole, 
more clofely to the Arabic text, was mot fo much difpofed to para- 
phrafe, or add to it, and ftill much lefs would he have prefumed to 
remove the accounts of events from the places 2 ait to them by the 
author himfelf, in the original, But thefe are liberties which R; has 
often not fcrupled to take, even where the perfpicuity of the narra- 
tion has not, in our judgment, appeared to require them. Thus, 
for inftance, p. g, 1. 20, after the word Yemanicus is inferted, cujus é 
chronico rerum patrie fue que illé de regione haGenus pajfim narravimus 
omnia unice deprompta funt, for which there is no authority in the ori- 
ginal. In the notes he is mentioned as the author. of a Hiftory of 
Arabia felix, which, by D’Herbelat is afcribed to another perfon vi 
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the name of Khazergi. But fhould we even be ready to admit that - 
this account is right, how does R. know that Abulfeda availed binvlelf 
in fo great a degree, of this hiftory? Of the tranflator’s difpofition to 
paraphrafe, we thall only adduce one or two proofs. On thé arrival, 
of Saladin at Damafcus, he was advifed to difband his troops, that 
they might have an opportunity of reiting and refrething themfelves. 
To which Saladin anfwered that, human life is fort, an ie period of 
its termination uncertain. ‘This fimple narrative, and the fhort, but fea- 
ible, reply with which it is concluded, are, by the tranflatur, over- 
whelmed in a deluge of words—id ipt 0d fuadibant, gud et illi gaoram 
in agros bellum hadienus (for hucnfque, or adbuc) incubuerat, coloni et ju- 
menta militaria et ipfi milites, poft tot latores et erumnas requitfeerent 
tandem aliquando et refpirarent. Saladinus autem cos docebat; vitam 
hamanam per brewem, ejufgue terminum tem obfeurum effe, at-ne hora 
quidem fecurus cffe queas. And a little before he renders the words 


a 33 iJ! . “2 4” fillewnd bis advice by et cujus.ad confilium 


Sententiamgue fua confilia et obfequium referebat. 

Had not the editor thought himéelf _—r to make no alteration 
in Reifke’s work, it is probable that not only many of thefe excrefcen- 
ces, by which it ts fo much disfigured, would have been removed, but 
likewjfe that in the place of many words which can, at the beft, be 
faid only to belong to the infima /atirites, others more claflical would 
have been fubftituted. Such are condué?is to exprefs the French conduite, 
vol. iv. p.95,&¢.—Riperiafor | |... thc /ea-coaft, vol. v. 181-3-9, 


&c.—Campania for xy _ ibid. 247, 253, &c. Inp. 627, among 


the prefents made by a certain fultan to a chaliph, we meet with the 
wotd gamdarici, where R, had retained the Arabic 4, JSd3on, 


which neither himfelf, nor the editor, have attempted to explain, Te 
is probably yamberia, boots, which is a word not uncommon among the 
writers of the middle age. Degutgnes, in his Hiflory of the Huus, iv. 
147, of the German tranflation, appears to have explained the word 
in this manner. 

. Mr. Reiike’s notes to both volumes, contain Excerpta from Merai, 
and other Arabic writers, from the hiftorians of the Crufades, and the 
accounts of travellers, ‘particularly Wanfleb, and exhibit fill. further 
proofs of that extenfive Jearning and found judgment for which he had 
been fo much admired, both in and out of Germany, The new 
edition of Wanfleb by Paulus may, likewife, be improved from this 
woik. For infance, what by Paulus, p. 404, is expretied Caffor d/- 


cema, fnould, according to Reifke, be written ) I Se 


again, the Camel, which, in the verfion given by Paulus, is fo flrangely 
ornamented, having about its neck doves and bells, will be found to 
carry, as we learn from the werds of the original, cited by Reitke, 
v: 420, autour du cou et des jambes des fonnettes. 

Prof . Adler, Was very much enhanced the valae of this work by the 
addition of a threefold index, The fir# of thefe contains the yaeeor 




















































00 CoRRESPONDENCE: 


and rate words, with references.to the places} where thev occur } the. 
Second is an hiflorical, and the shird, a geographical index*. 





—- 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We are not furprifed that our correfpondent, who affomes 
the fignature of Fuflitia, feels himfelf difpleafed by the obfer- 
vations we have thought it neteffary to make of political tracts, 
which he approves, and we do not. i” | i 

If Amicus had waited patiently, or candidly, for the clofe of 
our animadverfions on the work he defends, he would hardly 
have thought it neceffary to complain: and if he difliked the 
qualities he afcribes to us as much as we do, he would have 
written his letter in more decent and temperate language. 


LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 





M*-. Pye is at prefent employed opon a confiderable poem on 
the Hiffory ef Navigation. 

Mr. Maurice, the awhor of the Indian Antiquities, whofe 
elegy on the death of Sir William Jones has been fo much 
and fo juflly admired, is preparing a volume of Pcems, to be 
ptinted at the Bulmer prefs. 

>A Syllabus of LeGures on Natural Hiftery, to be given by 
Dr. Shaw at the Leverian Mufeum early in the next Spring; 
will be publithed in due ime, “The courfe will contift of about 
twelve Leiurcs. 

We underfland that the Apalgy for the Belieyers of the 
Shakfperecan Papers, which is preparing for the Prefs, wilk 
contain fome novelties, with regard to the Poet, and much 
new matter relative to the Plays and Players of his Time. 





ee 





ERRATUM. 





In the 32d Article of our laft Number, and the corref- 
ponding place in the Table of Contents, for Bifhop Steinner 
read Skinner. 

[n p. 482. 1. 16. for “ which is done only,” read ** which 
is true only.” 
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* It may not be ufelefs to cbferve here, that the years of the -Hegira 
474+ 475519, 0f which no a¢count was found in Reifke’s copy, and 
whith were, of courfe, omitted by Adler im his third volume, may be 
{upplied from MSS. in the Bodleian library, Kew, 
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